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GOLDEN HARMONY CARE

Medical & Paramedic-Led Home Care
aﬁaﬁﬁm—mwmﬁ €T 393 wa »iT I AT Fatar
Wmmmmmmwﬂmﬁ

FIadt €3 5% WY feu Sus® et Reret
Golden Harmony Care JUSTHT HEgIHE" AETeT HET
AHs & fifar firs 3wer 3, fast aet @7 waw 8¥

can e ks Reccehiat akcakdl | o Disability Insurance

(403) 439-6688 | (825) 712-9295

www.goldenharmonycare.ca

goldenharmonycare@gmail.com

Info@goldenharmonycare.ca

EACH OFFICE INDEPENDENTLY
OWNED AND OPERATED
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CALL NOW -

FOR HOUSE BUYING & SELLING NEEDS.

A B/l JINDER

SANGHA reattor:

(Certified Condominium Specialist)

403.680.3212

teamoraclehomes@gmail.com
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¢ Auto Insurance
¢ Home Insurance
¢ Life Insurance

o Critical illness

HITHT BET et ¥yIaT FaT

MOUNTAIN VIEW

o Business Insurance

Call us for FREE Insurance Quote

AMANDEEP S. RANIA

Immigration Consultant

+1 (403) 436-6000
+1 (403) 406-2004

info@jfsimmigration.com

#2264 4310 104 Ave NE. Calgary, Alberta T3N 1W2
www.jfsimmigration.com

O cracudiznidiised = paramjit@paramiit.ca

JISTIHT WEBS BdIF Wdl I<H
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Paramjit Plaha

2994.4444

@ paramjit.ca

520 - 10655 Southport
Road SW Calgary

®*

RCIC

Rgi ac acl

RDSP UP TO $90,000 GOVERNMENT GRANT + BOND.

SUPER VISA INSURANCE

Sherjang Singh Rana
416.910.9000

@===PUNJAB INSURANCE INC.

e Life Insurance e Mortgage Insurance e Critical lliness
Insurance e Disability Insurance ¢ RESP, RRSP

www.punjabinsurance.ca

Sandeep Ahuja
416.660.1010
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NEW SERVICE BY CARE INC
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INSURANCE BROKERS LTD.

- Harcharan Parhar .
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Ph. 403-614-1797 | Email : harcharan.parhar@aaxelinsurance.com
#3256, 4310-104 Ave NE, Calgary AB T3N 1W1
www.aaxelinsurance.com

Residential | Commercial | Rural
Property Management

wwuw.careinc.ca _ _ Harcharan Parhar
1st Location : 124-4774 Westwinds Drive NE Calgary, Alberta

Email : westwinds@careine.ca BROKER
2nd Location :2110-4250 109 Ave NE, Calgary, AB (The Port Plaza) 403-681-8689

3rd Location : 45-250 Carrington Blvd NW Calgary, AB, T3P OC7 4 f . t “' . t It
Phone : 403-605-6300 | Fax : 403-536-4057 in O@II‘IS arit.com | -Instarit.com

Email : calgary@careinc.ca 400, 3115-12th St NE Calgary AB T2E 7J)2

Specialist in :
e Built Garage
e Garage Door Opener & Install
e New Garage Door

e Repair Old Garage Door

e Roofing, Fence, Deck

e New Houses Framing Custom Kitchen, Bars, Washroom
e Old House Extension & any other  Vanity, Custom Bedroom Closet
add on construction Work & All Commercial Mill Work

www.hmphome.com
Bay 11 2316 27 Ave.

Free Estlmate Paul Sekhon : 403-701-4947 NE, Calgary

(H &,Puni ab
Harpinder Sidhu Insurance Inc

INSURANCE EXPERT

SUPER VISA
INSURANCE

#* LIFE INSURANCE *RESPs
# 5106-4310 104 Ave,

NE Calgary AB T3N 1W5

CALL FOR HARPINDER SIDHU
BEST RATES LOVEPREET SIDHU
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Pro-People Arts Project
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Mapleview Ave, Brampton
Ontario, CA, L6R 1M2

Managing Director
Devinder Toor, Toronto
416-902-9372

ppapmg@gmail.com

Chief Editor
Harbans Singh
416-817-7142
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Editor
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TOP CHOIG

INSURANCE AGENCY INC

RAVINDERJIT BASRA
INSURANCE BROKER

[=) 416-845-6232
] info@topchoiceinsurance.ca

Hiring new and
experienced
insurance
agents

topchoiceinsurance.ca

O © M@
Unit 6 - 11675 Mcvean Dr, Brampton, ON, L6P 4N5
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PHARMACY

Compounding & Home Health Care by |
Vandit Vakil, RPH, APA

Pharmacy Manager

Tel: (403) 365-4262

Fax (403) 365-4313

# 113, 78 Saddlepeace Manor Ne,
Calgary, AB T3J 4C5
Email : vvakil@universalhealthcentre.com
www.universalhealthcentre.com

For Honest and Best Results
Please Call :

Cell. (403)-680-1895

Fax. (403)-457-1216
Email : taranmand@shaw.ca

MULTIPLE LISTING SERVICE® m
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Real Estate Associate

Max \lalue Healllv Ltd,

*HOME  *DISABILTY * VEHICLE FINANCE
A0 'RRSV* CRITICALILLNESS
PR MRESP * MCTCALONDS

Rom S|dh

PO??ZUCN

FORMERLY KNOWN AS SINGH & PARTNERS LAW OFFICE

Commonwealth Centre : — :
peenepvsepeNTall Carristers, Solicitors and Notry Publc
Calgary, AB T3J 0.7 Our law group practices in

REAL ESTATE | SMALL BUSINESS

Buying and Selling Buying and Selling

Tel. : 403-285-7070
Commercial and Residential Franchises, Shareholder e il

Land Development Agreements and Incorporations | pPERSONAL INJURY (Car Accident Claims)

NO LEGAL FEES UNTIL RECOVERY

Qur clignts include small busingsses, public companies, builders, land developers, chantable organizations and individuals. We donate partof our fegs to Alberta Children Hospital,

* Experienced lawyers, caring, confidential * Reasonable fees
* Free Initial Consultation * Weekend & Evening Appointments (available upon request)

IMMIGRATION

Applications for Family Class

and APPEALS,
Skilled Workers, Investors,
Refugee Claims

Condominium Projects
WILLS & ESTATE
CRIMINAL LAW

FORMATION OF
PUBLIC COMPANIES
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AT fEg gisa 3 395 SEt
Harman Buttar, ® Simmie Pandher ®
BA, CIRP, LIT, Managing Partner| Senior administrator

harmanb@bnadebtsolutions.ca Simmiep@bnadebtsolutions.ca

¢ Licensed Insolvency Trustees ® Proposal Administrators

B N A m s

F: 403-232-6262
Debt Solutions

#150, 703-64th Ave. SE
Calgary, AB T2H 2C3
www.bnadebtsolutions.ca

Mandeep Gill

Realtor”

403-408-9333

Calgary, AB
Gillhomesyyc@yahoo.com
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REALTY

e Spray Painting e Office Painting
e Dryfall Painting ® Drywall Painting

Free Estimate Available 7 Days

212 Bonnieglen Farm blvd, Caledon, ON L7C3Y3
Soecialized in Custom Homes

Bhagwant Aulakh (BOB)

Dir: 416-671-4000

springtownpaintinginc.1@gmail.com
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Red Seal

Certified
Reliable
On-Time

Swiftwrench Auto & Diesel Repair
Calgary, Airdrie, Chestermere & Surrounding

SWIFTWRENCH AUTO & DIESEL REPAIR iZ5 o

Your Car, Our Care

SIMRAN GILL
825-760-6111

swiftwrenchservice@gmail.com
swiftwrenchautorepair

Mobile Mechanic Services -
e Oil Changes - Gas & Diesel
e Brake Service & Replacement
e Battery Testing & Installation
e Check Engine Light Diagnosis
® Fluid Top-UPS & Inspections
¢ Fleet & Commercial Maintenance
® Pre-Purchase Inspections
e Suspension Repairs

We Come to You!

Advice from

someone you trust.

Life's brighter under the sun

Life & Health Insurance - Critical lliness Insurance - Disability Insurance

Employee Benefits - RESP - TFSA: RRSP - Mutual Funds

*Mutual fund business is done with your advisor through Sun Life Financial Investment Services (Canada) Inc
Advisors and their corporations conduct insurance business through Sun Life Financial Distributors (Canada) Inc
Sun Life Assurance Company of Canada is the insurer and is a member of the Sun Life group of companies.

Harvinder Singh*
587-574-0029

harvinder.h.singh@sunlife.com

© Sun Life Assurance Company of Canada, 2023

Sun Life

-
»

Tel.

Self Employed

Taxi Business

W.Avon Accounting & Tax Services

2 g kst @ R e o e g 3 e e
e 22 A 3 e e 1 5

7/

Tax Planning & Advisory Services
Weekends/Evenings Services also available.

403-561-9011
pandher_2004@yahoo.com or singhh73@gmail.com

: 403-479-4220,

GST/Payrolls/ROE

Wﬂaﬁs’éﬂm

Personal Tax Returns (Tl) JCorporate Tax Returns (T2)

WCB Returns
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AVi

DHALIWAL

ror MAYOR

i
s TiMme FOR REAL CHANGE

905.872.7000
avidhaliwal.com

v Lower Property Taxes
Keep more money in your pocket. Cut wasteful spending.

v More Jobs & Business Growth
Support local businesses. Create real opportunities for youth.

v Safer Neighbourhoods

Stronger policing. Faster response. Safer communities.

v Better Infrastructure
Fix roads. Improve transit. Build for future growth.

v Restoring Trust at City Hall

Transparent leadership. Accountability. Honest decisions.

elect@avidhaliwal.com

VOTE
OCT 26, 2026

Harmanjot Dhudike
403-975-0006

Sandhu G Construction Lid.

Preparation- Shower Base - Water Proof

We can install Ceramic Tiles & Marble,Back Splash Tiles,
Tiles on Walls, Kitchen,Washroom or anywhere in Home.
You can upgrade your Kitchen or Washroom

aSIdEt ‘g yaE A7 5= wat feg
arfest, Haa® Sa= 8T M3
IAS YT aH aa=8=
ST AUIdS I
Sharmanjot22@gmail.com

We also provide

FINTRAC Registration/Compliance
Services for Money Exchange Business

FINTRAC AML MANUAL SERVICES for

New Money Exchange Business
1of  Extensive experience with Revenue
\,Ocat\o Canada audits, reviews etc.

Harpreet Parmar..... e

Chartered Professional Accountant
o Accounting e Tax ¢ Business Adwsory

v Accounting » Financial o Statements o Personal Tax » Corporats Tax Wfﬂﬁ?@*?fﬂm
o Incorporation » Payroll « Busingss Advisory « New Business Startups WB’W’W@W
+ BookKeeping « Management o Consuling Semvices | ot B! A3 78 A 3|

Suite 218, 7 Westwinds Cres NE, Calgary, AB T3J 5H2 Park Plaza (Besides Prairie Winds Park)

Ph: (403) 271-5100, Fax: (403) 271-5171

Email: hparmar@hppcorp.ca
Website: www.hppcorp.ca

New Patients &

Walk-Ins Welcome

McKnight Village 5218 Falsbridge Dr. NE Calgary AB T3J 3G1

Dir. Jaswinder S. Bains
niYi @ I M 239 Maat ol fua

JaswinderS Bais, Ph.., OD.

Appointments also available on Saturdays & Evenings
Hf& 999 W3 BH byt miurfeeHen <t fHe RaEh 35 | -l
Services Available in Punjabi, Hindi, Urdu & English deerfootvision@yahoo.ca

403-274-4514 Rk

niarg#T fiS9 St 3isa g aav Tt
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#1150, 4818 Westwindus

Drive NE. Calgary

"z \estwinds wﬂmm’ree@we’rm
' m Open 7 Days A Week 5

New Hours Mon To Fri 9am to 9 pm and 10 am to 6 pm Weekends |~}

Free Delivery In NE

e Blister Packaging e Service in English, Punjabi, Urdu and Hindi
e Servicing This Community Since 2004 50 Puls Years of Dispensing Experience 4aribrd [l § (€5
o 5fEHeT UafHar o nigest, Inmdt, Qv 3 foe few e Quway

Fast,
Friendly,

Service!

Satvachan Lal

403-293-9360 R:E20000

Truck & Trailer Repair
& Mobile Service
Lube and Truck Wash

Gill Brothers

Owner
Tel: 905-458-3455 | Fax : 905-458-3456 | Cell : 416-312-4707

gillinderjit7@gmail.com | www.gilltruckrepair.com

1295 Shawson Drive, Mississauge, ON LW 1c4 | WWW.Savannamarketdental.com

202/204 9036 St NE
Calgary, Alberta T3J 2E

i

SAVANNA

Market Dental
Dr. Amerjot Kler | Dr. Kam Sahota | Dr. Aman Cheema

;403-590-4888
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www. . kraftsmanelectric.ca

Residential & Commercial

Licensed, Bonded & Insured

kelectric 17 @gmail.com
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GALAKY

Manager
780-604-0593

ogisics Lt Calary A Ofce: 416:644-881
Warehousing /Distrbution 1210106 Ave SE Calgary AB T26 &Y%

+1 647 558 4543 | info@Isbgrocery.ca
Unit 104-106, 4026 Meadowbrook Dr, London, ON
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Eﬁ e Y U Commitment to Excellent Service

H MEI:IF:FJ - Life Insurance '% E{PERIOR Rep;:::l;ting

- Disability Insurance | [, v anciaL crour Inc  financial institutions e

Homelife SilverCity Realty Inc. - Critical lliness Insurance S Visa.Life | ,‘ X
Brokerage Independently Owned & Operated - Super Visa Insurance uper Isq1 ITé Insurance . - \

Harbans Singh Disability, Critical lliness, Health R

Sales Representative & - Health & Dental Plans Y1 . e~

Insurance Advisor - Mortgage Insurance | |SPECIAL DISCOUNT \O\Nﬁsm%‘ :

Mob. 416-817-7142 - Visitor Insurance L/ ! \

905-913-8500 FOR VISITORS, TRUCKERS, F EE uuu E

Fax: 415-213-9010 - Segregatedit

dharbans@hotmail.com

- RRSP & TFSA WORK PERMIT, REFUGE & \ _j,,//ﬂ
Punjab -RESP | [INTERNATIONAL STUDENTS “ttyr®®
Insurance Inc.

10 - 7003 Steeles Avenue, West, Toronto, ON MOW 0A2 ca": 416 .209.6363 Hardeep AtWGI

) Sr. Insurance Advisor
11775 Bramalea Rd., Unit #201, Brampton L7R357

| MAROK LAW OFFICE

Always Taking You Forward

—
SimplelX
NMECHANICAL LT1TD

o COrpﬂrate‘_I.:ghW-' Real Estate We rrniake custorrters not sales
Wills e Affidavits ¢ Power of Attorney HWVAC - REFRIGERATION

SERVICES o S o YorkvAuthorized D?u ler
il YO RK

- AC Residential
Commercia

- HEAT PUMP

- FURNACE

R - HRV - CRV »

0 Blvd, Unit# 60, - SHEET METAL

: 1 - - WALK IN COOLER & FREEZER

ALL MAJOR BRANDS
Ritesh VVashisht

Email: simplexmechanicale@hotmail.com
www.hvacsurreybc.ca

4 WEST COAST
AAd fomE & TRuSS LTD. |

- . PRICED RIGHT AND DONE RIGHT '
Manufacturers of Quality Pre-Engineered Metal Plate Connected Wood Trusses |Jf :

| £ | 1 g.‘ L “Iﬁ
CusTtom PRODUCTS AND SERVICES OFFERED : i e
« Pre-Engineered Roof and Floor Trusses \ — _' -
« Metal Web Floor Trusses /] - s
» Custom Heavy Timber Trusses and Timber Framing Kits N

o Curved Roof and Ceiling Trusses
» Curved Timber and Laminated Joists
» Curved Fascias and Trims

« Pre-Fab Barreled and Double Barreled Vaulted Ceilings .. [
» Pre-Fab Dome and Elliptical Ceilings -

3 - CALL FOR A FREE ESTIMATE
WWW.ACLASSGRANITE.ORG MALKIT

« Structural Engineering and Inspection Services (BC, Alberta & Saskatchewan) * KITCHEN COUNTERS « STAIRCASES 778 889 9526

« VANITIES o INSTALLATIONS  **® Ghico soatoaaa )
* FIRE PLACES * REPAIRS m.swaich@aclassgranite.org

www.aclassgraniteltd.com

10230-120 Street Surrey, BC, V3V 4G1 (604) 580-3275

www.westcoasttruss.ca | info@westcoasttruss.ca (778) 896-7194
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Marxist, Akali, Khalistan sympathiser Jaswant Singh Khalra was harder to place than Satluj admits

The most obvious question about Satluj is why it could not get a censor certificate for four years. What is striking is how little there is in it to justify that delay.

Shiv Inder Singh

Punjab 95 — a film based on the
life of Jaswant Singh Khalra, the
Punjabi human rights activist killed
in illegal police custody in 1995 —
finally reached audiences on July 3,
when it was released on the OTT
platform ZEE5 under the title Satluj.
It had taken four years to get there.
Two days later, it was withdrawn
from India “until further orders” and
then internationally. Since then, the
debate around the film has only
grown louder, in Punjab and
beyond.

Directed by Honey Trehan, the
film stars Diljit Dosanjh, Arjun
Rampal, Kanwaljit Singh, Suvinder
Vicky, Jagjit Sandhu and Geetika
Vidya Ohlyan. It had been waiting for
Censor Board clearance since 2022.
Its original title was Ghallughara — a
Punjabi word meaning massacre or
genocide. The Board objected, and
the title became Punjab 95. The
Board then proposed 127 cuts. At the
time, Trehan had said: “The film is a
biopic of Jaswant Singh Khalra, and
we were asked to remove his hame
entirely. That is, quite simply, a
crime.”

And so the film stayed stuck. In
February 2025 an international
release was announced and a teaser
dropped, only for the release to be
postponed once again. Then, on July
3, it appeared on ZEES5 as Satluj.
Trehan insisted that “there are no
cuts in this film, nor has there been
any compromise regarding its
original form”. Khalra’s family also
maintains that the version streamed
on ZEE5 is exactly the one that was
screened for them.

Not everyone agrees. Gyan
Singh Sandhu, a founding member of
the World Sikh Organization in
Canada, recalls a different cut: “A few
months ago, when Honey visited
Canada, he screened the film for
some people. | watched it then. He
has since removed certain scenes |
saw at the time — powerful ones. The
scene where the then DGP, K P S Gill,
meets Khalra face to face. A scene
showing Khalra being brutally
beaten in police custody. Some of
the courtroom scenes are gone too.
Even so, | believe the film stays close
to the truth” It is worth
remembering that it was the World
Sikh Organization that invited Khalra
to Canada in 1995 — an episode the
film itself depicts.

Gurpreet Singh, an Indian-origin
journalist based in Canada, offers
another glimpse of that period:
“Honey Trehan came to Canada in
February. He wanted to sell the film
there, because India’s Censor Board
was blocking its clearance. He seems
to have changed that plan later. He
screened it for several people and
looked to be under enormous
pressure. When | asked for an
interview, he declined. He said his
legal team had advised him not to
speak to foreign media.”

Explaining the India takedown
initially, ZEE5 had said: “In light of
current developments, Satluj will not
be available in India until further
notice. We are exploring all
appropriate legal avenues to bring
this film back to our audience as soon
as possible.”

A committee formed by the

union information and broadcasting
ministry to examine the film said the
restrictions should remain as the
movie goes against India’s
sovereignty and integrity.

The politics of a ban

The reaction in Punjab was
immediate, and, predictably,
partisan. Every party found
something in the film to use.

The governing Aam Aadmi
Party opposed the removal,
defending the film’s story and its
factual basis while using the occasion
to attack the Congress, the Akali Dal
and the BJP. Within the Congress,
leaders such as Dharamvir Gandhi,
Sukhpal Khaira, Charanjit Singh
Channi and Pargat Singh have backed
the film and opposed the ban;
others in the party have judged
silence to be the safer course.

The Akali Dal, meanwhile,
opposes the ban while attacking the
Congress government of Beant Singh
that presided over those years, and
simultaneously claims Khalra as one
of its own. The Shiromani Gurdwara
Parbandhak Committee and the
Jathedar of the Akal Takht have also
come out against the removal. With
a BJP-led government at the Centre,
the opposition has naturally trained
its fire there.

The BJP’s Punjab unit, for its
part, looks caught. State president
Kewal Dhillon has met the Union
Ministry of Information and
Broadcasting to demand that the ban
be lifted. Union Minister of State
Ravneet Singh Bittu, on the other
hand, is opposing the film openly; in
one video he can be seen stoking
Hindu sentiment in Punjab against it.
Party spokesperson R P Singh has
tried to lower the temperature by
announcing that a committee has
been formed to review the film.

The ban has had the effect bans
usually have. Digital copies are

circulating hand to hand across
Punjab on WhatsApp and other
apps. Screenings are being held in
village gurdwaras and community
spaces, with the Shiromani Akali Dal
and Amritpal Singh’s Waris Punjab
De actively organising them. Diljit
Dosanjh, who plays Khalra, has
voiced support for these public

screenings. Trehan, the director, has
asked people to stop. It is, after all,
piracy.

The police cases were real

Beneath the noise, the film has
pushed older questions back to the
surface: about Khalra’s work, his
vision, and the era he lived and died
in.

Satluj follows Khalra’s effort to
expose extrajudicial  killings,
enforced disappearances and illegal
cremations carried out by the police
during the years of militancy in
Punjab. Khalra had documented
bodies cremated in Tarn Taran, Patti,
Ajnala and Durgiana (Amritsar)
between June 1984 and December
1994 — bodies that, he argued, were
evidence of the police’s unlawful
conduct.

According to the Central Bureau
of Investigation, it was precisely this
campaign that made him a target of
the local police. A conspiracy was
hatched; on September 6, 1995,
police officers abducted Khalra from
his home. He was held in illegal
custody, killed, and his body thrown
into a canal at Harike in Tarn Taran
district.

The case eventually reached
the CBI, which filed a charge sheet
in a Patiala court in 1996 against nine
police officers. The prime accused
was Ajit Singh Sandhu, then SSP of
Tarn Taran. The others included
Ashok Kumar, Satnam Singh,
Rachhpal Singh, Jasbir Singh, Amarijit
Singh, Surinder Pal Singh and DSP
Jaspal Singh. Charges could never be
framed against Sandhu — he had
already taken his own life. The rest
were tried under Sections 364, 120-
B and 34 of the IPC. The film goes
further than the charge sheet, raising
questions about the roles of the
then Chief Minister and of Punjab
Police chief K P S Gill, and suggesting
that Khalra was killed at Gill's behest

— Khalra had repeatedly challenged
Gill to a public debate on custodial
deaths.

No comparison
propaganda films

The most obvious question
about the film is why it could not get
a censor certificate for four years.
What is striking is how little there is
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in it to justify that delay. The film
does not really indict the system or
those who ran it. It lays the blame on
a handful of policemen and officers,
and portrays national agencies such
as the CBI as honest and diligent.

Its release on a platform like
ZEE5 — and its quiet disappearance
from it — is worth thinking about. As
much as it is worth remembering
how often films have arrived in the
neighbourhood of state elections in
recent years: The Kerala Story before
the Kerala polls, Bengal Files before
the West Bengal Assembly elections,
and before them outright
propaganda vehicles like Sabarmati
Express and The Kashmir Files,
championed by everyone from the
Prime Minister down to local BJP
functionaries, and rewarded with tax
exemptions.

Should Satluj be read the same
way?

Not straightforwardly. There is
no religious hatred in it; the victims
of the atrocities it depicts share a
religion with most of the
perpetrators. It is a work of art, and
it contains what is arguably Diljit’s
finest performance. But does the
timing — an election season — mean
nothing at all?

Pavel Kussa, a political and
social activist and editor of the
revolutionary magazine Surkh Leeh,
states: “Filmmakers are
businessmen and artists like Diljit are
merely tools of the trade. The real
game begins afterwards. When a
film is halted, when it is cleared,
when it is banned — these are
decided by the vote-bank arithmetic
of governments and parties. Films
like The Kashmir Files and
Dhurandhar are made to a plan. And
even films made with no such intent
become opportunities that
politicians go looking for, depending
on the moment.”

The behaviour of the BJP, the
Akali Dal and Waris Punjab De
around this film illustrates the point
well enough.

It misses the question of
Khalra’s ideology

The second large question the
film raises is about Khalra himself.
Ideology neither adds to nor
subtracts from the value of his work,
and it certainly does not excuse his
murder. But it does tell us something
about a man’s convictions and his
cast of mind.

The film presents Khalra as a
human rights activist and a humanist,
and nothing more. Among Panthic
circles, the picture is more
contested.

One camp sees him as a liberal
Sikh and a rights defender; the other
sees an activist shaped by Khalistani
ideology. The split runs through the
two books written about him —
Ajmer Singh’s Shaheed Jaswant
Singh Khalra, in Punjabi, and
Gurmeet Kaur’s The Valiant Jaswant
Singh Khalra, in English.

Khalra was born in 1952 in
Khalra village, Tarn Taran district, into
a family with a history of resistance.
His grandfather, Harnam Singh, was
a Ghadar Party activist who took part
in India’s freedom struggle; he was
one of the 376 passengers aboard
the Komagata Maru, and served
time in Lahore Jail. As a student,
Jaswant Singh Khalra held leftist
views, was drawn to Marxism and
Leninism, and was associated for a
time with the Naujawan Bharat
Sabha. He later worked as a bank
manager. It was the sudden
disappearance of a colleague, and
his own attempt to find him, that
turned him into a human rights
activist, working with a rights
organisation.

Contemporaries recall that
several human rights organisations
were active in Punjab in that period,
but that Khalra preferred to work
alone rather than alongside them. At
first he condemned both police
atrocities and killings by Khalistanis.
Later, he narrowed his attention to
police killings of Sikh youths
associated with the Khalistan
movement. One explanation
offered for this shift is the far greater
interest that national and
international rights bodies were
then taking in those Kkillings.

Gurdyal Singh Bal, a Punjabi
journalist from Khalra’s own area
who knew him well, writes in his
long essay Gurmeet Singh Pinki Diyan
Chinghaaran te Punjab Siyasat Diyan
Smritiyan de Kujh Ansh (The screams
of Gurmeet Singh Pinki and some
fragments of Punjab’s political
memories) that Khalra would
defend several killings carried out by
Khalistanis.

Between 1990 and 1992, while
in England, Khalra wrote for
Liberation Khalistan, a newspaper
shaped by Khalistani politics. An
article of his from February 1992 was
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titled “Chonan di Khed: Ki eh khedni
chahidi hai jaan nahi?” — later
published in English by Baaz News as
“The game of elections: Should it be
played or not?”

The piece leaves little doubt
about his views at the time. In it he
puts the number of “martyrs” who
died for Khalistan at 50,000. He
describes Satwant Singh and Kehar
Singh, Indira Gandhi’s assassins, as
martyrs greater than Bhagat Singh
and Kartar Singh Sarabha. And he
argues that Khalistan will never be
won through elections. This was, it
should be said, the moment when
the Akali Dal and several hardline
Sikh factions were boycotting the
1992 Punjab Assembly polls.

The Canada
misrepresented

In 1995 Khalra was invited to
Canada by the World Sikh
Organization — a body where a
section has been sympathetic to the
cause of Khalistan. A Toronto-based
journalist and radio host, speaking on
condition of anonymity, is dismissive
of how the film handles this: “In
reality the organisation has been
dominated by 30 or 35 families. The
film treats the invitation as a
monumental event. It wasn’t. We
routinely arrange meetings between
visitors from India and our Members
of Parliament. In its early years, the
organisation openly advocated
Khalistani views; later it confined
itself to legal and human rights work.
Khalra was invited by Sukhvinder
Singh Hansra, one of its founding
members. Hansra held Khalistani
beliefs but did not believe in
violence. It was around the second
anniversary of his radio group,
Ankhila Punjab.”

It was that media group which
interviewed Khalra during his visit.
The host, Inderjit Singh Bal, opens
the programme sounding
sympathetic to Khalistan. Khalra
expresses his support for the idea of
??Khalistan and calls Jarnail Singh
Bhindranwale “one of the heroes of
the community in this century”. “In
my view, his sacrifice has awakened
us to redefine our (the Sikhs’)
relationship with India.” He criticises
the hardline politics of the BJP and
Shiv Sena, and questions whether
India is truly democratic and secular.
The interview is on YouTube.

So is a second video — a speech
he gave at a Toronto gurdwara —from
which the film borrows excerpts.

In her book, Gurmeet Kaur
writes that Khalra went on hunger
strike in protest when the Babri
Masjid was demolished, and
resigned from the Akali Dal. Rajiv
Singh Randhawa — a close friend and
an eyewitness to Khalra’s abduction
— disputes this. Khalra did oppose
the demolition, he told me, but the
resignation story is wrong: Khalra
only joined the Akali Dal in 1994, and
served as General Secretary of its
human rights wing. According to
Randhawa, no Akali leader other
than Gurcharan Singh Tohra paid that
wing the slightest attention.

Khalra’s wife, Paramjit Kaur,
alleges that Prakash Singh Badal, on

visit

coming to power in 1997, shelved
the investigation into fake
encounters. She contested the 1999
election from Tarn Taran on a ticket
from Tohra’s Sarb Hind Akali Dal, and
the 2019 Lok Sabha election from
Khadoor Sahib for the Punjab Ekta
Party. She lost both times.

The toll doesn’t add up

The film also invites scrutiny
over its numbers. It cites 25,000
unclaimed bodies.

That figure does not hold up.

What Khalra actually
documented were 2,097 bodies in
his own area. From that he made an
extrapolation — later repeated as a
settled number — that the total
across Punjab would exceed 25,000.
And here a crucial qualification is in
order: the highest concentration of
fake encounters in that period
occurred precisely in Khalra’s area.
Twenty-seven percent of Punjab’s
police atrocities took place there,
which means his area was the worst
case, not a representative sample.

Advocate R S Bains, speaking in
an India Today debate, adds other
tallies to Khalra’s 2,097: the rights
activist Ram Narayan traced 2,700
cases; the activists Jaswant and
Sukhwant found 5,500; Satnam Bains
identified 6,600. Added together,
these still fall well short of 25,000,
and it is extremely difficult to know
how much overlap there is between
them.

The film does make wus
remember Punjab’s darkest years

For all the questions the film
leaves unanswered, it does what a
film about this period should do: it
makes us remember. It returns us to
Punjab’s darkest years — the state’s
brutality, and the killing of innocent
young Sikh men in the name of a
crackdown on militancy.

But that is only half the picture.
The other half is that the champions
of the Khalistan movement pulled
passengers off buses, checked their
identities, and shot them. Many of
Punjab’s finest — people who stood
against the Khalistanis and against
state repression — were killed for it.

Who can forget Avtar Singh
Pash, Baldev Singh Mann, Jaimal
Singh Padda, Deepak Dhawan, all of
whom gave their lives for communal
harmony? Or the playwright
Gursharan Singh, who through
those long, bleak nights stood
against both state tyranny and
communal forces, using his theatre
to plead for unity and brotherhood?
It was people like these who carried
slogans across the countryside: We
will not let Hindus and Sikhs be
turned against each other; we will
not let 1947 happen again.

That era also produced human
rights activists and organisations
who refused to take sides by
religion. Who named oppression
and murder for what they were.
Whether the hand that committed
them belonged to the police or to
the Khalistanis. Punjab in those
years cannot be understood
without reading their stories, sitting
with them, and giving them their
due.
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25+ years
of experience

MALKIT SWAICH

« General Contracting

« Quality Framing
«2-5-10 Year_Warranty

778.889.9526 i

« Quality Custom Homes
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MANTRA

CONSTRUCTION
Design & Build

Commercial, Residential & Industrial

We fulfill your needs

Experienced Professional Team & Builders

OUR SERVICES
@ CONSULTATION
® PROJECT MANAGEMENT
® DRAWING PLANS
® CITY PLANS
e APPROVALS
@ RESTAURANT / FRANCHISES
® DEMOLITION / RENOVATIONS

® DECKS & PATIOS
@ LANDSCPING+

'3 335 & AN & nieHget 83 99
f&@3r I »ifad A=g &t famg I
ot miul® St

fer mat A fead3za3T &
afBfane fesawmrdt mrar = et
waTfey © fegat 3 3% <F 999
T &% &% AYd, H3Y, IBMT,
ngmm
Wmﬂuﬂ’tmgewér@ﬂ?
A&t gret € ga<t 9d9r Jet|

WE BUILD

YOUR NEW PROJECT

SPEIALIZE IN MDEICAL OFFICES - PHARMACIES
RESTAURANTS - SPAS - RETAIL OUTLETS + MORE

COMMERCIAL - RESIDENTIAL & INDUSTRIAL
FOR FREE CONSULTATION

CALL US: 416-833-2162

mantraconstruction 247@gmail.com  www.mantraconstruction.ca

) %’?@e
0 A

y "
\.
| PLANNING YORU DREAM HOME |

TANGERINE

T DEVELOPMENTS LTD

Channi Makkar

Vice President, Construction

Mobile : 604-783-074%
Office : 604-652-2733

channi@tangerinedevelopments.com
tangerinedevelopments.com

203 - 15350 Croydon Drive
Surrey, BC V2Z 025

! Al

D YOUR DREAM BUILDING

WE ARE ALL DONE
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Galaxy Kitchen Cabinets Ltd.

Residential & Commercial

Call for Free Estimate :

Sarbjit S. Mangat
778-549-4740

o Custom Cabinets  Countertops
e Vanities Bars ¢ Entertainment Units

Baljinder Singh

Graphic Designer

All types of Newspaper Advts. Newspaper
Planning, Designing of Catalogues, Brochures etc.

fregama® g & Uug 'S Oarst 3T, Afas,
mMyfasa IS 5 3g aa=@ et Auda a9

+91-92167-29598
E-mail : akashdeep.1064@gmail.com | baljinderptal@gmail.com

MJTHS 2026

Hans

Demolltion & Excavating

* Excavating * Demolition
*Sand Gravel

* Drain Tiles * Backfill
* Backhoe Service
*Trucking

* Land Clearing

Free Estimates
3822 Marine Way
* Hourly or Contract Burnaby, B.C. V5 3H4

Trust Your Memories to the Professionals

Dream Productions inc.

Wedding, Birthday, Engagement, Slide Show, Music Video, T.V. Program,
Modeling Picture, Concert, Community Event Etc.

S We can Also Arrange
Decoration
Party Rentals
Customer satisfaction is our pride!

PHOTOGRAPHY
DJ, Lighting, screen
Projector live sound etc.

Digital Photography
403-835-2762 or 29 DREAM 37326

(Coloured, black and white)
Special Packages Available For All Occasions in Calgary

Video film with single, double
& multiple camera system
(Broadcast Quality)

ZOLO:EIE:

Mandeep Dhaliwal

Sales Representative

416-648-9053
416-898-8932

dhaliwal.mandeep137@gmail.com

202-895 Lawrence Ave E, North York, ON M3C 3L2

_..-'

. f
- f We Offer:

g “Competitive Salary

* Fuel Cards

* Late Model Equirment

* NewPay Package

EHLHﬁs

o) Hiring Drivers/Owners/Operators

We Require: For:

* 2 Years Experience “GTa

* Clean Current Abstract * ON-QC

* Ability to Cross Border “ ON-MB-AB-BC
* Positive, Professional attitude ~ USA

* On Site Maintenance Facility
* Extra Drops and Pickups Paid
* Guaranteed Miles Per Month
* Guaranteed Home Time

Frightline inc. SAFETY : PHONE 416-644-8881 ext# 111
CELL : 437-429-1300
FAX: 416-644-8882

EMaAIL: dispatch@galaxyfreightline.com
* 1580 Britannia Road East *Mississauga *"ON *L4W 1J)2

www. galaxvireightline.com
TRANSPORT

oo ac{Pp) UsiGanada
Bob Dhaliwal
President
Phonett 1-844-820-3434 EXT 112
647-554-9723
Fax#1-416-981-3515
19 Wheeler Dr
Bolton, ON L7E4HS8

Description

We're currently hiring AZ drivers and O/O for Long haul to California and Midwest ( Flatbed)
and Dryvan and reefer (Midwest)

What we are offering:

e Great Pay e Great work environment e Consistent work & and miles! e Scale bypass
Requirements for our AZ Truck Driver positions:

e Valid AZ license e Previous 2 Year min Experience moving a tractor trailer ¢ Clean Abstract &

Commercial Driving record ¢ Clean Criminal Background.
For further details on hiring, please apnly directly & we will be in touch. Feel free to e-mail your resume at

BOB@DMTRANSPORT.CA or call me Boh 416-318-5032

Email : bob@dmtransport.ca
Web : www.dmtransport.ca
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www.malwatires.ca

UNIT - JK 8616 44 STREET
SE CALGARY, AB

Truck and Trailer Alignments

Wheel Balance

New and used Truck and Trailer Tires

Change overs, Rotations and Flat Repairs

FOR MORE INFO, CALL
Q 403-899-1985 0 9 NoBLE
24/ SERVICE

services@malwatires.com
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Ramandeep Gill

Amarjit Pangly

www.instarit.com

Mousam Mann

Harcharan Parhar

#3256, 4310-104 Ave NE Calgary AB T3N 1W3

Karmjit Singh Gill

Estate with Insta Realty Team.

Email:

403-613-5868

info@instarit.com
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PARENTS & GRAND
PARENTS FOR A

FREE HEARING TEST
S 403 723 3141

www.primehearing.clinic
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PRIME

1410-6004 Country Hills Blvd NE

¥ Building 1401 Calgary, AB T3N 1T8

APEX SKY MEDICAL CENTRE

URDU

HEARING CLINIC

WE SPEAK YOUR LANGUAGE

Ut |

ES
| ENGLISH

*Conditions Apply

Ramandeep (Reet) Kaur
Registered Hearing Aid Prcatitioner(RHAP)

Board Certified Hearing Instrument Specialist(BC-HIS)
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DIRECT BILLING AVAILABLE FOR HOIME CARE
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Taralake
Dental

Taralake Dental offers Full
Range of General and Cosmetic
Dental Services

i
DEN

D E

ALAKE

TAL

Oral Exams and Checkups | Dental Cleanings | Children's Dentistry
Cosmetic Procedures : Crowns, Bridges | Teeth Whitening | Tooth Coloured Fillings
Same Day Emergencies | Root Canals | Wisdom Tooth Extraction

Ph. : 403-455-1600 | Fax : 403-764-9788

contact@taralakedental.com | www.taralakedental.com
Unit 321 (2nd Floor) 7171 80th Ave NE Calgary, AB T3J OP6

RDSP UP TO $90,000 GOVERNMENT GRANT + BOND.

SUPER VISA INSURANCE

&‘Puni ab

Insurance Inc

LIFE INSURANCE | CRITICAL ILLNESS INSURANCE
DISABILITY INSURANCE | TRAVEL INSURANCE
VISITOR INSURANCE | RESP, RRSP, TFSA & FHSA

HARPREET RANA NIAMAT RANA

'Y 416-871-3571 416-206-1616

WWW.PUNJABINSURANCE.CA




