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Homelife = 11y

Realty Inc..Brokerage ispes

Call for your home BUYING
& SELLING needs

BALJINDER SANGHA

REALTOR

(Certified Condominium Specialist)

403-680-3212

haljlndersangha@urban-realty ca
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¢ Home Insurance

o Life Insurance

¢ Critical illness

» Disability Insurance

¢ Car Loans 2 JTEE

¢ Business Insurance

urban

Real Estate Services Ltd.

Hans

Demolition & Excavating

i,

We are Hiring New &
Experienced Realtors.
* * We can also help you to get Realtor License.
Excavating * Demolition
* Sand Gravel
* Drain Tiles * Backfill
* Backhoe Service

* Trucking

* Land Clearing 3822 Marine Way
* Hourly or Contract Burnaby, B.C. V5J 3H4

We provide following Services:
* Residential e Commercial eBusiness eLand
e Investment eProperty Management Services

Book Your New Dream Home with our team in Savanna,
City Scape, Red Stone, Corner Stone, Home Stead, Cochrane

Free Estimates

St NE Calga v AB
tin fo @instarit.com

Sherjang Singh Rana
416.910.9000

SUPER VISA INSURANCE

@===PUNJAB INSURANCE INC.

e Life Insurance e Mortgage Insurance e Critical lliness
Insurance e Disability Insurance ¢ RESP, RRSP

www.punjabinsurance.ca
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+ Frete feRaH
o afectas feman feRen
o fmififiset féRem

o fewoR fERaR
Call us for FREE Insurance Quote
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Adarat & W

Paramjit Plaha

2954.4444

= paramjit@paramijit.ca
@ paramijit.ca

210 - 2323 32 Ave NE
Calgary AB T2E 623

Sandeep Ahuja
416.660.1010
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NEW & EXPERIENCED ADVISORS
Ravinderjit Basra

416-845-6232

S ECUREILIFE

INSURANCE AGENCY INC.

A

_J i i

www.securelifeinsurance.ca
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PROFESSIONAL CONSTRUCTION LTD.

Specialist in:

Built Garage

Garage Door Opener & Install
New Garage Door

Repair Old Garage Door
Roofing, Fence, Deck

New Houses Framing

www. hmphome.com
5t daw vl w¥ daw 5 G, |

et digw 59, yaet e 39 falm,

gfear, &n, 39, 5¢ wat & adfir,
Yde WT & WeneHs WY I3 et @

TN T A JIEE BE &5 AT |

Old House Extension & any other add on construction Work

Giced 7 HMP CUSTOM CABINETS LT,

Specialist in : Custom Kitchen, Bars, Washroom
Vanity, Closet & All Commerclal Mill Work

Free Estimate Paul Sekhon: 403-701-4947 LR AREEILEIFLVER) Calgary Ph. : 403

Calgary, AB T3J 0J7

Reliance /Legal Group LLP

FORMERLY KNOWN AS SINGH & PARTNERS LAW OFFICE

Commonwealth Centre
Unit 1101, 3961-52™ Ave.N.E.

Barristers, Solicitors and Notary Public
Our law group practices in

IMMIGRATION
Applications for Family Class
and APPEALS,

Skilled Workers, Investors,
Refugee Claims

Commercial and Residential

REAL ESTATE
Buying and Selling

Land Development
Condominium Projects
WILLS & ESTATE
CRIMINAL LAW

SMALL BUSINESS
Buying and Selling
Franchises, Shareholder

FORMATION OF
PUBLIC COMPANIES

Tel. : 403-285-7070

e @

et bl PERSONAL INJURY (Car Accident Claims)
NO LEGAL FEES UNTIL RECOVERY

Our clients include small businesses, public companies, builders, land developers, charitable organizations and individuals. We donate part of our fees to Alberta Children Hospital
* Experienced lawyers, caring, confidential * Reasonable fees
* Free Initial Consultation * Weekend & Evening Appointments (available upon request)
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Gurpreet Gill

Founder
(403) 408-6566
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DIRECT :
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403-629-6257

403-827-6257

We also provide

FINTRAC Registration/Compliance
Services for Money Exchange Business

FINTRAC AML MANUAL SERVICES for

NBW Money Exchange Business
10N Extensive experience with Revenue
\,053“0 Canada audits, reviews etc.

Chartered Professional Accountant
o Accounting e Tax ¢ Business Adwsory

o Accouning o Financial o Satements o PersonalTaxoCorprat Tax | 397 i Eof 37 ¢ fowom
v Incorporation + Payrol ¢ Business Advisory o New Business Startups QU W W e
+ BookeKgeping » Management » Consulting Services

Suite 218, 7 Westwinds Cres NE, Calgary, AB T3J 5H2 Park Plaza (Besides Prairie Winds Park)

Ph: (403) 271-5100, Fax: (403) 271-5171

afer B¢ 1 978 v

Email: hparmar@hppcorp.ca
Website: www.hppcorp.ca

We can install Ceramic Tiles & Marble,Back Splash Tiles,
Tiles on Walls, Kitchen,Washroom or anywhere in Home.
You can upgrade your Kitchen or Washroom

ST HUdH a9

Harmanjot Dhudike ] :
Sharmanjot22@gmail.com

403-975-0006
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Apinder Aujla
BSc.Pharm

10% Discount on OTC Products with this coupon

EXP : Dec 31, 2023 | LIMIT : 1 Coupon per Visit

e Blister Packaging e Service in English, Punjabi, Urdu and Hindi
e Servicing This Community Since 2004 e 50 Puls Years of Dispensing Experience
o Sf@&HeT UAfHar o nigewt, (amdt, 9w 3 fav few e Quway

® 2004 3 AT fET ¢ 50 A% 3 ST € HGET IAIT

403-293-93 60 BRI

#1150, 4818 Westwindus

Drive NE. Calgary

Video film with single, double
& multiple camera system
(Broadcast Quality)

Digital Photography
(Coloured, black and white)
digital enhancement

Trust Your Memories to the Professionals

Wedding, Birthday, Engagement, Slide Show, Music Video, T.V. Program,
Modeling Picture, Concert, Community Event Etc.

A We can Also Arrange
Decoration
Party Rentals
Customer satisfaction is our pride!

PHOTOGRAPHY

DJ, Lighting, screen
Projector live sound etc.

D ALY 33'31 MUET geremi E'TE'EI'?S
 Open 7 Days A Week &

New Hours Mon To Fri 9am to 9 pm and 10 am to 6 pm Weekends |

Free Delivery In NE

Fast,

Friendly,
Hassle Free
Service!

403-835-2762 or 29 DREAM z7326)

Special Packages Available For All Occasions in Calgary

4851 Westwmds D five NE

Suite 217, Calgary, AB T3, 4L4
Bus: 403-568-4330
Email romi sidhu@degjarding.com

B & Statefarm ¢

1S NOW

Monday - Friday %am to 5:30pm
Wegkends: All Other Times
Only Appointments

0 Desjardins

Insurance

*HOME
*AUTO  *RRSV
*LIFE  *RESP

*DISABILTY * VEHICLE FINANCE
* CRITICAL ILLNESS g
* MUTUAL FUNDS PO2T20CN

Romi Sldhu
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Calgary ¢ 403-605-6300

FHE9 3 AR 1020 3 6 20 3
=

H&E RISt aHWY d9 3t ISt Iwsefort 9 Axet I 1agadr § SH-
Y ATt ¥F TB CareInc. 3 IT U &St T Care Audiology ! fHE
gfertt Tt Latest HEST 5% S&T T hearing test 13T Afer I 13AT
HE3 hearing aid 3= A3 J et &9 AKR J119 A 3° 20
©Ha =fenit | hearing test free I9T 31

: ) Payment Plans “
- Available

www.careinc.ca

Calgary Store: #124 - 4774 Westwinds Drive N.E., Calgary Alberta, Canada
Phone: 403-605-6300 Fax : 403-536-4057 Email : calgary@careinc.ca
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Advice from

wi

© Sun Life Assurance Company of Canada, 2021,

someone you trust.

It's important to protect yourself and your family from
the financial impact of lost income due to accident,
illness or disability. Do you have a plan in place?

Sun Life

Critical illness insurance ¢ Life insurance ¢ Personal Health Insurance

Harvinder Singh
587-574-0029
harvinder.h.singh@sunlife.com

Sun Life Assurance Company of Canada is a member of the Sun Life group of companies,

Nl

)

Self Employed

Taxi Business

Tel. : 403-479-4220, 403-561-9011

pandher_2004@yahoo.com or singhh73@gmail.com

WAvon coutng  ar S

V) et

e a3 3 A sy

Personal Tax Returns (TI)JCorporate Tax Returns (T2)

Tax Planning & Advisory Services
Weekends/Evenings Services also available.

R R BT I

GST/Payrolls/ROE

WCB Returns




93544-30711
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Please Call :

REALTOR’
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oAy 3¢ ' o9 fes A= Qusaa |
Please email or message on Instagram @llash_n_pout
Corner Meadows Gate NE, Calgary, AB T3N

780-850-7730

For Honest and Best Results

Nav Gill :

at reasonable price.

Cell. (403)-680-1895
Fax. (403)-457-1216
Email : taranmand@shaw.ca

me[E

Lash Extension Service
Looking for lash extensions in Calgary?
| offer classic, hybrid and volume sets

Located in Cornerstone, NE.

Taranjit "T. )." Mand

Real Estate Associate

Max Value Reality Ltd,
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Graphic Designer

AII types of Newspaper Advts. Newspaper
Plannmg, Designing of Catalogues, Brochures etc.

fregsHss fimg € Uue '3 UArdt 9T, Arfag,
Mfad IAs1 5% 3T a8 et AU a9

+91-92167-29598

E-mail : akashdeep.1064@gmail.com | baljinderptal@gmail.com

Cell :

* Self Employed

Sukhvinder S Toor

Mortgage Associate
The Mortgage Centre Elevo Mortgages

: 403-919-1444
Office : 403-264-7750 | Fax : 403-264-7752

Elevo Mortgages Unit 210, 6424-36 Street NE, Calgary, AB T3J 4C8
Email : toor.s@mortgagecentre.com | www.toormortgage.com

The Mortgage Centre

Access to Multiple Lenders Including major banks

* New Purchase * Refinance * Preapprovals
* Debt Consolidation * New Immigrants

Est. 1989

New Patients &
Walk-Ins Welcome

laswinderSBains, Ph.D,, 0D,

Appointments also available on Saturdays & Evenings
Rfs SIea M3 B Ewit niufeeien <t s Rareit 35 | . 8
Services Available in Punjabi, Hindi, Urdu & English deerfootvision@yahoo.ca

McKnight Village 5218 Falsbridge Dr. NE Calgary AB T3J 3G1
Dr. Jaswindenr S. Bains

NiYi @ I M 939 Maat Sl THS

403-274-4514 RS
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HOMELIFE SILVERCITY REALTY INC.
Independently Owned & Operated

Harbans Singh

Sales Representative

416-817-7142 [
905-913-8500 ©

dharbans@hotmail.com 5=

BROKERAGE

M»E)(I"ERIOR

INANCIAL GROUP INC
SuperVisa,Life Insurance
Disability, Critical lliness, Health

SPECIAL DISCOUNT
FOR VISITORS, TRUCKERS, F E uu E
WORK PERMIT, REFUGE &

INTERNATIONAL STUDENTS
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Hardeep Atwal

Call: 416.209.636 3 sr. Financial Adviso

TRANSPORT

Bob Dhaliwal

President

647-554-9723

19 Wheeler Dr
Bolton, ON L7E4HS8
Email :

US&Canada
‘-“ ace Ac\i ") S==K3ABonded

Phone# 1-844-820-3434 EXT 112

Fax # 1-416-981-3515

bob@dmtransport.ca
Web : www.dmtransport.ca

Description
We're currently hiring AZ drivers and O/O for Long haul to California and Midwest ( Flatbed)
and Dryvan and reefer (Midwest)
What we are offering:

e Great Pay e Great work environment e Consistent work & and miles! e Scale bypass
Requirements for our AZ Truck Driver positions:

e Valid AZ license e Previous 2 Year min Experience moving a tractor trailer ¢ Clean Abstract &

Commercial Driving record e Clean Criminal Background.

For further details on hiring, please apply directly & we will he In touch. Feel free to e-mail your resume at

BOB@DMTRANSPORT.CA or call me Boh 416-318-5032
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&yPumiab Supcr (isa Insurance

» Life Insurance « Mortgage Insurance o Critical lliness
Insurance e Disability Insurance « RESP, RRSP

303, 7- Westwinds Cres. NE Calgary AB, Canada T3J5H2

HarpINDER SIDHU— Website : www.calgaryinsurancequotes.com
(403) 404-3500

gigdl I{H‘Hﬁ:r e ——

34176427185
171 72-45345

&< : A=t ﬁﬁmammaﬁnfha@m

M Obl |e S|g ns | Ajay pal Jatinder Singh
eod/c All kinds of mobile sign board Manager Manager
best mobile sign BALANY  604-653-7841  403-992-0004

1 Kamal Sidhu call for yours | Logises tdClary et Office : 416-644-3881
' 403-966-7167 bestmobilesigns@gmail.com | Nershousing Distibution 7270 106 Ave SE Calgary, AB T2C 4Y5

"84276-1 8686
62800-68493
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We provide following Services:
* Residential

* Commercial
®* Business ¢ Land
¢ [nvestment

¢ Property
¢ Management Services

We are Hiring New &

Experienced Realtors.
We can also help you to get Realtor License.

Book Your New Dream Home with our team
in Savanna, City Scape, Red Stone, Corner
Stone, Home Stead, Cochrane

Harcharan Parhar

REAL ESTATE BROKER
www.instarlt.com

403.681.8689

400, 3115-12th St NE Calgary AB T2E 7J2
Email: info@instarlt.com

SAVANNA

Market Dental
Dr. Amerjot Kler | Dr. Kam Sahota | Dr. Aman Cheema
202/204 9036 St NE
Calgary, Alberta T3J

2r3 403-590-4388

www.savannamarketdental.com

Aman Gill

We Provide Following Financial Security Advisor

Insurance Services

* SUPER VISA /TRAVEL INSURANCE
* DISABILITY INSURANCE
* MEDICAL AND DENTAL PLANS
* CRITICAL ILLNESS INSURANCE
LIFE INSURANCE (TERM OR WHOLE LIFE)
* MORTGAGE OR LOAN INSURANCE
* RESP (CHILDREN EDUCATION PLANS)
* RRSP (RETIREMENT SAVING PLANS)
INVESTMENTS (SEG FUNDS)
NO MEDICAL OR FUNERAL INSURANCE

=
=

2102, 3730-108 Ave. NE Calgary AB T3N 1V8

Cell: 403-919-6962

Email: amandeepbrr440@gmail.com

BMO 9 M Manulife Financial

"" Roy al Bank Ec |llt| || 1 Life ,AA’ e Canada L|fe‘

of Canada™  Financlal Group  Foresters IVCIrl
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<;» GREATWEST

0 Desjardins
Financial Security®
Independent Network

IR 93 FDU/I éﬁgl%

A Non-Profit, Volunteer Service to Promote
\ ) New Readership & Encourage New Writers!
A \/l sfae aig '3 fagm file sa=ge
e HUda a9 :

Book Exhibition & Sale!
Contact: Master Bhajan Singh at 403-455-4220

SHAHEED BHAGAT SINGH BOOK CENTRE
Calgary Canada

PUNIABI SWEETS

House & Restaurant

Take out
"We do catering also ,

Fast & Best

All Kinds of Sweets
Non-Veg & Vegi Food

Friendly
Service

3903552

Bay 113 216 Saddle Towne C|r N.E. T3J 0C9
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= Life Insurance
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= Disability & Critical Insurance
(Money Back)

+ Long Term Care Insurance
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= Visitor & Super Visa Insurance
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« Group Life, Health, Dental & Drug Plans

I will help you understand the
product and provide trusted
service to choose the product that

fits your needs and life style.
Give me a call for all your
personal and business needs.

647-763-4862
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Houses are no more affordable; Rising

AS9d 2023

Dr. Hardeep
S Atwal

For a growing number of
Canadians, the housing market
is broken. Interest rates are
raised many times since last
year. The homeowners are
getting exhausted with the ever-
growing financial burden of
monthly payments of home
mortgage. The mortgage is no
more affordable to the first
buyers. The cost of home
ownership remains close to all-
time highs relative to income.
Tight rental markets have given
landlords tremendous
bargaining power to raise rents
sky high. Due to the shortage of
available rental units, the rent
seekers are also worried with
the rising rental cost. On the
other sides record number of
immigrants coming into the
country also increasing the
demand of new and rental
homes. The available new
housing is not up to the
demand of home seekers. All
the factors leading towards drop
in supply of housing available to
the common Canadians. In
2021, an estimated 1.5 million
Canadian households lived in
core housing need, defined as
living in an unsuitable,
inadequate, or unaffordable
dwelling. And homelessness is
pervasive across the country,
from street and park
encampments to people getting
by in vehicles or by couch
surfing. This housing crisis has
been brewing for decades.
Fixing it will require major new

public investments for a
generation.
Adequate, affordable

housing is a basic human need
and a socioeconomic
determinant of health, the
absence of which results in
poorer physical and mental
health outcomes. Canada’s
2019 National Housing Strategy
Act recognized that “housing is
essential to the inherent dignity
and well-being of the person”
and that “the right to housing is
a fundamental human right
affirmed in international law.”
Budget 2023 made a welcomed
new investment in urban, rural,
and northern Indigenous
housing. However, its $4 billion
commitment falls well short of
the estimated $56 billion over 10
years that Canada’s own
National Housing Council
recommended. To address
these disparities in housing
conditions in urban, rural, and
northern settings, Canada

requires sustainable
investments in permanent
housing options at a scale
commensurate with need and
in alignment with Indigenous
rights to selfdetermination under
the United Nations Declaration
on the Rights of Indigenous
Peoples (see the First Nations
chapter).

In practice, the National
Housing Strategy (NHS) has yet
to fully allocate the resources—
or leverage critical policy
levers—necessary to realize its
own rhetoric. The NHS has
spurred some new rental
housing through low-interest
loans (Rental Construction
Financing Initiative), has been
slowly rolling out a modest
amount of new social housing
(National Housing Co-
Investment Fund), and more
recently has supported the
purchase of hotels and other
facilities to address
homelessness (Rapid Housing
Initiative). However, its funding
profile is dominated by loans to
for-profit rental development
rather than investments in non-
market housing.

Even by its own
measurement standards less
than one-third of NHS units
delivered can be considered
affordable. This is in direct
opposition to Canada’s human
rights obligation to devote a
“maximum of available
resources” and “all appropriate
means” to ensure people’s right
to housing is realized, prioritizing
those in greatest need. The
NHS aims to put one-third of its
investments, with a minimum
of 25 per cent, towards serving
the unique needs of women and
their children. To ensure
progress along the way, the
capacity and resources of the
Olice of the Federal Housing
Advocate will be strengthened to
identify and remedy systemic
violations of the right to housing.

Organization ‘Canadian
Centre for alternative policies’
commented that a non-profit
model inherently reduces costs
by cutting out developer profits
and targeting rents in new units
on a break-even basis, rather
than whatever the market will
bear. The federal government is
ideally poised to address the
core challenge: the upfront
capital costs of getting new
housing built. Once built, the
stream of rental income from
new housing can repay the
initial investment. A ramp-up of
the scale we describe below

would benefit from a
coordinated approach that also
meets Canada’s climate

adaptation and mitigation goals,
such as multi-unit buildings at
passive house energy eliciency
standards with developments
close to transit, shops, public
services, and other amenities.

The organization ‘Canadian
Centre for alternative policies’
suggested an alternative federal
budget proposals for the
upcoming budget of 2024 for
efforts to make the housing
affordable for every common
family living in Canada. For the
housing market the organization
has suggested following actions
to be taken by the federal
Government.

The CCAP’s AFB
demanded to renovate the
National Housing Strategy to
ensure that programs genuinely
and positively impact those who
bear the brunt of Canada’s
housing and homelessness
crisis. The AFB maintains
existing NHS planned loans and
grants but removes the $25,000
per unit cap on National Housing
Co-Investment Fund grants
(implemented in 2022) to
ensure more projects with
greater affordability can get o!
the ground.

The CCPA’s AFB
demanded to continue the
Rental Construction Financing
Initiative to provide low-interest
loans for all rental housing
projects because of the
additional costs of building
housing arising from higher
interest rates. This will include
loans to for-profit developments
that meet (more stringent)
affordability criteria. Meanwhile,
eligibility criteria for non-profit
developers will be eased.

The AFB has demanded to
build one million new non-
market and co-op housing units
over the next decade. This AFB
allocates $20 billion a year in
capital funding to the National
Housing Co-investment Fund to
build a minimum of 100,000
new units per year (provincial
partnerships and public and
community-owned land
contributions are assumed to
contribute another $10 billion).
Capital funds will be used
directly to build publicly owned
affordable housing, as well as
being advanced to non-profit

Homelessness crisis in Canada.

developers as a long-term
mortgage (where payments will
be recycled back into funding in
future years).

The AFB’s housing
investments demanded to be
broad-based but with specific
targets for Indigenous Peoples,
seniors, people with disabilities,
immigrant families, lone
parents, and people fleeing
domestic violence. All units will
employ a universal design and
a minimum of 10 per cent of
new units will be set aside for
urban Indigenous households.
This also includes substantial
new development of supportive
and complex care housing that
provides wrap-around support
for people experiencing
homelessness, addictions, and/
or mental health challenges.

The AFB demanded
accelerate the rollout of the
Federal Lands Initiative of the
NHS, which to date has done
little to put federal land into use
for affordable housing. The AFB
also demanded to introduce a
$10 billion Public Land
Acquisition Fund, a dedicated
multi-year fund to bring
additional land into public
ownership towards the
construction of non-market,
affordable rental housing.

The AFB demanded also to
support the community housing
sector to acquire existing
affordable rental buildings to
bring them into the non-profit
world. Building on the British
Columbia government’s new
$500 million Rental Protection
Fund for nonprofit housing
providers to purchase existing
rental buildings, this AFB will
create a $20 billion Housing
Acquisition Fund to support
this goal of maintaining the
supply of affordable housing
for low- and modest-income
households over time. Funds
will be provided to non-profit
providers as a low-interest
mortgage that can be repaid
over a 50-year period. This will
support the acquisition of up to
60,000 rental units.

The AFB supports the
creation of a deferrable
property surtax on properties
worth more than $1 million to
ensure that those who have

received windfalls from rising
home prices contribute to
building the next generation of
affordable housing. The surtax
would start at a rate of 0.2 per
cent on the portion of
assessed values between $1
million and $1.5 million, 0.5 per
cent on values between $1.5
million and $2 million, and one
per cent on assessed values
above $2 million. For example,
a house valued at $1.2 million
would pay $400 per year while
a house valued at $2.5 million
would pay $8,500 per year.6
The surtax would only apply to
the top 10 per cent most
valuable homes and would be
fully deferrable until time of
sale for households on fixed
incomes. Purpose-built rental
properties would be exempt
from the surtax.

This Alternative Federal
Budget suggested to end
various real estate tax
incentives, which only serve to
inflate the housing market.
This includes new planned
incentives such as a Rent-to-
Own program and a new Tax
Free First Home Savings
Account.

The AFB will also prevent
the further financialization of
housing by stopping the
preferential tax treatment
given to real estate investment
trusts (REITS). In reality,
Canada’s housing market is
afflicted by decades of
Capitalization—the treatment
of housing primarily as an
investment, rather than a place
to live. As the National Right to
Housing Network said, “From
unreasonable rent hikes to
evictions and renovictions,
poor maintenance,
displacement of communities,
and discrimination,
financialization has hugely
damaging impacts on the right
to housing in Canada,
particularly for already-
disadvantaged groups such as
seniors, low-income tenants,
people with disabilities,
members of Black
communities, immigrants, and
many others”. Upstream
investments across a wide
range of housing are
necessary to stem the flow of
people into homelessness and
more precarious housing
situations. A bold plan to build
new supply rooted in the belief
that housing should be a

human right will end
homelessness within a
decade. This includes a

spectrum of housing linked to
mental health supports and to
treatment and recovery beds.
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People's Referendum organized by Ontario Health Coalition
Network, to oppose prlvatlzatlon of Ontario Health Services

Toronto : The Ontario
Health Coalition organizing a
people's referendum against
privatization of Health services.
The overwhelming majority of
Ontarians do not want public
hospitals privatized to for-profit
hospitals and clinics. The
ongoing polls reveal that the
opposition to the privatization
of our hospital services is
deep, it is everywhere, it
crosses all political party lines.
Large number of people
volunteered over the last five
months. From the
conversations had in
community groups, at the
doors, on the streets at the
voting stations. Their efforts of
mass public outreach and
education is undeniable. The
Ontario Health Coalition
planned and distributed 1.5
million leaflets.

The Ontario Health
Coalition charged that the
Ford government lied to the
public about its privatization of
Ontario's public hospital

services. The Coalition
reported that the Ford
government significantly

increased funding to private
clinics while at the same time
denying that they were
expanding the private clinics.
The denials were made in
written and verbal statements
to media across Ontario in the
months leading into the

election. In addition, the
Coalition reports, after outright
denial of their plans to privatize
prior to the provincial election,
as soon as the election was
over the Ford government
announced it is indeed going

to privatize our public
hospitals' services.
Ms. Natalie Mehra,

Executive Director of Coalition
has announced that the Health
Coalition - which represents
more than % of a million
Ontarians, more than 400
member organizations and
local chapters across the
province - plans for a major

fightback including province-
wide townhall meetings,
community organizing,
protests and escalating
actions

The Coalition is
demanding Ford Government
to stop privatization of public
hospitals' services and take
real action to deal with the
emergency in health care. The
Coalition also launched a
major public campaign to
mobilize Ontarians to save our
local public hospitals and stop
Ford's privatization. They
joined with Democracy Watch
to call for an honesty-in-

politics law to penalize political
parties that engage in
misleading the public.

"The Ford government
lied to the public leading into
an election," said Natalie
Mehra, executive director. "You
can't just outright deny you are
expanding private for-profit
clinics while you are in fact
shunting millions over to
expand private for-profit
clinics. You can't pretend you
are not going to privatize
before an election and then, as
soon as the election is over,
announce plans to privatize.
By every measure, this is

wrong. It is fundamentally
undemocratic and cannot go
without challenge."”

"The Ontario public will
not tolerate such deception.
Nor will we tolerate the Ford
government failing to deal with
the strain our public hospitals
are under while at the same
time funneling public money
over to profit seeking
corporations to privatize our
public hospitals' services," she
added.

"The Ford government
has no mandate. They made
sure of that when they
deceived the public about what
they were doing and what they
intended to do. We will fight
this and we will not stop until
they stop privatizing Ontarians'
public hospitals," she said.

"The misleading
statements made by Ford
government representatives
before and during the 2022
provincial election about their
plans for Ontario's health
care system are just one of
many examples of the need
for an honesty in politics law
to penalize misleaders who
violate voters' rights by
baiting them with false
statements and election
promises and then switching
direction when they get
elected," said Duff Conacher,
Co-founder of Democracy
Watch.

Chief of staff of Ontario Housing Minister Mr Ryan Amato resigned

After controversies on his Role in greenbelt and developer land swap.

The Ontario housing
minister's chief of staff, Ryan
Amato, resigned on Tuesday,
August 22, 2023, after he was
criticized by the auditor
general for his role in the
province's controversial
Greenbelt land swap. The
high-level inquiry by auditor
general found that the
government's process for
choosing sites to remove
from protected Greenbelt land
was influenced by a small
group of well-connected
developers with access to
Amato. The report also said
that Amato had received
packages containing requests
to remove land from the
Greenbelt by developers at a
building industry event in
September 2022.

The resignation comes
less than two weeks after the
auditor general's report was
released and sparked public
outrage and calls for
investigation. This is a
serious issue that affects the
environment and the public

interest. | hope that the
government will take
appropriate actions to
address the concerns raised
by the auditor general and the
public.

Shortly after the
September event, one of the
developers provided Housing
Minister Steve Clark's chief of
staff with information related
to three other sites. "About 92
per cent of the land that was
ultimately removed from the
Greenbelt was requested to
be removed by the
developers the chief of staff
dined with at the event," the
report said.

The Municipal Property
Assessment Corporation,
which is responsible for
calculating property values in
Ontario, estimates the
landowners of the 15 sites
that were removed with this
swap, could see their value
increase by $8.3 billion.

"The Greenbelt exercise
calls into question who, if
anyone, was supervising the

non-elected chief of staff as
he personally directed the

Greenbelt project team
through most of October
2022," Bonnie Lysyk, Ontario
Auditor General said. The
chief of staff's behaviour may
have contravened political
activity and conflict of interest
rules. "In our view, the
housing minister ought to
have known the key details of
such a high profile and
politically sensitive
government exercise and
ensure that Cabinet and the
premier were also made fully

aware." Lysyk said. Lysyk's
audit also found that
removing land from the
Greenbelt was not needed to
meet the government's
housing target, as previously
noted by the Ford
government's hand-picked
Housing Affordability Task
Force. According to Lysyk,
the government had already
allocated the 1.5 million units
to municipalities by October
2022 - one month before the
government announced its
controversial Greenbelt
proposal. The report says the
boundary changes removed
environmental protections for
almost 404 hectares of
woodlands and wetlands. On
top of that, Ontario's
agriculture ministry estimated
that 76 per cent of the land
removed from the Greenbelt
was being used for farming in
2022, and 83 per cent of the
land removed is classified as
"prime agricultural land" - the
highest quality farmland in
the province.

At Wednesday's news
conference, Ontario Premier
Doug Ford said the
government moved so quickly
because of the need to
increase the province's
housing supply to address
the ongoing housing
affordability crisis and keep up
with Ontario's rapidly growing
population. He said housing
built on the Greenbelt lands
would house 150,000 people
and bring community benefits
like parks, roads and
healthcare infrastructure that
would be paid for by the
landowners and builders.
Housing Minister Steve Clark
didn't directly answer
reporters' questions when
asked whether he would
resign or if his chief of staff
would keep his job. "l
appreciate the confidence the
premier has in myself and my
staff," Clark said. "I'm
committed to ensuring the 14
recommendations will move
forward and will move forward
quickly."




GTA Metro Workers Strike for a

chance To Reform Grocery Industry

Toronto (Aug 2023) It's now
been a month since roughly
3,700 workers at Metro grocery
stores across the Greater Toronto
Area walked off the job as a strike.
Members of Unifor Local 414
have been picketing the 27
affected stores— and more
recently, Metro distribution
warehouses — demanding the
employer meet their demands for
higher wages, better benefits, and
more fulltime work.

Unifor's GTA contract with
Metro sets the standard for
similar collective agreements
across the province. The
outcome of this strike is therefore
vitally important.

Thus far, it seems workers’
resolve hasn’'t wavered, though
Metro is applying additional
pressure. Last week, the
company filed a complaint with
the Ontario Labour Relations
Board alleging the union isn’t
bargaining in good faith after it
refused to entertain a
substandard offer from the
grocery giant. The union,
however, is simply following the
directive provided by members:
bring back acceptable wage
increases. The offer Metro was
poised to table apparently didn’t
meet that criteria.

This important labour fight is
at the juncture of multiple post-
pandemic crises. Workers
earning low pay whose wages
have been further eroded by
inflation are facing off against a
grocery giant enjoying excessive
profits during a period of
persistent food price inflation.

With the COVID-19
pandemic still fresh in mind,
workers are also drawing on
public support they garnered
while risking their health and lives
to perform essential work. As a
Unifor press release
summarized: “The resilience and
commitment demonstrated by
grocery workers during the
COVID-19 pandemic have been
truly extraordinary. However, their
dedication has come at a great
personal cost. The toll of working
through these challenging times,
the physical and mental
exhaustion, cannot be
underestimated or simply
undone. Metro workers bravely
carried the burden of ensuring the
availability of essential goods
while risking their own health, and
some frontline grocery workers
lost their lives as a result.”

To help address persistently
low wages, workers have called
for $2 per hour “hero pay” to be
reinstated.

It was clear from the
beginning that workers were

heading into contract negotiations
with heightened expectations and
a willingness to fight. Before
bargaining officially commenced,
on June 20, Unifor announced
that workers across the 27 GTA
Metro stores had voted
unanimously for strike action,
should a withdrawal of labour
prove necessary. The union thus
entered bargaining with an
unequivocally clear mandate from
workers.

In this first round of
bargaining since the pandemic,
workers have also been unafraid
to publicly air their frustrations
over substandard wages and the
inflated cost of living, record
corporate profits at Metro and
across the grocery sector, and
general disrespect from
management.

“Metro must address low
wages that have been further
reduced by inflation and give
workers their fair share of record
company profits,” Unifor national
president Lana Payne said at the
time, relaying workers’ feelings.
“Grocery workers deserve good
jobs, it's that simple.”

Unifor has prioritized three
key demands throughout the
strike: improved wages, greater
access to benefits and relatedly,
more secure, stable, and fulltime
jobs.

Wages, in particular, have
been a pressing issue.
According to the union’s figures,
70 per cent of the bargaining unit
earns less than $20 per hour.
The average wage of a full-time
employee at Metro in the GTAis
$22.60 per hour, while part-
timers earn only $16.62 per hour
on average. The highest hourly
wage in the bargaining unit is
just $27.29. For context,
according to the latest Labour
Force Survey from Statistics
Canada, the average hourly
wage in Canada is $33.24. In
other words, this is a strike of
workers earning low-pay whose
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wages have fallen behind due
both to inflation and percentage-
based increases currently below
average wage growth overall —
and certainly below the revenue
and profit growth of the
company.

Job stability is also front and
centre in this strike. The union
has long been fighting to
increase the share of full-time
jobs at Metro, and the issue has
come to a head in this round of
bargaining. At present, 72 per
cent of union members on strike
are part-time workers, which is
actually a marked improvement
from 2015 when part-timers
made up 81 per cent of the
bargaining unit. Workers are
unwilling to tolerate insufficient
hours and substandard
conditions for the majority of
members in their union any
longer.

Unifor Local 414 originally
set a strike deadline of July 18,
as wages, benefits and other
monetary issues remained
unresolved at the bargaining
table. Extended negotiations
produced a tentative agreement
on July 19, which the union
bargaining team recommended

to the membership for
ratification. In its official
announcement, the union

characterized the tentative
contract as a “milestone
agreement” that would “lay the
foundation for grocery workers
across the country.” Payne
elsewhere described the
proposed settlement as the “best
agreement in decades.”

Local 414 members
apparently disagreed. In keeping
with a trend among union
members across industries this
year, Metro workers voted to
reject the tentative agreement
and instead strike for more.
Members then hit the picket lines
on the morning of July 29.

To the union’s credit,
leadership quickly shifted full

support behind the striking

workers. “We brought the
tentative agreement to our
members because it contained
considerable gains, but our
members are clear that it simply
isn’t enough,” Payne said at the
time.

According to some
commentators, the tentative
agreement was in fact industry-
leading and, pre-pandemic,
would have likely been
considered a significant victory.
The proposed contract contained
paid sick days for parttime
workers, pension and benefit
improvements, and a $3.75 per
hour raise by July 2026.

But things have changed,
especially when it comes to
workers’ expectations. The
combined factors of an ongoing
cost-of-living crisis, sustained
public attention on inflated food
prices and grocer super-profits,
and workers emboldened by a
tight labour market and their
pandemic ‘essentiality,” have
fundamentally transformed what
workers will accept from their
employer and what they expect
from their union.

As Unifor has been
reiterating throughout, the public
also seems to be largely on the
side of the striking grocery
workers. Before the strike even
began, feature stories about
struggling Metro workers unable
to afford food from the very stores
in which they work appeared in
major news outlets. Maclean’s,
for example, published an article
featuring a 41-year-old produce
manager, who despite working for
Metro since 2010, earns less in
inflation-adjusted dollars now than
he did a decade ago. Another
piece at the CBC highlighted the
experiences of several long-
tenured Metro workers struggling
with low wages and increasingly
unable to afford groceries and
housing costs.

Public scrutiny of grocery

sector profits has only underlined
the moral legitimacy of striking
workers’ demands. Metro, like
other Canadian grocery retalil
corporations, has been rolling in
cash. According to the union, in
2022 Metro netted $922 million in
profit, the highest haul in the
company’s history.

Last year was no outlier
either. The grocery giant has set
a new profit record every year
since 2018. The pandemic
seemed to have little impact on
Metro’s balance sheet. Between
2020 and 2022, the company
amassed roughly $2.5 billion in
net profit. Last year was also a
good one for Metro’s CEO, Eric
La Fléche. While not showered
quite as lavishly as the infamous
top dog at competitor Loblaws, La
Fleche nevertheless took home
$5.3 million in total compensation,
a 5.6 per cent increase over the
previous year. That works out to
roughly 115 and 156 times the
average hourly pay of a full-time
and part-time worker at Metro,
respectively.

The CEO wasn'’t the only
one at the top with a ballooning
pay package last year though.
The company’s top five
executives shared $13.2 million in
total compensation. Their
bonuses alone increased 13.7 per
cent from the previous year.

This year too, profits at
Metro continue to boom. Earlier
this month, Metro’s third quarter
earnings report showed a 26.1
per cent increase in profits over
quarter three of 2022. Over the
first 40 weeks of 2023, the
company managed nearly $797
million in profit, 11 per cent
higher than the same period last
year.

Clearly paying workers a
living wage is entirely feasible. In
fact, last year Metro conceded a
23 per cent raise in a contract
settlement with Unifor members
at its GTA warehouses.

At one time, work in the
grocery sector provided family-
sustaining wages and job
security, before employers
engaged in a concerted battle to
crush unions and consolidate
corporate bargaining power. The
current strike could begin the
process of reforming the
industry and undoing these
damages, but only if the union
organizes and sustains workers’
energy beyond the current
contract fight.

While the outcome of this
strike remains uncertain, workers
at Metro have demonstrated the
power of the strike. Don’t be
surprised if workers in other
industries take note.
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HARCHARAN PARHAR

We provide following insurance services:
AUTO | HOME | BUSINESS
COMMERCIAL AUTO | COMMERCIAL PROPERTY
RENTAL PROPERTY LIABILITY | TRUCKING etc.

B\ Submit quote info online at: www.harcharanparhar.com

Email:

1

For more Info.

403-681-8689

hp8689@gmail.com

HHed At 3% fagmgt @ Aea
Y3IH &t IfemT | IAY WA 9d
i AT % 403-455-4220 F
AUsd Fgd @17 3° wmue
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Save

20500 | O

Tel: 905-458-3455 | Fax : 905-458-3456 | Cell : 416-312-4707
gillinderjit7@gmail.com | www.gilltruckrepair.com

Truck & Trailer Ilenair
& Mobhile Service
Lube and Truck Wash

Gill Brothers

Owner

W
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www.fivestarinsurance.ca

*With qualified discounts

Get the best rates with us!

AV Iri-City

Professional Realty Inc. Brokerage

"Aiming Straight with
Honesty and Integrity"

Since 1987 on Full Time Basis

Dri: 416-254-7573, Off.: 905-793-5777
Email : pdosanjh2005@yahoo.com

FIVE STAR INSURANCE

Paul Dosanjh
Sales Representative

3 Ny
) FIVE STAR

INSURANCE BROKERS LIMITED

Me work with
15 major insurance
companies& can get you the
best prices guaranteed!

Call: Harman Pandher

270 Orenda Rd., Unit # 200 Brampton, ON L6T 4X6 905 459 0555
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Visiting Canada g

Best Coverage at Best Rates
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CONSTRUCTION
Design & Build

Commercial, Residential & Industrial

We fulfill your needs

Experienced Professional Team & Builders

OUR SERVICES
@ CONSULTATION
® PROJECT MANAGEMENT
® DRAWING PLANS
® CITY PLANS
@ APPROVALS
@ RESTAURANT / FRANCHISES
@ DEMOLITION / RENOVATIONS
® DECKS & PATIOS
o LANDSCPING+
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WE BUILD

YOUR NEW PROJECT

SPEIALIZE IN MDEICAL OFFICES - PHARMACIES
RESTAURANTS - SPAS - RETAIL OUTLETS + MORE |

Buying | Seling | Investi
g | Sl § iy COMMERCIAL - RESIDENTIAL & INDUSTRIAL

oo e CALL US: 416-833-2162
. - mantraconstruction 247@gmail.com  www.mantraconstruction.ca
Bill (Baljinder) Bath
Realtor

Dir: 416.567.0008
Email: Bill5670008@gmail.com

WE ARE ALL DONE

821 Bovaird Drive Unit #31, Brampton L6X 0T9
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GREWAL

peokaca s g REAL ESTATE TEAM

416.722.3500 (Direct)
905.913.8500 (Office) 905.913.8585 (Fax)
Email: harpgrewals@gmail.com

www.HarpGrewal.ca
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PAKLYS

Preet Virk
416-357-1818

Punjab SUPER VISA
Insurance Inc INS““ANGE

o Critical lliness Insurance o Life Insurance ¢ Mortgage Insurance

¢ Disability Insurance ¢ RESP, RRSP

7003 Steeles Ave. W,Unit 10 Etobicoke,ON, M9W 0A2

Harveer Kaur Grewal

416-671-1919

-

CHLO AMS30

(TORONTO)
11PM-12AM

(SATURDAY)

Producer/Host

Chamkaur Singh Phulewala

Email punjabirang13@hotmail.com

: 416 662 1313

Cell

ZOLO::E

Mandeep Dhaliwal

Sales Representative

416-648-9053
416-898-8932

dhaliwal.mandeepl1l37@gmail.com

202-895 Lawrence Ave E, North York, ON M3C 3L2
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Frightline inc.

y We Offer:
* Fuel Cards

*Compepetitive Salary

* Late Model Equirment
* NewPay Package
* On Site Maintenance Facility

a ) Hiring Drivers/Owners/Operators

We Require:

*2 Years Experience

“ Clean Current Abstract

* Exfra Drops and Pickups Paid
* Guaranteed Miles Per Month
* Guaranteed Home Time

www.galaxvireightline.com

* Ability to Cross Border
* Posifive, Professional Aftitude

EMAIL: dispatch@galaxvfreightiine.com

For:
“GTa
* ON-QC
* ON-MB-AB-BC
*Usa
Balraj Singh Manager
647-701-6991
FAX: 416-644-8882

* 1580 Brifannia Road East *Mississauga "ON *L4W 1)
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~L el 604-593-7755 Fax: 604-593-7722 ‘
: Email : thekireisales@hotmail.com
~ 4 12652 82nd Avenue, Surrey, BC Canada

Wholesaler : Plumbing & Kitchen Fixtures

HARJIT S. SAHOTA

Sales Manager
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* Custom Cabinets
* Countertops

* Vanities Bars
* Entertainment Units #12-13325 - 76 Ave. Surrey BC V2W 2V8 | F. 604-503-0058
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Galaxv Kitchen cabmets Ltd

Residential & Commerc:a!

Call for Free Estlmate

Sarbjit S Mangat 778-549-4740

Bob Dhesi
778-709-1115

"KENNEDY MECHANIGAL LT

Plumbing & Radiant Heat

Sukhi Johal
604-339-8717

7985 133 A Street Surrey, BCV3W 4R4
Plumbing . Gas Fitting . Radiant Heat

Kulwant S. Dhesi  Kelly)
President & CEO

(" : (604)501-3934
B (604) 501-3953

. (604) 7806115
¥ : kelly@dhesient.com
‘K‘ : www.dhesient.com

DHE

Enterprisesy
Specialize in: Flatbed, Stepdeck '
RGN & Multiple Axle

12454 - 110 Avenue

Surrey,BCV3V 3J6
Toll Free 1-866-501-3101
Fax Free 1-866-501-3102
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WEST COAST

HOME & TRUSS LTD.

Manufacturers of Quality Pre-Engineered Metal Plate Connected Wood Trusses
CusTom PRODUCTS AND SERVICES OFFERED : i

» Metal Web Floor Trusses
¢ Curved Roof and Ceiling Trusses

o Curved Fascias and Trims

o Custom Heavy Timber Trusses and Timber Framing Kits
o Curved Timber and Laminated Joists
o Pre-Fab Barreled and Double Barreled Vaulted Ceilings

o Pre-Fab Dome and Elliptical Ceilings
» Structural Engineering and Inspection Services (BC, Alberta & Saskatchewan)

« Pre-Engineered Roof and Floor Trusses

- AC

B

10230-120 Street Surrey, BC, V3V 4G1

www.westcoasttruss.ca | info@westcoasttruss.ca

25+ years
of experience

MALKIT SWAICH

778.889.9526 i

« General Contracting
« Quality Custom Homes
« Quality Framing

« 2-5-10 Year Warranty

* VANITIES

* FIRE PLACES

"

Townhouse

Project -
Residential -

- HEAT PUMP

- FURNACE

- HRV - CRV

- SHEET METAL

- WALK IN COOLER & FREEZER
WE DO INSTALL & SERVICE
ALL MIiAJOR BRANDS

Ritesh VVashisht

10 v - ”
WE FinanceE ToOO

plex

N1 ECI—IAI\IICAI_ LTD)

We rmiake custorrners nnot sales

HWVAC - REFRIGERATION
SERVICES

York Auvthorized Dealer

Email: simplexmechanical@hotmail.com

www.hvacsurreybc.ca

WWW. ACLASSGRANITE OFIG
* KITCHEN COUNTERS « STAIRCASES

* INSTALLATIONS
* REPAIRS

CALL FOR A FREE ESTIMATE

MALKIT

778 889 9526

#48,49 13315 115 Ave Surrey
Office: 604.496.6746
m.swaich@aclassgranite.org

www.aclassgraniteltd.com
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www.malwatires.ca

UNIT - JK 8616 44 STREET
SE CALGARY, AB

Truck and Trailer Alignments

Wheel Balance

New and used Truck and Trailer Tires

Change overs, Rotations and Flat Repairs

FOR MORE INFO, CALL
Q 403-899-1985 0 9 NoBLE
24/ SERVICE

services@malwatires.com
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agw HOMELIFE SILVERCITY

REALTY INC.,BROKERAGE

,7 CANADA WIDE

BROKERAGE WITH HOMELIFE BRAND

New Head Office
905-913-8500

50 COTTRELLE BLVD., UNIT 29, BRAMPTON

TEAM OF OVER 450 REALTORS
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REALTY INC.,.BROKERAGE (INDEPENDENTLY OWNED & OPERATED)

NOW HIRING NEW /EXPERIENCED REAL ESTATE PROFESSIONALS

contract

JOIN ONE OF FASTEST GROWING BROKERAGE

CALL HEAD OFFICE TODAY

WWW. HomequeSHvermtyTeam com

BALJIT GARCHA AJIT GARCHA

647.500.6500 647.204.9500

Address:
11775 Bramalea Rd. Brampton
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