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fée g5 77 g% greAr &9
fgmuat § »ith IsuTg Ulele &5
T I wigt € UF Adag fdet T
Zargar feat g% €W Thut
gateafedt g7 J1

H9&T € nifuars 3faa et
fea ATSATdt MEATT ©F Tt 40
d'edt gateafaetit f&9 33%
I35 fagst f@9 femoge
gateafret €t 993 It vt o83
T T 64 .44% wrmitwt ¥Et 95
M3 47.7% wfowmyat ehdt
AT (S8t gateafiet fe
st g5 wefa €8 4600
wfoua o9 I& A7 fegretnt
I&YTIT T IH Fd II TS|
fesgae gateafiet € Anfaa
fegrar f&g Trrgdt favrerga
IBTHT FEE g5 | fegmar feg
1000 33g-IdTEL, 400 UAT
JIggee M3 120 HAQEt & U
nifowmugt < farest 4 31 gx
fegmar € &t 83 993 &9 &%
feat o I fug® s fast

& Uq I ®et 7 < 7 Ager A
€1 3T ug »ifay i 3 wsT
chikol

fedt %3 &3 993 9 5%
e" € A9 Afewt € IraAt 3
gateametdt € 3| ‘HotaHea
SSINS ME Fal=dHeta M3
%A 2t9dH’ MESHTT ASEd 2018
3 Yd HUTaHed € I fe9
20,000 &9 MU A | feast
erfest™s JIAT Iat Tl
fefenrasgt St fS9 Iy faat
#et I1 fegst € I35YT 6,000
3 18,000 3F Y3t HIta™ AT 300
U Yyt Bage © forry a5 ot
7t I s €3 AIe we
grfend WaaHs 2017-18’, AHIHT
<€ guTet wifois W3 zr"fem'o'
AR M fegtr wE HeeH
udeTfes 2017-18 '3 wMufazs
faliget migAg 993 @ o&% §9-

AIGt fefema niefont fe fed-fas mir faar fawng, fefenraatyt &t Wiz 3t farest w3 a9
mfeyyat €t = gdt farest, €3t & wre nife Ag et & aas 3 78 efenma yda & AT
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fAfer mfowmuat f@5° 5% ot
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3 fa3 fovmer 3| ffq falae
3 Unet f&9 1 Une o9t J1 Wyt
A3 feamw fegrar migA™g 23
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gars feg 19 et
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AHET MEHTT TS Hmeaf)'-l?:brrr
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WWWU??IUH‘%E%’HE
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feg farest gHawds 1 Guat
MEATg feg nigzsT fAadg efsw
IsAT =@ J fAn f&9 150 AgaTat
M3 oAt IT&H THS &3t IS |
Bagar fedt T®3 g9us, faura,
gaaTs wfe gfemt € Aaarat
IHAT G I YA'Y € A99 1%
It 3T 28 AG=4T, 2019 € UATst
fefe@s »gAg A € HaaTat
grEaT &9 fAgg 25 &t
WMPHTUS WU UaT T Fefd 75%
AC'® 3d, JIAC Sa%el, MU'
MO93 I | famet s sforrs
& WAAIST AdaTdt & It Bast
& &3t 31 fem a&a f&9 129
nforyat 9 fige 36 niformuar
It Ua 95 M3 ISt & IBA &
89 wifmmyat &9 fAgs 26 Uar
I& ST AF o Mftmud 98 | g
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»aaEs’ € falde »gHe €n €
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3.52 g9z J At T

feg €9 fifeur @ 439 fs
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Wy 7t T ga U famer an &

g9, guur gfay, o gt '3 Jer

Cerdiads, fartads 3 AAdlads
Tt B3Pt & I3t AIHTE EhoAt

WA 39 '3 <t Uas gaert
75 | e Iq fa #igx wfowmyat
& 7eU €9 &3t Afet gt =t
et ArgreT Ut € IsUT o
J feehdt g5 | 3wt wier &7
Aae I fa fagsT mifowua ye
It oHET YA, et € u3q,
wrafad 3 s 39 '3 miunfas
I Bfenr Ifemr vfgar Iger Gae

B3 3fgz 1991 feg9 993 feg
= 37 di3T fapur w3 €nt €
ged3T 3 HRHT AusT & THl-
feedt AoHTEETdT oaT e ©t
¥y € &3t aret| ug feo stz
2t HoHEETdt € Hae @ JE uar
J% &7 3 & AdT Hae & =UES
ST It »ifan gu ST Faret Jett |
»H AA9 © U9-Ug f<9 Aanfemr

EE‘TWMFCWFU??wdH & Al
Jy= fdaT SJravet g=ar
@WW?@?W
f&g wr 39 fawrg &t »igrar
rfen |77 AgeT J| U3 fen fawra
& »t IEH/gal=eet € AW
w9 &9 d¥ & Sue If 3T g
fere »A® Tast M3 I8 BIT
f&g gw3-cfoit I=ait| AIaTat
fefenma nerfont feT fes-fes
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o =u 39t farest, €37 < we
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It gfenmet Ags3t =t A St
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feg a3t St movregegT g9 ©F
wuet wiegat ISt W3 39 &7
&3 AE | {8 A '3 om o AAg
dgg '3 It A
HIHT® €T HA™Y
weE FIr -
fafa AaHTEeTaT
UaTeTg &Ar3Td
fag<t aat sfe
Aget - 3T A
& feont roume
et A Jet/dat
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3 wg Jehut

39 A 3 gMT &< HIHTeHT
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B9 3t I | fer o grafamr Jfemr
AoHTfemT g9 €T ¥39 feg fo=m
g9 foor T fam &9 feod worer
me M3 fege AT I8¢ Ifas|
Gue BEt I He & UIFT FIS,
U3B & HeT 995, BY § 8¢T d9s,
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IJIT IHST € dar gEse, Uds
femHt, ow, AT, IfEdTat wife
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M§ﬂ€wa€rwm’rm
fggr 3T AT T©HT € HIHTETT
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foorfen - e S foemag T a5 |
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dts mrEEt § 3t feust Aoaer &
AU W Aer 71 fugd AT feg
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gder 7 feg oy 3 999 3T ygT
I HEY & &% fdet I1”

JHS IHATIT MEHd, “Hdd
It W Bt I A

fefgom : »igamedt vt g3t

H'S 3THT faeH
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"Hiring Full and Part
Time mechanics"

Open 7 days a week and,
make it nice




ANTIH Fg=rfemr fapur| fem
I fe9 ‘& =feg’ €f Mahra
H33d ddt U3da'd &J7 SlaH3
‘grgfva UdTTE, WIZF A3
Wizt fem €3 fenw S99
fasri

AHTINH @376 wmrue fegrg
& fagr fa #»a3t &t g9rgdt =v
nifgara, AdfemT, Iaarg mrfe €
He &< fage € gAstst, ar
T THSIST M3 THSI=® ©f
THSIST {9 »ig udy 3 A7 37
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"G Hfagrat €t B3ret fues ag
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& fedde 9« €t 7 . MigeT UaH

f&g w29 | fen Ha d39arg
3T dtauz & fagr fa aist
g €73 # a3t @ Jigte He I&
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J Ug T& St SH®T T =T
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fa= féeqg fiw & faor fa Fot A=g
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fe3at wams et Hfo® st &
F5<15d grafeed fiw, ¥, Aeus
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IR & WUd ‘I a7 fedu Har
£3< ¥ onf 33 A BeEE &
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fapur 3, &7 Quat aF SEt IfeenTa
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14 gJ<dt § AY-amilg €
yseT a8 feg fea mavwrst
IS feg gafemT g8t 40 3 =TT
ASTST @7 W9 ATST 993 I gyeTet
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Ontario Health Coalition via OntarioHealthCoalition

Warning that Leaked Health Care Omnibus Bill Would Create Health Care Chaos:
Longstanding Leaders of Organizations Representing Patients, Care Workers, Doctors

We held a press
conference at Queen's Park
this morning. Here is the
information provided to the
provincial media:

Academic leaders,
democracy advocates, patient
advocates, front-line care
workers and doctors are all
speaking with one voice when
it comes to the leaked health
care omnibus bill that has
secretly been planned by the
Ford government for months: if
passed, it would cause health
care chaos that will last for
years. Speaking at a Queen’s
Park press conference this
morning, representatives called
on the Ford government to
rethink their plans; to rebuild
capacity in our public health
care to meet population need
and consult with Ontarians in a
proper and meaningful
democratic consultation
process about the future of our
health care system, rather than
engaging in massive
restructuring and privatization.

The leaked omnibus health
care bill creates a new “Super
Agency” by merging 14 Local
Health Integration Networks,
Cancer Care Ontario, Health
Quality Ontario. It also gives
new extraordinary powers to
the Minister and the Super
Agency to privatize significant
portions of health care and to
facilitate the mega-mergers of
health care providers such as
hospitals, long-term care
homes, home care, clinics and
so on. The legislation drops
public interest protections from
the previous LHIN legislation
including requirements for open
board meetings, appeals of
restructuring decisions,
principles to guide decision
making, equity, a requirement
to plan to meet population need
for health care and others. It
has vast scope and far-
reaching consequences. Put in
context, the leaked legislation
impacts millions of patients;
hundreds of thousands of
doctors, nurses, health
professionals and support care
workers; the entire cancer care
system; 262 local hospitals;
629 long-term care homes; all
of home care; more than 1,000
clinics; Ontario’s organ donation
system; our quality tracking
system, and more.

“The leaked health care
legislation is an omnibus bill
that would rescind and amend
dozens of major pieces of
health care legislation. It been
created in secret behind closed
doors with a plan to drive it
through the Ontario Legislature

and begin implementation at
breakneck speed,” said Natalie
Mehra, executive director of the
Ontario Health Coalition. “It is
the blueprint for the creation of
a super bureaucracy that is
charged with facilitating mega-
mergers, service movement,
transfers, closures,
privatization:  essentially
restructuring on steroids. The
evidence from past experiments
that were much smaller in
scope cost billions of dollars,
taking money away from care
that will never be recovered.
Ford’s plan will be enormously
costly, destabilizing and
damaging just when we need a
government that will rebuild not
destroy public health care.”

“In a health care system
that is badly under-funded and
under-staffed, it is
incomprehensible that the Ford
government would embrace
another wave of hugely
expensive and inefficient
restructuring, taking money
away from care. This legislation
carries with it huge job loss
implications. It is designed to
create a market for privatization
of clinical and other services,”
said Michael Hurley, president
of OCHU/CUPE. “Those of us
working in the health care
system, the public and the staff
have not been consulted at all
about these very complex and
far-reaching plans. The
workforce will, with the public,
resist any attempts to privatize
health services.”

“If challenges are found
within the public health care
system, the government
should be working with health
care providers, researchers
and the public to seek
improvements within the public
system, rather than further
fragmenting it as is clearly their
intention,” said Dr Ritika Goel,
a family physician working in
Toronto and board member of
Canadian Doctors for Medicare.

“It is unclear how the creation
of a ‘Super Agency’ will make
care more connected to the
communities in which patients
live. Reorganization and
integration require a lot of trust
and capacity. But with no
consultation with front line
health care professionals or
patients currently navigating the
system, it is hard to see how
that trust will be built.”

Because the plan is to
create a market for
privatization, according to the
leaked omnibus bill, the
government will tender
services, inviting public non-
profit and for-profit companies
and health care entities to apply
to merge or take over other
services. In one part of the
province we might see for-profit
long-term care homes take
over public convalescent care
or chronic care, in another, a
large hospital may try to take
over home care, in another
multiple hospitals could merge
in mega-mergers including for-
profit hospitals or clinics. In
addition, the Super Agency can
order the privatization of any
part of the supply chain or
“procurement” (undefined and
therefore not limited) and
decide what company takes
over the services.

“What is planned is not
seamless integration. It is
disintegration and a patchwork
quilt of inconsistent services”,
warned Hugh Armstrong,
professor emeritus from
Carleton University.

“There is no question that
this legislation gives access to
public non-profit hospital, home
care and a range of vital
support services for private for-
profit companies that they have
never had before. It is a
prescription for privatization
that will undoubtedly
compromise quality, safety and
lead to two-tier health care,”
reported Ms. Mehra.

The legislation and the
leaked internal Ministry of
Health documents show that
the Ford government has been
planning this legislation for
months behind the scenes, but
has not told anything to the
people of Ontario. Normally
major policy changes are
preceded by a discussion paper
or “white paper”, which is sent
out for broad public consultation
before legislation is even
written. Once the legislation is
introduced in the legislature, it
goes for public hearings across
the province and amended as
a result of the public input
received. In this case, there
has been no discussion paper,
no public consultation, and
the documents reveal that the
government planned to
introduce the legislation and
put out services to tender
within a few short weeks
before the legislation would
even be proclaimed and
without any allowance for
meaningful public input.

“The Ford government
has an agenda that it wants to
railroad through before people
realize what it is,” noted Duff
Conacher, co-founder of the
citizen advocacy group
Democracy Watch. “The
process by which this
legislation has been created is
a total departure from
democratic norms. Mr. Ford
cannot claim to govern “for
the people” and keep secret
from the people a health care
omnibus bill that will result in

major health care
restructuring and
privatization.”

Last week, the Ford

government responded by
misleading denials and tactics
designed to put themselves on
the offensive rather than the
defensive. Health Minister
Christine Elliott claimed that
she had never seen “the
leaked document that the

NDP revealed today”, on the
day of her press conference.
She claimed that the
legislation was drafted by the
non-partisan civil service as
though it was just an idea
generated independently and
her government had nothing to
do with it. However, she
neglected to mention that
Premier Doug Ford’s Cabinet
(that is every Minister in
government including Minister
Christine Elliott) passed the
direction for the legislation.
She did not admit that her
own signature is on the
Orders In Council (Cabinet
documents) to create the
Super Agency and begin
appointments. She also failed
to note that the documents
show that the government
intended to introduce the
legislation this month and that
the tenders for the first
restructuring/privatization
were scheduled to go out in
March. It is not possible that
the Health Minister would not
be intimately involved at this
late stage of the planning. Mr.
Ford called in the OPP to hunt
for and fire the person who
leaked the document. But
without that person and the
NDP’s intervention, Ontarians
would have been in the dark
about the government’s
intentions for potentially the
largest scale restructuring
and privatization of health
care that Ontario has ever
seen until it was too late for
them to effect any change.
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Edu-tech corporations eyeing the public education frontier

By Larry Kuehn

The dangers of corporate
monopolies in our
communications have been
recently revealed through
exposés of social media
corporations like Google and
Facebook. Almost unnoticed,
though, has been a similar
analysis of the way in which
these same corporate
monopolies have been
colonizing and privatizing
public education under the
guise of “21st Century
learning.”

Colonization is a process
where a significant force
moves into an area and
dominates. It takes over not
only the production and
resources, but imposes—
often by stealth and power—
the processes, approaches,
and even the values of the
social and cultural
environment.

And dominate is what the
monopolistic technology
platforms are on track to do in
public education.

The top five global capital
corporations are platforms in
the technology field—Apple,
Google, Microsoft, Amazon
and Facebook—from which a
variety of services and uses
can be hosted. While the big
five compete against one
another, adding services to
keep users on their platform
for everything they do online,
the sheer size of these
entities ensures there is no
significant competition from
outside this select group. If a
new, potentially competitive
service seems to be gaining
users, it is quickly purchased
and integrated into an existing
platform. Alternatively, the big
five can use their massive
resources to develop a
comparable app and push the
potential competitor aside.

The author of Platform
Capitalism, Nick Snricek,
points out that this form of
monopoly “introduces new
tendencies within capitalism
that pose significant
challenges to a post-capitalist
future.” Building public,

cooperative platforms
becomes an impossible
dream.

In the pursuit of new
growth opportunities, it's no
surprise that the tech
platforms have moved into
public education, which
represents a big chunk of
potential revenue. Just as
importantly, education is
where one can find most of
the future consumers and
(potentially ongoing) users of
platform services.

The most successful
corporation here has been
Google. A recent report
indicates that Google’s G-
Suite for Education is being
used by half the teachers and
students in the U.S. It includes
a range of free software tools
that can be used by students
and teachers—word
processing, presentations,
spread sheets and the like. G-
Suite incorporates
“Classroom,” an integrated
learning management system
that keeps track of grades,
attendance and more. And, of
course, YouTube is linked for
student use.

New elements are added
frequently. “Google Sites” is
promoted for student e-
portfolios, because “every
student should publish for the

world.” Google acquired
Workbench, integrated with
Google Classroom, to give
‘lessons connected to a
variety of ‘maker’ activities
focused on STEM.” It is part of
Google’s plan to “help schools
and educators address their

universal needs around
education content.”
So, rather than

democratic public institutions,
Google shapes what is on
offer. Google’s position as
edu-colonizer is strengthened
by the hardware increasingly
used in schools—the Google
Chromebook. It is less
expensive than  other
computers because much of
what it needs to operate—
operating software,
applications and memory—is
supplied by Google in the
cloud rather than being
included with the computer.
According to market reports,
Chromebooks make up the
majority of all computers sold
to schools in the U.S. and
they are also marketed
globally.

However, one must have
a Gmail account to use these
Google tools—so the kid
whose parent wants to protect
the privacy of their child and
refuses a Gmail account is
left out, while the rest of the

class works away on their
Chromebook and its
accompanying slate of Google
tools.

Google has even taken up
teaching “internet safety,” with
a program aimed at reaching
five million students. Its core
is a game for students in
Grades 3 to 6 to teach them
to avoid “schemers, hackers
and other bad actors.”
However, as critics point out,
it doesn’t talk about privacy
concerns when users’
personal information and
actions are tracked online—
activities in which Google itself
is directly implicated.

A Swedish study of
Google’s strategy concluded
that: “By making an implicit
demarcation between two
concepts—(your) ‘data’ and
(collected) ‘information’—
Google can disguise the
presence of a business model
for online marketing and, at
the same time, simulate the
practices and ethics of a free
public service institution.”

In her article, “Ed-tech in
a Time of Trump,” Audrey
Watters points out that: “The
risk isn’t only hacking. It’s
amassing data in the first
place. It’s profiling. It's
tracking. It's surveilling.” (For
more on this topic, see A

Har fas € g faus
frw =T @ fUz gzde genty
feg wemgr It =& uIar
IgE< M fea =fss ufse
€ H3 A8 89 § 39-89 &
YT ATS &7 TYETET ANTYTT
yuz dfewr g, fam &5 fiz
feg efogz e Hd® gfemT
Jfew 31 Ha 3 feazad aist
AT MESHTT MU HTpHT
o7 JSI9 BB’ AUIT TJIHG

fiwr U39 39eieg AaT fi o
wAet fiy = g=de genly, A
fa gndt awm feg uger At g
a3 ot € 38U = ma®
feg gt I J9a MuE Ipdie
wa € &3 43t feg uzar s37
fagr At fa migTsa wieTar Jfamt
T35 fen Uz o9 &4 89 &
WyST fagTg g7 o N3 @ wre
Q39 fa3r| fen §9 <t ver 8n
¥ UIT BT A< fea #WIg &

43T feg wergr afam™ @ §3
=8 fan dta § w3tne Je
2y A 87 & 3BT ytfomr 3t
Bt & A% AT & Sfumr 3t
dfgnt € 1o feg §9 govs fiw
€T IHS Adl9 At Ae 39 & BH
& g378% 3T 3T mEa Jfant
WA dsTsTa Nz T we
3faur AT gar At fer west
'3 HgeT IHIF Hfdes fArw
g3de, Aaye afdeqd fiw Ay,

MRS Jinit & AT AT B9 § &9-64 HT o HS € Wie Gfan

a3t fyzTat Aadias fAw,
ArgaT U9 Jd9d& RAaT, AHHT
frw "9, arTons fAw, fars
W MHEHS i Aed, yurs
Huved firw g3de & fem weat
'3 €y yare gafewt fag
ufgeTg &% gHEde! ydie a3t
€8 Uag AoaTd 3 Har a3t far
few ¥y <t wat fev few ofss
ufgerg &t wmrafaa 39 '3 Hew
3T A=

Hack Education Project.)

Google isn’'t alone in the
business of colonizing
education and mining student
data—it’s just the most
successful at it... so far. One
competitor is Microsoft 365
Education, which will “unlock
limitless learning” with a
promise of “empowering
every student on the planet to
achieve more.”

Microsoft 365 is the cloud-
based provision of software
and cloud storage for your
work that is the new business
model for Microsoft. They
don’t sell you software, you
rent it—and keep paying for it.
And your work isn’t saved on
your own computer, so you
have to keep up your
subscription. Like Google,
Microsoft is hoping that
students will keep using their
tools when they finish being
students.

Here, Microsoft imitates
much of what Google
provides, but by charging for
the service rather than trading
it for data. It offers apps,
educator training and STEM
lessons “to enrich science,
technology, engineering and
math classes,” and “budget
friendly” Windows 10 devices
with licences for Microsoft
365 Education.

While Microsoft and
Google are prominent in the
pursuit of the classroom,
neither are pioneers of the
sector. Apple was the first into
education way back in the
'80s, with the Apple lle and the
“Apple classroom of
Tomorrow.” More recently,
Apple has promoted the
iPad’s ease of use, despite its
cost, to convince schools to
buy class sets; it also, in
collaboration with Pearson,
engaged in an ill-fated project
in Los Angeles schools.

And the frenzy continues
as venture capitalists hope to
find the magic app that will
make a fortune, and as
hundreds of millions of dollars
are spent each year on
developing new products that
will either be bought or copied
by one of the major
corporations.

Meanwhile, shockingly
little attention is paid by
education authorities or
researchers to the way in
which technology monopolies
have the potential to not just
shape but distort public
education.

Larry Kuehn is Director of
Research and Technology at
the British Columbia Teachers’
Federation (BCTF). An earlier
version of this blog was
published at IPE/BC.
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