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(S' SECURELIFE

INSURANCE AGENCY INC

NOW HIRING !

Ay NEW & EXPERIENCED ADVISORS

1 , Ravinderjit Basra
= 416-845-6232

N
A—;, P — www.securelifeinsurance.ca

For All your Commercial Real Estate
needs in Alberta, Motels/Hotels, Gas Station,
Liquor Store, Plazas, Franchise, Restaurant

Call Gurprit Sidhu (Rana)
Ph:403.831.5000

Email: sidhugurprit@hotmail.com
www.bruceliang.ca

(@yPumiss Super (Yisa Trsurance
1% Your Expert Advisor for SUPER VISA INSURANCE

+ Life Insurance « Mortgage Insurance  Critical liness .
. Insurance » Disability Insurance « RESF, RRSP \_H
a~

303, 7- Westwinds Cres. NE Calgary AB, Canada T3J5H2 ;l'
Al

narewoersioil  Website : www.calgaryinsurancequotes.com
{403} 404-3500

LIST WITH UsS
FOR SUARANTEED RESULTS

== Team of 3 Reslnorm with Foll Tiomes O ffics Soaff

wwowwy. Tivwana Tleam.
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Details of 163 trinity:
S837.000 |3348sght |3cargarage | Walkout basement | 2 master bedrooms

Spice kitchen | Main floor bed and bath 4 bathrooms
Selact all colors and specs if purchased now

Details of 705 medougal rd:
Practically in downtown

brand new 2300 sq ft townhouses
with single garage

You can't beat these
spectacular view

Priced to sell at 5889,000

Call Rani - 403-612-7681

Amar - 403-470-2621
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Sukdey Singh Liddar

*2555 Steeles Ave E. Unit 11 "Brampton "OMN*"LET4LE

SPOUSAL VISA

APPEALS

& INVEST

$1000+52000
PNP = RENARED NET WORTH
(Assets) of 40,000 (2 crores)
S200,000

LBIASAED (Work Permil)
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FOR r1To0% HONEST -

EXPHESS ENTRY

s-.l‘l-\_'ﬁl

2AFTTHO

EBraragion: DIE-Fid-ac] loronio &T8-E0-T558

T.-l.cll

Dri:

Email :
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\Yf Professional Realty Inc.
"Aiming Straight with
Honesty and Integricy”

Since 1987 on Full Time Basis

416-254-T573, Off.: 905-T93-5777
pdosanjh2005@yahoo.com
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Brokerage

Fawd Dosan)h
Sales Repreasmisive
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"Hiring Full and Part
Time mechanics"

Open 7 days a week and,
make it nice

GII.]L

Truck & Trailer

Inder,ﬁ! Gill
Feavy Doty Truck & Tranker

Mechanic
gilliruckandrraller@vahoo.com
m Carnglete Truck Repairs & Truck

& g with Dirive They Truck Sarvices

Jaskaranijit Singh (Jas)

TEL: 905 - 453 - 6344
Fa: 905 - 456 - T065
EMAIL: rushlubei@hatmail com

2 Rutheriord Road South

Brampron, OR, LEW 3_] |

il

STARLINE
Fowwng e RESIDENTIAL® COMMERCIAL »INDUSTRIAL

e ||'|I' "gi"'fu'uu'l" e

hi
ORI it gk for FREE Estimate

SANTOKH SINGH
EE AR SS R

LD
*:, e =Y
“"Duality Service at
Unbeatable retes™

FIRST MDBJLE
MECHANIC IN
THE PUNJABI

COMMUNITY

SPECIALIZING IN
REBUILDING:

Alternators, Starters,
Generators

Santcﬂ:h 5 Bassi

TEL: 905-451-40561
TEL: 9035-951-9900

Z2=F HFHRS. EMERGENCY SERWVICE

MAROK LAW OFFICE

Woays Faking Tow Fomeard

* Corporate Law » Keal Estate
Willls: = A.I'l'h;l-:ﬂ'!tx'ihmrﬂﬂ.ll-rn:y

VIPANDEE@SINGH MAROK

-u.-.—-'.—--

www.maroklaw.com
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Ontario’s high-stakes election

campaign:

Trish Hennessy, Sheila Block
and Ricardo Tranjan

They promised free child
care, more support for dental
care and drugs, and a
reinvestment in health care—
bankrolling it by deficit spending
for the next six years.

That left the opposition
parties with two options: they
could call the Liberals on a bluff
or they could raise the stakes.

New PC Leader Doug Ford
is raising the stakes by tearing
up his predecessor’s
comprehensive, fully costed
platform and promising five
planks—as yet not revealed to
the public.

Green Party Leader Mike
Schreiner, whose party does
not have a seat in the provincial
legislature, has thrown all of his
chips in the game, too:
promoting a broad-ranging
platform  that includes
measures to reduce economic
inequality and to address
climate change.

Last move, NDP Leader
Andrea Horwath. Today, she
showed her hand by releasing
a fully costed platform (with the
Kevin Page seal of costing
approval) that goes big on
health care spending, promises
$12 a day child care (free for
households making less than
$40,000), a commitment to
build 65,000 more affordable
homes, and a much needed
raise in social assistance rates.

This increased
commitment to public services
means an additional $5.4 billion
going to essential public
services in 2018-19, rising to
$15.8 billion in 2022-23.

The NDP have a plan to
raise taxes on businesses and
the wealthy to pay for these
promises—and that plan
includes smaller deficits than
the Liberals’. It seems they have
upped the stakes in this
dramatic pre-election period.

We read the 100-page
platform document so you don’t
have to, but you can review it
for yourself on their website.
Here, we break down some of
the planks of the NDP platform.

Health care investment: By
focusing on eliminating “hallway
medicine”, the NDP is raising
the stakes by promising to
increase hospital spending by
5.3 per cent for the next four
years, and to top that up with
an additional $312 to $364
million per year for new beds.
The Liberal platform includes a
4.6 per cent increase for next
year.

Child care improvements:
How can you trump a Liberal
promise to let kids aged 2.5 to

parties going “all in”

4 go to child care for free? The
NDP is promising $12 a day
child care for everyone,
offering free coverage for
households earning less than
$40,000. It also commits to
expanding the number of not-
for-profit, licensed, affordable
child care spaces by 202,000
spaces. The Liberals have
promised 14,000 new spaces
over the next six years.

Affordable housing
expansion: The NDP is
promising to fund the

province’s one-third share of
repairing social housing, to build
65,000 new affordable homes
over the next decade, and to
invest $3 million to seed co-op
bid development.

Universal pharmacare and
dental care: As we've written
elsewhere, the NDP had
already announced universal
free pharmacare by 2020 and
dental care for everyone. It
would also expand public
dental services with $25 million
in capital investments.

Long-term and home care:
The NDP has committed to
building 15,000 more long-term
care beds over the next five
years, rising to 40,000 new
beds by 2028. It would increase
home care funding by $300
million to eliminate wait lists,
increase service hours, and
offer more respite care for
family caregivers.

Public education: The
Canadian Centre for Policy
Alternatives has long been
calling on the province to fix its
flawed education funding
formula. The NDP promises to
re-write that formula, hire more
teachers and educational
assistants, cap kindergarten
classroom sizes at 26
students, invest $16 billion to
repair crumbling schools, and
put an end to EQAO testing.

Post-secondary education:
Already announced, the NDP
promises that every student
who qualifies for OSAP will get
a non-repayable grant instead
of a loan and it will wipe out
student loan interest owed or
paid to the province for anyone
who still is repaying a provincial
student loan. It will also
implement a “faculty renewal
strategy” to convert contractors
to full-time professors.

Public transit: The NDP is
promising to cover 50 per cent
of operating costs for municipal
transit. It’s also addressing
some regional transit issues:
there would be two-way all-day
GO rail service between
Kitchener-Waterloo and
Toronto; year-round GO rail
service between Niagara and

Toronto; restoration of Ontario
Northlander’'s  passenger
service and supports to the
Huron Central and Algoma
Central Rail Lines; it would
build Toronto’s downtown relief
line right away and it would do
the same for Hamilton’s LRT
plans.

Return hydro into public
hands: The NDP is the only
party going into this election
with a commitment to buy back
Hydro One shares so the
government can return hydro
into public hands.

Boost incomes for low-
wage workers: If elected, the
NDP would stick with the
Liberal plan to raise the
minimum wage to $15 an hour
on January 1, 2019.

Raise social assistance
rates: Successive Liberal
governments have moved
away from the harsh political
anti-poor tone and policies that
defined the Harris era, and
softened the rough edges with
welcomed regulatory tweaks.
They have also implemented
incremental increases in
social assistance incomes.
But those increases haven’t
even kept up with inflation, nor
have they made up for the
dramatic 21.6 per cent cut in
the 1990s. Over the next three
years, the NDP would raise
social assistance rates by 22
per cent for Ontario Works
(OW) clients and by 15 per
cent for Ontario Disability
Support Program (ODSP)
clients, as recommended by
the Provincial Income Security
Reform Working Groups. The
Liberals, in turn, are promising
to increase rates for by 9 per
cent over the next three years.

Jobs:  Among the
highlights, the NDP is
promising workers the right to
card-based union certification
and first-contract arbitration; it
would expand Community
Benefit Agreements, making
them integral to all
infrastructure projects; it would
implement a plan for auto and
manufacturing jobs; it would
invest $57 million from the
Jobs and Prosperity Fund to
create new opportunities in the
trades; it would also create
opportunities for mid-career
education, offering training for
people who are working and
those who are between jobs.

Turning to the wealthy to
contribute more: The NDP
would make Ontario’s income
tax system more progressive
by raising the marginal income
tax by one percentage point for
those earning over $220,000
and by two percentage points

for those earning more than
$300,000. This would raise an
estimated $606 million in the
first year. It would tax luxury
cars—those going for $90,000
and up, raising $12 million
annually. And it would mirror
the B.C. home speculation tax
for investors who don't live in
Ontario, raising $671 million
annually.

Turning to businesses to
contribute more: The NDP
would raise the corporate
income tax by one percentage
point in 2020 and by another
half a percentage point in
2022. That would resultina 13
per cent corporate income tax
rate, keeping Ontario
competitive with jurisdictions in
the U.S. and Canada. It would
raise an additional $1 billion by
2022-23 by increasing the
education property tax rate on
businesses, a
recommendation from the
Drummond report in 2012. It
would also reduce the
threshold for Employer Health
Tax exemption from companies
with $5 million or more annual
payroll down to $1.5 million.

It also tells you something
about the shifting political
landscape in Ontario: just one
provincial election ago, no
political party was forthright
enough to go into an election
saying Ontario needs to
substantively raise new
sources of revenue to pay for
the things we need.

The NDP is breaking new
ground by implementing a
suite of taxes that are
progressive and substantial
enough to cut the Liberals’
projected deficit in half in 2018-
2019 and below the Liberal
projected deficits for the next
three years landing on a $1.9
billion deficit in 2022-23. These
new revenue sources would
also enable the government to
maintain and expand services
as well as stop the flow of
privatization schemes that
have become the norm since
the mid-1990s.

Why do taxes matter?
Ontario has a revenue
problem—the direct result of
tax cut politics that led to a
form of perma-austerity, where
program spending failed to
keep up with population

growth, inflation, and the
growing needs of an aging
boomer generation. It also
allowed public infrastructure to
deteriorate.

For years, the Canadian
Centre for Policy Alternatives
has highlighted the need for
Ontario to address its revenue
challenge. Several years ago,
Alex and Jordan Himelfarb co-
edited a book entitled Tax Is
Not A Four Letter Word. It was
a clarion call to governments
who say they want to be
activist, who say they want to
reduce income inequality and
improve public services. It
was a basic reminder that
previous generations of
Canadians expanded the
social safety net and built the
physical infrastructure we rely
on to this day through the
collective action of paying our
taxes once a year. For the
common good.

In their report, Canada’s
Quiet Bargain, Hugh
Mackenzie and Richard
Shillington showed that middle-
income Canadian families
enjoy public services worth
about $41,000—or 62 per
cent—of their income. Even
households earning $80,000 to
$90,000 enjoy public services
benefits equivalent to about
half of their income. That's why
they call taxes Canada’s quiet
bargain.

Going into an election with
clear-eyed measures to raise
the revenue needed to pay for
platform promises shouldn’t be
seen as a bold gamble; it
should be viewed as the
responsible thing to do. On the
tax front, the NDP has
differentiated itself from its
competitors.

Authors’ Note: We are
monitoring major proposals
from all of the parties in the lead
up to the June 7 election,
analyzing their implications on
income inequality, decent work,
public services, climate
change, and ensuring a just
transition that works for all.

Trish Hennessy is director
of the Canadian Centre for
Policy Alternatives’ (CCPA)
Ontario office. Sheila Block is a
senior economist and Ricardo
Tranjan is a senior researcher
both with the CCPA-Ontario.



Sheila Block

A month ago, PC Leader
Doug Ford floated a trial balloon:
he would freeze Ontario’s
minimum wage at $14 but take
everyone making less than
$30,000 a year off of the income
tax rolls.

At that time, | checked the
math and concluded that a $15
minimum wage would leave more
dollars in those workers’ pockets.

This week’s announcement
by Ford contains more detail, so
it's only fair to update my analysis.

If elected, Ford would provide
a tax credit for minimum wage
earners to reduce their income
taxes to zero. The press release
that accompanied this
announcement provides an
estimate of taxes payable for
someone working full-time, 50
weeks a year, and making
$28,000.

The PC estimate is that a full-
time minimum wage earner who
makes $28,000 a year would save

Tax cuts won’t cut it
Low wage workers need a raise

$817 in personal income taxes
under this promise. That number
only takes into account the basic
personal exemption.

To be clear, this policy would
freeze the minimum wage at $14
instead of raising it to $15 an hour
on January 1, 2019—which is the
current government’s schedule. A
$15 minimum wage would
increase a full-time minimum wage
worker’s pre-tax earnings by
$2,000.

Under the current rules, the
maximum Ontario income tax that
you would pay on that $2,000 raise
is an additional $101.

So, which option puts more
money back in the pocket of the
minimum wage worker?

The trade off for minimum
wage workers is between taking
home at least $1,899 (post tax)
more in wages (at $15/hour), or
staying at $14/hour and getting a
refund of $817.

But it is likely that tax refund

would be less than $817. In fact,
Canada Revenue Agency (CRA)
data shows that the average
Ontario taxes paid for people
making between $25,000 and
$29,999 is about $703. That is
because other deductions and
credits reduce the payable tax. If a
minimum wage worker has other
deductions, like child care
expenses, it would reduce the
benefit of this promise. If they were
eligible for a credit for the cost of
tuition fees, medical costs, or other
such credits, that would also
reduce what they owe in taxes.

There is another fundamental
problem with this policy. As the
system presently stands it is
impossible to provide a tax credit
based on hourly eamnings. There is
no way for the CRA to tell the
difference between a minimum
wage worker working full-time for
a month making $2,240 and a
high-priced $500/hour lawyer who
worked four hours last month.
Personal income taxes are based
on annual earnings, not hourly
earnings.

Bottom line: minimum wage
earners would be about $1,100
better off with a $15 minimum
wage increase, as opposed to a
tax cut. And for some minimum
wage earners, the benefit of a $15
an hour minimum wage would be
even higher.

Sheila Block is a senior
economist with the Canadian Centre
for Policy Alternatives’ Ontario office.

Follow Sheila on Twitter:
@Sheila_M_Block.

The students, teachers and employees of Pun|ab| Umversuy, Patiala joined

The students, teachers and
employees of Punjabi University,
Patiala joined together in very large
numbers to form a human chain
around arts and science blocks in
the university campus to protest
against Kathua and Unnao Gang
Rape Cases. It was jointly
organized by DSO, PSU, PSU
(Lalkaar), SFl and AISF along with
teaching, Non-teaching, and other
employees of the university. After
forming the human chain for
almost an hour, the protesters
gathered in the lawn at the back
of Sri Guru Granth Sahib Bhawan

where representatives of student
organizations, teachers and non
teaching expressed their opinions
on the issue. Dharamveer

Gandhi, Member of Parliament,
also joined the protest and
addressed the gathering. The
protest was followed by a

Nukkad Natak. The organizers
called for a united front against
structural violence on
universities, women, Dalits,
minorities and tribals. Prof. Surjit
(Dept of Punjabi), Prof Charanjeet
Kaur (Dept of Punjabi), Prof
Balwinder Singh Tiwana (Dept of
Economics), Prof Joga Singh
(Dept of Linguistics) and PS
Dhillon (Non-teaching) were the
main speakers along with
speakers from the student
organizations. Prof Monica (Dept
of English) co-ordinated the
event.

Karl Marx (5 May
1818-14 March 1883)

Red Salute to great
leader of working class Karl
Marx, who paved the path of
emancipation of working
class, on his death
anniversary 14 March.,

Exploiting capitalist
class crying for more than
100 years that Marxism is
failed, it is no more but
spectre of Marxism and
scientific Socialism is
haunting them continuosly.
They r afraid of unity of
working class because they
know that this unity will dig
out the grave of their
exploitation based social
system and will bury it. And
that is why they r afraid of the
leaders of working class.

Remembering Marx in
that spirit which unites and
rejuvenates workering class
and haunts exploiters,
capitalist class.

135th death anniversary
of the great teacher and
emancipater of the world
proletariat.

Finance Minister Charles Sousa
announced in May 2013
provincial budget that high
occupancy vehicle toll lanes will
more than double around the
region— including possibly Hwy.
410.

Sousa said HOT lanes could
raise between $200 million and
$300 million. An earlier report on
revenue tools for Metroline
suggested they could raise $250
annually by 2020. Revenue for
existing HOV lanes is about $25
million annually.

The flaw in Ontario with the
population expected to grow
significantly in the next 20 years,
there won’t be enough lane
space in the HOV lanes to make
them attractive.

Ontario NDP Leader Andrea
Horwath disparaged the HOT
lanes as “Lexus lanes” available
only to those who can afford to pay.
“The one thing (in the budget)
that's supposed to be about
transitisn’t really about transit. It
discourages people from taking
transit and it creates Lexus lanes
in the province,” she said.

But Sousa says HOT lanes are
about offering transportation
alternatives. “We want to be able

Toll Lanes on Hwy 410 and 427- people

of Brampton are absolutely stunned

to offer ch0|ce to those who
choose to use them and pay for
them,” he said.

“The people of Brampton are
being absolutely stunned,” as
this lane on 410 and 427 going
to be open any time sooner and
“It’s not right.” Hwy. 410 is
already jammed solid in rush
hour.

The Ontario government is telling
people who wants to reach at
their destination within limited
time are facing problems. With
the addition of a toll lane, many
commuters will not be able to use
that lane because of the fees
being implement. This will lead

to less traffic in the toll lane and
heavy traffic in the other lanes,
therefore eliminating a progress
made by widening the highways.
Taxes are collected from the
residents to help fix our roads
and widen highways when
needed; recently an 8% increase
on gasoline was implemented,
but the government is creating
new ways to take hard-earned
money from public.

Where does all the money go?
The population is increasing;
more people are paying the
taxes, why is the government
looking for even more ways to
take from its people said Kuldip

Boparai who is planning to start
petition to fight its public right?
We are sending letters to
Queens Park and all the area
MPP’s, Mayor and Councils said
Harbans Singh who is a partner
with Boparai , they requesting
everyone to call and write to your
councils , MPP’s , Mayor to put a
cap on this toll lane.

Recently, the Federal
government gave billions of
dollars to the Ontario
government for the upgrading of
the transportation infrastructure.
Why are Brampton area federal
members (MP) not asking the
Ontario government to help with

widening of both highway 410
and 427; why are the residents
of Ontario still paying on top of
their already high taxes for the
widening of the highway Boparai
added.
We are strongly opposing the
planned toll on Highways 427
and 410 and we are not willing to
let it go easily. Once the
government implements this toll,
there is no telling what else can
be tolled. Hospital Emergency
Services? Will people who can
afford tolls get better services
than ones will who cannot said
Harbans Singh?
We are not in a position to use
the heavily tolled Highway 407,
even though the highway goes
through Brampton. If it was
more affordable to residents of
the GTA, traffic could easily be
lowered on our highways and
streets.
When this new toll takes effect,
we will not be in a position to use
the extra lane the government
has made to alleviate the traffic
congestion, which brings us
back to the traffic position we
are in today.

- Surjit Singh Flora
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Justlce for Asﬂ’a \fctlms of Kathua and Unnao held peace on Sunday 22, 2018 in Toronto
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At Toronto this Sun-
day 22 April, a group of
Indo Canadians gathered

at Dundas Square before
rallying to Indian Consu-
late in solidarity with

Asifa, Unnao victim and
other victims of rapes and
hate crimes in India. The

gruesome rape and mur-
der of eight years old girl
IN CHILLING KASHMIR, it

is used as a political tool
to instill fears among the
minority
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