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== Profescional Servioes

=2 Free Home Evaluation

=== Digital Marketing & Social Media

- op Dollars in yoour Pockest

== Superbh Negotiation Skills

=2 Team of 3 Realtors With Full Time Office Staff

For All your Commercial Real Estate
needs in Alberta, Motels/Hotels, Gas Station,
Liguor Store, Plazas, Franchise, Restaurant

Call Gurprit Sidhu (Rana)
Ph:403.831.5000

Email: sidhugurprit@hotmail.com -~
www.bruceliang.ca
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Details of 163 trlnlw
$837,000 |3348sqft |3cargarage | Walkout basement | 2 master bedrooms
Spice kitchen | Main floor bed and bath 4 bathrooms
Select all colors and specs if purchased now

Details of 705 mcdougal rd:
Practically in downtown

brand new 2300 sq ft townhouses
with single garage

You can't beat these
spectacular view

Priced to sell at $889,000

Call Rani - 403-612 1881
Amar - 403-410-2621
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Jaskaranijit Singh (Jas)

Complete Truck Repairs & Truck saler M 101
Wash with Drive Thiu Truck Services
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\ / Professional Realty Inc. Brokerage

"Aiming Straight with
Honesty and Integrity"

Since 1987 on Full Time Basis
Dri: 416-254-7573, Off.; 905-793-5777

! pdosanjh2005@yahoo.com
me Life/Superstars
— ,-') Real Estate Ltd., Brokerage |

Each office is independently owned & operated

Paul Dosanjh
Sales Repreasndmive)

EMAIL: mshlube@hmmai!.mm

TEL: 905 - 453 - 6344
FAX: 905 - 456 - 2065

STARLINE

o (Hlsto Panting = Drywall Fiag
o5y Painfing

Famimg el RESIDENTIAL® COMMERCIAL » INDUSTRIAL
s Hotel s Motelsfxterion & interlor EEETERETEREE

Call Sukhi for FREE Estimate

*Residential *Commercial
*Investment *Condominium

Cell : 416-274-1146
Email : sliddar@hotmail.com
“Office : 905-792-T800 “Fax : 905-792-9092

*2555 Steeles Ave E. Unit 11 "Brampton "ON*LET4LEG

Im:mgratmn

FOR 100% HONEST

Suikdov Singh Liddar

SUPER VISA $200

APPEALS 51000+52000

SURESH GUPTA

PNP = REQUIRED NET WORTH
{Assets) of $400,000 (2 crores) [rmsrimrer
& INVEST $200,000 Hesd Dffter:

Tel: 905-673-1200
Brafngiorn DUS-PI-G00]  orpnig: 4 1-BA0- TS

2X5T50

LMIASAED (Work Pearmil)
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" RESIDENTIAL

T COMMERCLIAL

* Full time commitment

* Assisiance lo arrange best martgage rates
' 14-4101 13 ST MN.E, CALGARY, AB T2E 6X8

FOR ALL YOUR REAL ESTATE NEEDS

Contact Long time trusted name in the community

HARCHARAN SINGH PARHAR
LS

T INDUSTRIAL

403-681-8689

h.pﬂﬂﬂﬂﬁgmnll.{:um

* Free rma onllqatlnn mlumlﬁn

Ph: 403-520-2233 Fax: 403-T76-1942

SUPER VISA INSURANCE
FWUS é’lat fteﬁ%*‘n

I_l o g™ an ._
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AGe 40-54 {smaa}m 55-59 {iﬂiﬁ}hﬁe 60- 54 {§1317)
AGE 65-69 ($1606) Ace 70-T4 ($2210) Ace 75-79 (52470)

Note: All rates are bated on 1000 dedactible, Mo BPre Existing Conditia
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& { RESP ETC

LIFE INSURANCE,
CRITICAL ILLN ESE
INSURANCE, DISABILITY
INSURAMNCE, RRSP,
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& Investment

For all your Real Estate needs

Amolak Dhindsa

Sales Representative

416-721-2576
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Truck & Trailer B
and Mobile Sg

""Hiring Full and Part Time mechanics"
. Open 7 days a week and,

fnder;rt GI.”'

Heavy Duty Truck & Trailer
Mechanic

make it nice

A

gilltruckandtrailer@yahoo.com

uSpave

—_—

www,fivestarmsurance ca

*With qualified discounts

270 Orenda Rd., Unit # 200 Brampion,

FIVE STAR INSURANCE]

© /ATt © [Hemn®

=R BUSiiness)

Get the best rates with us!

Me work with ]
IS5 mrajor insurance
companies& can get you the
Best prices guzzmnf-eeﬁf!

o
», FIVESTAR
-

= Harman Pandher

ON LET 4X6 905 459 0555
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Toronto : Canadian people
also made a presence
incelebrations around the world
as mark the centenary of the
Great October Socialist
Revolution of 1917. Peoples
voice forum organized a
function on the event of 100
year of Great October at
Brampton, Toronto on Sunday,
October 22.Comrade Wilfred,
organizer of GTA West club,
chaired the program. Speakers
expressed their views on this
great historic event of
humankind.in this program, it
was remembered that in 1917,
the workers and peasants of
Russia overthrow the Russian
capitalists and landowners,
this revolution in history opened
the door to a new society in
which humanity's dreams of
peace, equality and democracy
began to become reality.The
October Revolution was far
more than a change in
government. It was a
fundamental social upheaval, a
sharp break with thousands of
years of class-divided
societies. For the first time in
world history, the downtrodden
working class took the reins of
political power, to build a
society free from any type of
exploitation.

Addressing the
gathering,John Humphery, a
labor leader, shared a detailed
history of the impact of Great
October Revolution on the
working class. He said this
event was of a great inspiration
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for the workers of the whole
world. It was not a template, a
blueprint, for revolution in their
own country, which would have
to reflect their own national

circumstances and
characteristics. But its spirit, its
daring, its determination and
clear-headedness raised their
morale, their hopes, their
dedication. Great October
holds a unique and honoured
place in history,as the first
socialist revolution to achieve
and retain political power,
withstanding both internal
counter-revolution and foreign
intervention. It dramatically
changed world politics,
breaking the hegemony of
imperialism, and establishing a
new and fundamentally different
approach to relations between
peoples, nations and states.
The Soviet Union championed
the cause of anti-racism and
decolonization, gave crucial
material and political support to
liberation movements, and
provided vital assistance to the
former colonies as they won
their independence.

\
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Another speaker ,Jean
McGuire, a retired University
teacher and former president of
Congress of Canadian Women
talked about the impact of
October Revolution on the
conditions of women of not only
of Soviet Union but of Europe
and the rest of the world. Many
health, economic and social
benefits  which Soviet
governments provided to
women soon after the
revolution were provided
decades later in Europe and
North America after a long fight
by women and labor
organisations. The gains
achieved by workers under
socialism inspired the working
class in the advanced capitalist
countries, compelling the ruling
class to concede reforms
around labor rights, the 40-hour
work week, unemployment
insurance, health care, public
education, and pensions. The
progress toward economic and
social equality by women in the
USSR was a powerful stimulus
to the struggles of women in
the capitalist countries for pay
and employment equity, and for
child care and other social
programs which would weaken
the patriarchal double burden of

capitalist exploitation and
unpaid domestic labor.

Ex leader of Communist
Party of Canada Comrade
Miguel Figueroa, and pro temp
leader of Canadian Peace
Congress, in his speech talked
about the consequences of the
elimination of the USSR and its
impact on the working people of
Soviet Union, other European
countries and the rest of the
world. Comrade said the
collapse of Soviet union not only
resulted in the miseries and
impoverishment of the post
soviet and east Eurpean
people but also for the working
people of whole world.
Despite its so-called victory,
capitalism itself remains in
profound systemic crisis. The
widening gap between rich
and poor, the endless wars
and conflicts spawned by
imperialism, and the
environmental crisis which
threatens human civilization,
all show that the private profit
system, driven by personal
and corporate greed, cannot
meet the fundamental needs
and interests of the people
and the global environment.
As capitalism generates war,
austerity, and catastrophic

climate change, people
everywhere are yearning for
freedom. Struggles against
imperialist globalization have
grown sharper, and in many
countries, the working class is
mounting fierce resistance
against the corporate drive for
higher profits. Great October
Revolution is a great inspiration
to the working class people
not only to fight against
imperialist plunder of the
planet, war and exploitation but
also inspire the to build a
alternative social economic
system based on equality,
justice and peace. Nothing can
erase the accomplishments of
Great October.

The program continued for
four hours and question answer
session was held after each
speaker. Advocate Shalinder,
Comrade Sehdev Singh,
Jaspal Randhawa, Umerlatif,
Comrade Saleh Ather, Noman
Sagir, Balwant Singh, Comrade
Lal Singh, Harparminder Singh
Gadari, HarinderHundal and
chief Editor of Punjabi "
Sarokaran Dee Awaz' Harbans
Singh participated in session.
Comrade Baljit Bains sung a
revolutionary song at the end of
the program.

yaafie smes v, Suad vl duadt oaw duw o wimd
¥ i @y 3 ofm ot it e et wez AR 08 HRR
Sefiw #fzw fm 1000 wferm fég mdt wieht as)
e B Rt e 10:30 3 e el 12 6 A

U AL EE RLAE B

e | | yRE B T 403-455-4220 FYRTE TEEE: 403-402-0770



AddaT @ e

s<99 2017 @B

Sheila Block

The gap between
Indigenous and non-
Indigenous people is high

There were 1.7 million
Indigenous people in Canada in
2016, accounting for 4.9 per
cent of the population, which is
up from 3.8 per cent in 2006.

The average total income
of Indigenous people was 75
per cent of non-Indigenous
people in 2015—that’s a 25 per
cent income gap. That is a
slight improvement from the 27
per cent gap 10 years before in
2005.

However, that average
masks larger differences.
Indigenous women’s incomes
were 55 per cent of non-
indigenous men, meaning there
is a 45 per cent income gap
between Indigenous women
and non-Indigenous men.

There are other gaps as
well. First Nations individuals
had an average total income of
$31,519 in 2015, which is 66
per cent of the non-Indigenous
average total income. In other
words, the average income gap
between First Nations and non-
Indigenous people in Canada is
33 per cent.

This data shows
Indigenous people continue to
be more likely to live in poverty
as measured by the after-tax
low-income measure (LIM-AT).
Indigenous people have a low-
income rate of 23.6 per cent,
which is much higher than the
13.8 per cent for non-Indigenous
people. The poverty rate for
Indigenous children is 30.4 per
cent—that’s almost double the
poverty rate for non-Indigenous
children.

The gap Dbetween
racialized and non-racialized
Canadians isn’t budging

After 10 long years, we
once again have Census data
that can tell us about the
economic lives of racialized

Canadians.

Between 2006 and 2016,
the racialized population in
Canada increased from 5 million
to 7.7 million. That population
grew faster than the total
population, increasing from 16.2
to 22.7 per cent of the total.

However, the income gap
between the racialized and non-
racialized Canadians isn’t
budging. In fact, the gap slightly
widened.

The average total income
of racialized Canadians was 74
per cent of non-racialized
Canadians in 2015—that's a 26
per cent income gap. That is up
from a 25 per cent gap in 2005.

However, the average
masks larger differences by
race and gender. Racialized
women’s incomes were 53 per
cent of non-racialized men,
meaning there is a 47 per cent
income gap between racialized
women and non-racialized men.

This income gap is also
reflected in low-income rates.
Racialized Canadians had a
low-income rate of 20.8 per cent
in 2015, compared to a low-
income rate of 12.2 per cent for
non-racialized Canadians.

The income gap
between recent immigrants
and non-immigrants remains
high.

In 2016, there were 1.2
million new immigrants who
had arrived in Canada in the last
five years, accounting for 3.5
per cent of the total population.

The average total income
of recent immigrants was 63
per cent of non-immigrants in
2015—that’'s a 37 per cent
income gap. It's a slight
improvement from the 39 per
cent gap in 2005. However, that
average masks larger
differences by gender. Women
who are recent immigrants had
a total average income that was
41 per cent of non-immigrant
men in 2015, meaning there is
a 59 per cent income gap
between immigrant women and
non-immigrant men in Canada.

Recent immigrants also
have higher low-income rates.
At 31.4 per cent, that's more
than double the 12.5 per cent
poverty rate for non-immigrants.

Time to close the gap

These summary statistics
provide us with evidence that

income inequality in Canada is
persistent for racialized people,

recent immigrants, and
Indigenous people.

We need to dive into these
numbers more deeply to more
fully understand the
mechanisms and
manifestations of persistent
income inequality, but these
findings should not be a surprise
to any Canadian. There is
ample evidence that includes
the work of the CCPA. Six years
ago Grace-Edward Galabuzi
and | published a report,
Canada’s Colour-Coded Labour
Market, which documented

employment and income
inequality for racialized
Canadians. The CCPA's David
McDonald has partnered with
Dan Wilson to document
Indigenous child poverty and the
income gap between Indigenous
and non-Indigenous people for
many years.

The latest Census data
simply confirms the reality that
racialized people, people who
are recent immigrants, and
Indigenous people continue to
face discrimination and that
income inequality doesn’t just
magically reverse itself. That
takes political leadership.

It's time for the federal and
provincial governments to make
concrete commitments to
implement policies that will
reduce income inequality in
ways that will show
measureable progress in the
2021 Census. This will require

policy development,
implementation, and hard
dollars.

Sheila Block is a senior
economist with the CCPA-
Ontario. Follow Sheila on
T w i t t e r
Sheila@policyalternatives.ca
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Dear Vasantha

| am frightened to think of
coming winter. Already | am
shivering with continuous fever.
| do not have a blanket. | do not
have a sweater/jacket. As
temperature goes down
excruciating pain continuously in
my legs and left hand
increases. It is impossible for
me to survive here during the
winter that starts from
November. | am living here like
an animal taking its last breaths.
Somehow 8 months | managed
to survive. But | am not going to
survive in the coming winter. |
am sure. It is of no use to write
about my health any longer.

In any case, please finalize
the senior counsel by or before
the end of this month. Then
inform Mr. Gadling to file my bail
application in the first week of
November or last week of
October itself. You remember if

this is not done in this way, my
situation will be out of hands. |
am not responsible. | am

making clear to you. Hereafter |
am not going to write about it
any longer.

You should talk to Mrs
Rebeccaji and Nandita Narain.
You also talk to Prof. Haragopal
and others. Explain the entire

situation. You need to hurry up.
| am feeling so depressed for
requesting you all so many
times like a beggar, a destitute.
But none of you are moving an
inch, no one understand my
present condition. No one
understands 90% disabled
person is behind bars
struggling with one hand in
condition and suffering with
multiple ailments. And no one
cares for my life. This is simply
criminal negligence, a callous
attitude.

Please take care of your
health. Your health is my health
and entire family’s health. There
is no one else to take care of
your health for now. Till  am in
your presence, you have to take
care of your health without any
negligence.

Lots of love
Yours
Sai



Pushing back against campus precarity

Erika Shaker and Robin Shaban

A lot of numbers are
circulated during the coverage of
a strike. But in the current strike by
Ontario college faculty, two in
particular stand out.

The first number, 70, is the
percent of college faculty who are
on contract (these include partial-
load, part-time, and sessional
faculty—and 70% is the minimum
estimate). This means that
students have at most a one in four
chance (less on some campuses)
that the person at the front of their
classroom is a full time faculty
member who does not have to
reapply for their job each year (or
every four months, as many others
must).

OPSEU, representing full-time
professors, instructors, librarians
and counsellors, and partial-load
faculty (and trying to organize
sessionals and part-time faculty),
wants to create more full-time jobs
where faculty are actually paid for
prep time and marking and are not
restricted to a handful of paid hours
of work each week, and where
“long term” contracts mean more
than 12 months over a two-year
time frame. To ensure more
employment stability for faculty and
more educational stability for
students, OPSEU is calling for a
(minimum) 50:50 ratio of full-time to
non-full-time faculty.

The College Employer
Council argues that creating 2,840
new full-time jobs would result in the
loss of 7,120 contracts (short-term
work contracts should not be
treated as “jobs” as many faculty
cobble together several contracts
to make a living)—in effect,

suggesting that maintaining more
insecure, low-paying work is
somehow preferable to creating
guaranteed, better-paid, secure
jobs.

Similar arguments—often
referencing the plight of the
minimum-wage-eaming teenager—
are making the rounds in the
business lobby’s criticisms of a $15/
hr minimum wage and other
improvements to labour legislation.
(In fact, the research indicates that,
beyond teenagers, a $15 minimum
wage “will largely benefit the
province’s most marginalized—a
broad and diverse swath of workers
including contract, seasonal, and
casual workers, part-time workers,
women, and immigrants.”)

According to the fear-stoking
from the business lobby and the
College Employer Council,
legislating higher standards for
everyone will make it worse for
people who have been most
severely marginalized by those who
have actively been fighting to
maintain inadequate standards in
the first place. But, much as higher
minimum workplace standards are

broadly beneficial, better working
conditions for contract faculty are
linked to improved learning
conditions for students.

The other standout number is
84. The College Employer Council
explains—presumably in defense
of their refusal to adequately
address their increased reliance on
a poorly paid, precarious
workforce—that 84% of college
students find employment within six
months of graduation, and that
employers and students are
generally pleased with the
education colleges provide.

So, no harm, no foul, right?

Well, not so much. As public
funding declines, students are
paying more for an education that
is increasingly provided by lower-
paid, under-compensated, insecure
faculty members—at an annual
“savings” to Ontario colleges of
$400 million by the College
Employer  Council's  own
admission—before graduating into
an economy where current
estimates indicate one third of
Ontario’s workers are vulnerable.
There is a certain, shall we say, ironic

symmetry to that education model.

Ontario’s Changing
Workplaces Review and Bill 148 is
an attempt to begin to address
precarity and other gaps in
workplace policy. It is, predictably,
receiving pushback from the usual
suspects who maintain that, far
from being a problem, “more
flexible”, “part time” employment is
increasingly preferable given
changing demands (“aging
population!” “full time students!”),
and public policy changes “would
place an unintended burden on
employers”.

There’s a striking similarity
between these business lobby
arguments against improved
working conditions and
compensation, and those wielded
by the College Employer Council in
rejecting OPSEU’s demands for
equal pay for work of equal value
and a diminishment of precarity for
college faculty.

All labour wins come with a
price tag—most often for those who
are in the best position to afford it—
whether it's increasing the minimum
wage to something that begins to

approach a living wage,
guaranteeing paid sick days to
workers, or ensuring that those
providing instruction to college
students have decent working
conditions.

But the fact is, we—and
particularly those who are most
severely impacted—cannot continue
to bear the financial, social and
human costs of an economy
dependent on the ongoing
undercompensation of a significant
portion of the labour force. As an
economic and social model—let
alone an educational one—it’s
unsustainable and short sighted.

While nowhere near perfect,
Bill 148 is an opportunity to address
precarity, compensation and
workplace standards for workers in
the province—including those
students whose classes are being
interrupted by Ontario colleges’
reluctance to address how these
issues are playing out on their own
campuses. Rather than clinging to
a model predicated on precarity,
and steadfastly refusing to
acknowledge equal pay for work of
equal value, colleges could be at
the forefront of improving the
conditions of work and the state of
jobs—on campus, and across the
province.

Erika Shaker is Director of
Education and Outreach with the

CCPA. Follow her on
Twitter@ErikaShaker.
Robin Shaban is an

independent economic and public
policy consultant based in Ottawa.
This blog is part of an
ongoing project examining
precarious employment in Ontario’s
postsecondary institutions. You can
read part one of this project here.
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Wynne Government’s Hospital Bed Announcement a Temporary Band-Aid
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Toronto — The Ontario
Health Coalition congratulated
the Health Minister for
recognizing the crisis in
Ontario’s hospitals and
announcing 1,200 new hospital
beds today. However, the
coalition cautioned that this is
only temporary band-aid that
will partially alleviate the crisis
but not solve it. One-fourth of
the hospital money announced
today was already announced
in the budget and the
announced beds are both
temporary and too few to meet
need. The coalition is
disturbed by the government’s
plans to continue the crisis in
public hospitals and move
capacity to private for-profit
corporations.

“Ontario needs a long-
term plan to rebuild capacity in
our public hospitals to meet
population need,” said Natalie
Mehra, executive director of
the Ontario Health Coalition
who has been fighting hospital
cuts and closures for the last
decade. “We have been in a
hospital overcrowding crisis all
year all across Ontario, not
because of a flu season, but
because hospital beds have
been cut in our province for
decades. At this point, the cuts
are deeper than in any other
province in Canada and any
other country in the developed
world. Ontario now has the
fewest hospital beds per
person, the least amount of
nursing care per patient.
Patients are forced out of
hospital, often with no care or
inadequate care, too frail and
as a result we have the
highest hospital readmission
rate in the country.”

Taking issue with the
claims and process used by
the government, Mehra said.
“From what has been
happening in Australia we are
expecting a terrible flu season,
no question. But even before
this, Ontario’s hospitals are
overcrowded to the point of
being in total crisis. Planning
for our hospitals needs to be
long-term and based on
projections of community
need. It needs to be done in an
open and transparent way and
policy must be forged with
democratic public input not
made in backroom deals with

=

the Ontario Hospital
Association, whom we do not
trust to advocate for the real
needs of Ontarians.”

Using government figures,
the Ontario Health Coalition
has produced charts
comparing Ontario’s hospital
beds, nursing, and funding
compared to other provinces,
available here: http://
www.ontariohealthcoalition.ca/
wp-content/uploads/Pre-
Budget-Briefing-Feb-2016-
1.pdf

Briefing Note: On the
number of beds: A hospital
bed in this context refers to a
funded and staffed bed. There
are all kinds of empty wards in
Ontario’s hospitals where beds
have been closed down, but
hospitals do not have the
funding to reopen and staff
them. Adding 1,200 hospital
beds will still leave Ontario
dead last in Canada in the
number of hospital beds per
capita, and at the bottom of the
entire OECD. This is not
enough beds to prevent
overcrowding in flu season
and it is not a long-term plan.
In the government’s release
the beds are described as
“temporary” and “transitional”.
Furthermore, opening up
mothballed hospitals is not a
plan to build capacity in public
hospitals to meet the needs of

a growing and aging
population.

The globally accepted
safe level of hospital

occupancy is 80 — 85 percent.
Many of Ontario’s hospitals
are rountinely running over 100
per cent with stretchers in
hallways, patients crowded

into non-patient spaces,
emergency departments
housing patients for days at a
time. Undue pressure is put on
patients to get out of hospital
from the moment they are
admitted, and often patients
are sent home with all kinds of
promises for care that never
materializes. The OHA has
called for more long-term care
beds and has cited the low
numbers of beds as evidence
of “efficient” hospitals. That is
not how patients see it.
Readmission rates are
climbing every year, people are
left in inhumane conditions
and families are suffering as a
result of the hospital cuts that
have gone too far.

On privatization: The
government is planning on
moving hospital patients out to
retirement homes, home care
and community care. The vast
majority of retirement homes
are private and for-profit. They
are not health care facilities
and they are “self-regulating”.
They do not have the
standards  and safety
regulations of long-term care
homes. A number of retirement
homes unlawfully charge
patients for services that are
supposed to be OHIP-covered.
Health policy should not be
used as a subsidy for a private
industry, no matter how much
they lobby the government for
public money. Similarly,
patients that can be moved out
to home care are already
moved out, and homecare is
majority privatized. While the
$40 million increase for home
care volumes is needed, plans
to continue to offload and

privatize hospital care are not
supported by the evidence.
Many of the services that are
being cut today are not
transferable, for example
operating room closures,
surgical and medical bed
closures, cuts to RNs, RPNs,
cleaners, health record
transcribers and health
professionals, cuts to inpatient
mental health and so on. The
“transition” of hospital care to
home care was accomplished
more than a decade ago. Now
this rhetoric is used as a cover
for cuts to needed care.

On bed blocking: The
Ontario government and
hospital leadership continues
to ignore their own evidence
that the overcrowding in
hospitals is not due to seniors
who can and should be moved
out. Alternate Level of Care is
a designation that refers both
to people in hospital beds that
could be moved to long-term,
home or community care, and
to patients that are waiting for
a hospital bed. Patients waiting
for mental health beds, or
rehab beds, or medical
patients in surgical beds; all of
these are counted in Alternate
Level of Care statistics. Thus,
government and hospital
leadership routinely overstate
the number of patients that
could be moved out. For more
details and the most recent
publicly available numbers on
this see: http://
www.ontariohealthcoalition.ca/
index.php/release-
backgrounder-ontario-
government-responsible-for-
overwhelmed-hospital-
emergency-departments-

critical-bed-shortages-
systemic-and-pervasive/

Further, Ontario has is a
severe shortage of long-term
care beds. As a result today’s
long-term care homes grant
access to only those patients
with the highest acuity. Since
hospital patients are the top of
the list to be moved into long-
term care homes, if they are
not being discharged to long-
term care it is because the
care needs of the patients are
too high for the long-term care
homes to take. Already
violence and homicide rates in
long-term care homes are too
high and homes cannot be
forced to take people for whom
they cannot care safely. It
therefore will not be successful
to plan to move these patients
out to private for-profit
retirement homes and other
less intensive types of
community care.

On the money: The
government announced $100
million for temporary and
transitional beds in hospitals
and $40 million for home care.
Of the $100 million, $26 million
was already announced in last
spring’s provincial budget. The
$40 million for home care
volumes is new money. The
funding is welcome and
needed. Ontario funds its
hospitals at the second lowest
rate in Canada (only Quebec
is lower) and here, hospital
funding is far below the
average of the rest of the
provinces. However, the
coalitions warns that the
temporary nature of the
funding should raise red flags.
The government’s fiscal plan is
to increase hospital funding
next year, leading into the
provincial election, then reduce
it again. The coalition is calling
for a long-term capacity plan,
based on the evidence of
population need for care, to
protect Ontarians against
such short-term partisan
policies and ensure that
Ontario’s hospital crisis is
properly solved for the long
term.

"15 Gervais Drive, Suite
201, Toronto, Ontario M3C 1Y8
Tel: 416-441-2502 Email:
ohc@sympatico.ca  Web:
www.ontariohealthcoalition.ca "
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Tax Planning & Advisory Services
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