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Harcharan Singh Parhar
403-681-8689

Gall Rai - 403-612-1881
Amar - 403-470-2621
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(S' SECURELIFE

INSURANCE AGENCY INC

NOW HIRING !

Ay NEW & EXPERIENCED ADVISORS

1 , Ravinderjit Basra
= 416-845-6232

N
A—;, P — www.securelifeinsurance.ca

For All your Commercial Real Estate
needs in Alberta, Motels/Hotels, Gas Station,
Liquor Store, Plazas, Franchise, Restaurant

Call Gurprit Sidhu (Rana)
Ph:403.831.5000

Email: sidhugurprit@hotmail.com
www.bruceliang.ca

(@yPumiss Super (Yisa Trsurance
1% Your Expert Advisor for SUPER VISA INSURANCE

+ Life Insurance « Mortgage Insurance  Critical liness .
. Insurance » Disability Insurance « RESF, RRSP \_H
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303, 7- Westwinds Cres. NE Calgary AB, Canada T3J5H2 ;l'
Al

narewoersioil  Website : www.calgaryinsurancequotes.com
{403} 404-3500

LIST WITH UsS
FOR SUARANTEED RESULTS
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i S837.000 |3348sght |3cargarage | Walkout basement | 2 master bedrooms
ruptto S Kter Spice kitchen | Main floor bed and bath 4 bathrooms

750.607-6517 Selact all colors and specs if purchased now

Baljinder Singh

g Details of 705 medougal rd:

+91-92167-29598

v il Practically in downtown

Sukhdev Singh Sandhu
(Toronto)

sl brand new 2300 sq ft townhouses

(Toronto)
Jaspreet Dhaliwal . h E |
(Toronta with single garage
Harcharan Singh Parhar
Calgary
Malkit Singh

Anbotsford (56) You can't beat these

Narbhinder Singh (India)
(Punjab)
935443021 spectacular view
Buta Singh Nawan Shahr
(Punjab)
946-347-4342
atoozed@gmail.com

Jaswant Zirakh (india) Priced to sell at 5889,000

(Punjab)
98151-69825

jaswantzirakh@gmail.com =
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\Yf Professional Realty Inc.
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"Hiring Full and Part
Time mechanics"

Open 7 days a week and,
make it nice

Inder,m Gill
Feavy Doty Truck & Tranker

Fae: 905 - 456 - 265
EMAIL: rushlubei@hatmail com
32 Rutheriord Road Sowth
Brampron, OR, LEW 3_] |

= Mechanic FIRST MﬂBl LE
gilltruckandtraller@yahoo.com MECHANIC IN
THE PUNJABI
RUSTEIDTY, st o || COMMUNAY
rr SPECIALIZING IN
Jaskaranijit Singh (Jas) REBUILDING:
TEL: 905 - 453 - 6344 “"“’E?J:;?;PJS"“’
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faneng et JESIDENTIAL® COMMERCIAL » INDUSTRIAL

TEL:
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SANTOKH SINGH

Santcﬂ:h 5 Bassi

905-451-4056G1
9053-931-9900
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MAROK LAW OFFICE
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* Corporate Law * Heal Estate
Willls: = Affidayvity = Power of Atterney

www.maroklaw.com
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Sheila Block

In the lead up to the June 7th
election in Ontario, the minimum
wage continues to be a hot button
issue.

Both the provincial Liberals
and the NDP have committed to
increase the minimum wage from
$14 this year to $15 an hour on
January 1, 2019.

But the new leader of the
Ontario PC party, Doug Ford, is
now saying that he would freeze
the minimum wage at $14 an hour
and remove everyone eaming less
than $30,000 a year from the
income tax rolls.

Two different scenarios with
very different implications for low-
wage workers in Ontario.

We looked at the most
recent Canada Revenue Agency
(CRA) data from 2015 and we
found that 4.9 million Ontarians
who had a total income of less
than $30,000 per year filed taxes.

Two-thirds of those (3.2
million people) paid no income tax,
due to a combination of existing tax
deductions and tax credits. For
those low-income Ontarians, the
promise of no taxes offers nothing

AddTaT € i

$15 minimum wage or a tax
cut: what are the trade-offs?

The 34 per cent of Ontarians
with incomes less than $30,000
who paid tax had an average
provincial income tax bill of $485 in
2015.

The average Ontario tax rate
for those with incomes below
$30,000 a year was 0.9 per cent
of their total income.

So is a $485 tax cut better
than increasing the minimum
wage from $14 to $15 an hour?
The simple answer is: no.

Assuming Ontario minimum
wage eamers work 37.5 hours per
week, a one dollar an hour
increase in their wages would be
worth $1,950 a year, before taxes.

These workers would be
further ahead with an increase in
wages rather than having their
wages frozen and getting a tax
cut.

But it doesn't stop there.

We know that low-income
people rely on public services.
They can't send their kids to private
school, they rely on subsidized
child care in order to work, they are
more likely to take public transit.

Freezing the minimum wage

and offering a tax cut in its place
would not only reduce low-wage
workers’ direct income, it would
also reduce the amount of
revenue that the province has to
pay for the public services that
they need to rely on: like public
education, subsidized child care,
and public transit.

This is simply a bad trade off
for low-income Ontarians. And it's
an approach that would create a
host of other problems.

Eliminating Ontario income
tax on the first $30,000 of income
for all Ontarians would be

prohibitively expensive.

Removing anyone with less
than $30,000 of income from the
income tax rolls would mean that
only half of the population (53 per
cent) would be paying income
taxes in Ontario.

Those who are paying
income taxes could feel that they
are carrying too much of the
burden, further eroding our trust in
government and public services.
As public economist Armine
Yalnizyan tweeted: “Can you spell
tax revolt?”

This tax reduction could be

targeted to low-income workers
through a tax credit as Lindsey
Tedds pointed out. However,
economists also worry about the
impact on the incentive to work
when you face a sharp increase
in the taxes you pay on the next
dollar of income. This was widely
debated and called the “welfare
wall” in the 1990s. As economist
Mike Moffatt tweeted: “Anyone
making $30,001 would face one
hell of a marginal tax bill.”

Tax policy is complex and can
have unintended consequences.

That's why we need to know
what the impact of such a proposal
would be on low-income
Ontarians, the public coffers, tax
fairess, and incentives. Canning
the minimum wage increase in
favour of a tax cut would either be
expensive or have a number of
negative unintended
consequences, and ultimately
leaves low-wage workers no
farther ahead.

Sheila Block is a senior
economist with the Canadian Centre
for Policy Alternatives’ Ontario office.
Follow Sheila on  Twitter:
@Sheila_M_Block
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Care and change: The messages driving Ontario’s 2018 election

Trish

Hennessy

That's how many times the
Government of Ontario drew
upon the word “care” in a throne
speech designed to claim its
stake in a pre-election period that
has so far seen its share of ups
and downs.

The Liberals aren’t the only
ones focused on improving care.
With the PC leadership drama
ostensibly behind us, NDP
Leader Andrea Horwath stepped
into the spotlight over the
weekend, promising pharmacare
coverage for everyone (with
access to 125 drugs to start with)
and a new dental care program.
These are two ideas that could
galvanize her base.

While the NDP shares the
Liberals’ emphasis on health care
programs, when it comes to
topline messaging, they join the
PC party in calling for change.
Both opposition parties are
campaigning on a change ticket,
trying to take advantage of polls
indicating Ontarians may be
growing weary after 15 years of
Liberal governance. The PC
People’s Guarantee platform,
released under former leader
Patrick Brown—and now very
much in question—focused on
the slogan Change That Works
For You. The NDP’s slogan?
Change For The Better.

Of course, Premier
Kathleen Wynne is the one
candidate who can’t run on a
change ticket. Enter the care
theme, its 62 mentions, and the

topline message from the Liberal
government: A Time For Care
And Opportunity. And with the
deliverance of the throne speech,
the policy contours of Ontario’s
election platforms are coming
into clearer focus.

The throne speech pointed
to a number of new
commitments that will be detailed
in the upcoming budget, and can
be expected to carry over to the
party’s election platform,
including:

Health care: The throne
speech commits to significant
investments in the operation of
hospitals and reduced health
care wait times. It's a clear
counter to the NDP’s platform
promise to “end hallway
medicine” following a spate of
provincial headlines about
hospital overcrowding and
overwhelmed  emergency
rooms, while also countering the
PC’s promise to lower hospital
wait times.

Home care and Long-
term care: The throne speech
promises major new investments
to support aging at home
through access to home care
and financial support for families
caring for aging loved ones. The
speech made mention of the
previous commitment to 5,000
new long-term care beds.
Overall, the Liberal plan for home
care stops short of the NDP’s
call for a full “find and fix” public
inquiry into the state of long-term
care in Ontario.

Pharmacare: The
governing Liberals have already
rolled out the first provincial
pharmacare program in Canada,
providing more than 4,400 free

medications for everyone 24
years of age or younger. The
throne speech indicates the party
would expand pharmacare to
include other segments of the
population. Meanwhile, the NDP

is promising universal
pharmacare (though it would
start with access to only 125
drugs).

Dental care: The throne
speech says more people will
have access to dental care
under the Liberals. Currently, the
government offers its Healthy
Smiles free dental coverage to
anyone aged 17 and under. But
the NDP’s big announcement
this weekend goes a step further.
Under the NDP plan, dental
exams, cleanings, fillings, X-
rays, preventative and minor
restorative dental work and
necessary denture fittings would
be covered.

Mental health care: The
throne speech committed to
expand access to mental health
care and addictions care. In
contrast, the NDP is promising to
create a new ministry focused
solely on mental health issues.
Under Brown, the People’s
Guarantee promised funding for
mental health initiatives, but it's

Nothing screws up the heads of these illiterate
buggers like the 20-somethings from JNU!

Sheena Thakur

| am reactivating my
Facebook profile to get this
message across to you all.
Yesterday we witnessed how the
Delhi police handles peaceful
protesters shouting slogans
against a sexual harasshole on
the loose in our campus. | was in
the crowd trying to help some one
who was being beaten up by the
police when 8-10 policewomen
grabbed hold of me and showered
me with punches. When they
failed to bring me down one of
them said 'kapde phado iske' and
all these women went ahead to
ri...p off my clothes. At this point |
pushed them away and climbed
up to the bus stop where four
lovely women came to help me.
For a split second | felt tears rise
up in my eyes but the next instant
it turned to rage when | realised
that these women continued to
attack not me but my clothes in the
wildest way imaginable. Before we
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could realise what happened we
were pushed through the
barricades where BTW they tried
to clothe me. | refused to do so
and made sure they saw what they
had just done - stripped a woman
for shouting slogans against
sexual harassment. | do not have
to explain in detail how we were
groped my male police, that we
know happens every time. It just
broke my heart to see how nasty
it can get in a matter of seconds,
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that you participate in such a cruel
act just because these are orders
from one's senior officials. | feel its
very violent for the police as well
that they have to beat up people,
strip women as a part of their job.
In the police station they had a
variety of clothes for us to choose
from- a pile of clean white
decathlon tshirts and bright festive
kurtas. Clearly this is something
they do very often that they are so
well prepared for it.

unclear whether the party will
keep this item in its new
platform.

Child care: The Liberals
are promising to address the cost
of child care in Ontario, which
has some of the highest child
care fees in the country. At this
point, the Liberals are the only
party to address this issue,
though the NDP vision document
does mention a commitment to
affordable child care.

Free tuition: The throne
speech commits to growing the
existing free tuition program for
modest-income families whose
youth are attending college or
university. Ontario is home to
some of the most expensive
tuition fees in the country and
student debt is a crushing
burden for graduates. The throne
speech also says “middle-class
families will not have to shoulder
onerous debt to give their
children the opportunities every
student in Ontario deserves.”
This latter issue may be a nod to
the NDP’s promise to “convert
the provincial portion of student
loans into grants that don't have
to be repaid.”

Poverty: The throne
speech lacked specifics, but
promises “the burdens of poverty
will ease.” It's unclear whether
that means the government will
improve the income security of
those who qualify for Ontario
Works and the Ontario Disability
Support Program. Government-
appointed working groups have
recommended improved income
adequacy for low-income
Ontarians.

Questions remain:

The throne speech was
silent about the monkey that
continues to be on this
government's back: hydro. The
NDP has distinguished itself as
the only party committed to
bringing hydro back into public
hands, which has created a
wedge between that party and its
competitors.

So the lines in the electoral
sand are starting to get drawn,
with both the Liberals and the
NDP competing on “care” issues
by promising significant new
investments in essential public
services and health care
supports.

In order to fund this vision,
the Liberal government has

already said it will carry a deficit
of less than one per cent of GDP
(around $8 billion), tabling a plan
in the upcoming budget to pay
that down. Given the scope of the
NDP promises, it looks to me that
the party would run deficits in the
first few years if it were elected
the next government, unless it
leverages more revenue-raising
options.

On the fiscal front, the NDP
is trying to distinguish itself by
promising to raise the corporate
tax rate and to raise taxes on the
wealthy. It's not clear how much
an NDP government would raise
corporate taxes, but there is
room to return to pre-recession
corporate income tax levels.
Economist Hugh Mackenzie
estimates a one-percentage
point increase in the corporate
income tax would yield about
$1.17 billion in additional revenue.

It also remains to be seen
what the NDP plans are for
taxing the well-off. Under
pressure from the NDP in 2012,
former Premier Dalton McGuinty
raised the tax rate on those
earning $500,000 or more. In
2014, the Wynne government
lowered that tax threshold to
$220,000 and created another
tax bracket for those earning
$150,000 to $220,000. There's
room to go lower, but it's not
clear that any party will go there.

Both the Liberals and the
NDP are committed to the
current cap-and-trade program,
which both pays for investments
in a greener economy and can
reduce carbon emissions. For
his part, Ford has already
denounced both cap-and-trade
and the carbon tax. Eliminating
the carbon tax leaves a $10
billion revenue hole in the PC
People’s Promise over a three-
year period. Once he unveils his
five-point platform, we will see
which  People’s Promise
platform items he dials back on
in order to get his numbers to
add up.

Ford claims he can find
“efficiencies” to support his
goals, but any premier would be
hard-pressed to do that without
major public service cuts. As
economist Jim Stanford writes:
“Cuts of this magnitude would
significantly damage government
services (all the more so given
continual inflation and population
growth).”

Election campaigns are
always unpredictable and
Ontario’s 2018 election is clearly
no exception. While many
questions remain about the party
platforms, one thing is for sure:
our office calculators are fully
charged and ready to crunch the
numbers as they are revealed.

Trish Hennessy is director
of the Canadian Centre for Policy
Alternatives’ Ontario office.
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Get the best rates with us!
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www.fivestarinsurance.ca

“With guaiifiled discounts

270 ODrenda Rd., Unit # 200 Brampion, OM LGT 4XG6
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