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Rat race has no end, think
twice to study abroad

DR RIPANDEEP KAUR is also a
International student at Canada and
discussing condition of international
students who came here for higher
education)

| came to Canada 8 months ago for a
better life , to adopt a

expenses to live here.

Education system in our country is
not so bad. It is still potent to produce super
class students but rat race to abroad is
disturbing the lives of youngsters. All
countries are trying to make education

system less expensive for

different culture and see
how life is in here. My journey
so far had been really
amazing. My experience
with education, culture,
people etc. is incredible. |
lived in a small city after
coming here which not only
gave me time to understand
the culture but to think about
what | want from life.

Being an international
student | talked to many of

their home students. Our
Indian education system is
still affordable to large
number of population. But
education system has been
made as commodity to sell
with marketing. Canada
also wants to sell it and fee
structure of this country for
International students is
much more than its home
students. International
students are paying the fee

them as well everyday and [3Y=W=1[Y\NX»]3-H'¢-\I] ;| Which is not affordable to
wanted to know what they Canadian families too, but

are here for. | was surprised to hear the
answers which | got from them, most of
them said permanent resident card, very
few of them said education which gave me
the shock of my life. | was surprised to hear
a post graduate holding a decent position
back home saying | want the permanent
resident card and is willing to do labour to
get settled. The charisma of money made
a lot of international students think this
way. | really don't understand why they put
themselves so down. Is earning money so
important? More important than your
dignity. International students should stop
acting like refugees who are desperate for
a residentship, its really important for them
to realise that they belong somewhere.
Engineers, doctors, nurses, people
having masters met so many great minds
but are going through serious depression.
After coming to this great country where
people live life so freely, where life is so
beautiful why are those great minds are
suffering. Do they really have to go through
this? The whole concept behind coming
here is misunderstood. Parents back
home have sent their children for higher
education after paying huge amounts of
money. Though this education fee amount
is far expensive as comparable to back
home but the parents has shut down their
eyes to fulfill the dream to settle their kid
abroad. They seldom think all pros and
cones of their dream which has economic,
cultural as well as psychological aspects
of life of their child. The students after
reaching here are exposed to a totally
different environment. Without direct
support and guidance of their parents,
many of them get caught themselves into
the vicious circle of money, sex, drug abuse
and cultural shock. Many are under
pressure to earn more dollars to
compensate and support the exorbitant

Indian parents are jumping in debts to pay
it. Living cost for student at Canada is also
much more expensive. Agents or
consultant's allures kids with the cool
western culture but they don't really tell
them the real life scenario. Students fall into
this beautiful trap and force their parents
to send them over here. Parents being
parents sent their kids and the rest of the
story is the unspoken truth. Most of the
parents can't afford the international
education and expects from their children
to pay their fees and for living. But they
don't give it a long run thought that what
are they loosing in this whole process.
Undoubtedly the kids are becoming
independent they are understanding the
importance of money but they lose a lot
at this tender age. The most important
thing which they came here for i.e.
education is lost in this shiny alluring
world. The youth is loosing its grace. The
time when they can really think of doing
something with their lives and make the
most out of it, they get trapped and the
whole thought process of learning and
education is gone. Youth is the backbone
of the society and if they are not pitting their
effort to improve e the society i.e. giving their
best and playing their role how are we going
to improve as a whole. The youth needs to
understand the basic concept that their
individual development and thought
process maters a lot. The community is
build by them and they are a very integral
part of the community.

| would really want this thought
process to reach each student and their
parents so that they realise what track they
are on. Why aren't they thinking on long
term basis. | just really hope that | got my
point across and this can bring a little
change in the thought process and a bigger
change in society.
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Disowning Actions But Owning Ideology:
RSS And Gujarat Events

It has now become a pattern for
RSS to disown its own actions which
emanate from its divisive Hindutva
mindset. The RSS plays the game of
association and disassociation. It
associates with masses and its own
saffron network and spreads hatred
through multiple ways till an event
occurs. It continues to promote a divisive
mindset till then. However, as protests
arise and their actions become
unpopular and receive criticism, it
immediately disassociates itself from
the act. The latest to join this list is its
disassociation from the acts of
Gautankvadis (Gau Atankwadis) in
Guijarat. This act has received heavy
criticism and Gujarat otherwise lesser
known for Dalit protests has given way
to the same. The act of disowning is not
new to RSS. It has done the same in the
past. It had disowned itself from Dadri
lynching incident, the Mangalore
attackers, the Babri demolition incidents,
the Gandhi assassination. The latest act
of disowning in the Gujarat event is only
to show itself as not being anti-dalit while
continuing to be so.

The recent events in Guijarat only
bring out the anti-dalit character of RSS.
From being perceived as an upper caste
and brahmanical organisation, adoption
of Ambedkar symbol for RSS has only
been to hide its real character. The
culture sought to be imposed in the
name of Hindutva is those religious
vedic tradtitions of upper caste which
contradict with the traditions of the dalits.
While Beef eating may mean different
things for dalits and upper caste, the
RSS has sought to impose the beliefs
of the upper caste. Behind the action of
beating up dalits, lies the fact of its
expectation of subordination by the dalit
sections to the culture sought to be
established by the upper castes.

This makes it important to dissect
the real nature of RSS on the caste
question. According to secret circular no.
411 of RSS, Scheduled castes and other
Backward classes are to be recruited to
the party so as to increase the
volunteers to fight against the

Ambedkarites and Mussalmans. This
only shows that dalits for RSS are only
an instrument to increase its numbers.
The real enemies are Ambedkaries and
Mussalamans. The strategy of including
dalits is only to fight against its own Dalit
assertion which may happen through
Ambedkarites. It also mentions Special
attention should be given to the students
of Scheduled Castes and Scheduled
Tribes so as to make them read the
history written according to our dictates.
Hence for RSS, the dalits are only meant
to be turned into hindutva soliders by
being provided with inputs which is a
mere communal interpretation of history.
While it does not allow for alternative
interpretations of history including the
dalit version, it aims to establish
hegemony over the dalit sections by
teaching them communal version.
Assertion of Dalit identity hence for them
is a threat as it questions brahmanical
hegemony. Communal history teaching
is @ means to maintain this hegemony.

RSS adoption of Ambedkar had
only a particular context. While the RSS
realised that it cannot grow its influence
over dalits without adopting their
symbols, the act of adopting Ambedkar
is to merely win Dalits to their side. It is
to have Dalits but not Dalit assertion. It
is to have Ambedkar but not
Ambedkarism. It is to have an ‘Hinduism’
with symbols supportive of caste
hierarchy having supremacy over those
calling for annihilation of caste. Hence
while they may depict Ambedkar as an
important symbol for them, it is only
through subordination to Golwalkars,
Hegdewars, Savarkars. The writings of
upper caste brahmanical ideology
believing in maintenance of hegemony
of upper caste get higher priority over
Ambedkarite vision of annihilation of
caste. Thus while the symbol is adopted,
the spirit behind the symbol is
completely excluded. It is not surprising
that protests by Dalit in Gujarat have
emerged.

T. Navin works with an NGO as a
Researcher. He did his M.Phil from
Centre for Political Studies in Jawaharlal
Nehru University.
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