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- ‘ PARTY HALL (up to 100 people)
N _ Party Hall+Catering+Seating

.« Arrangement+Sound System+Lighting
*DINE IN * TAKE OUT *CATERING *SWEETS&SNACKS

114 Kennedy Road, South, Brampton, ON L6W 3E7
(Between Queen/HWY 7 & Steeles)

LIFE INSURANCE MORTGAGE INSURANCE [
CRITICAL ILLNESS INSURANCE
DISABILITY INSURANCE RESP RRSP

avinashahuja15@gmail.com

& L Y 6-885-73?3, 41 6-2.1 3-9010 “ren:
~ Gawioer lalitaahuja@gmail.com Adian

10-7003 Steeles Ave. West., Etobicoke, ON MOW 0A2, www.punjabinsurance.co

<AL Iri-City

\Y Professional Realty Inc. Brokerage

"Aiming Straight with
Honesty and Integrity"

Since 1987 on Full Time Basis

Dri: 416-254-7573, Off.: 905-793-5777
Email : pdosanjh2005@yahoo.com

mmmnm el
@@@mw

Paul Dosanjh
Sales Represantative
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Commonwealth Centre
Unit 1101, 3961-52™ Ave.N.E.
Calgary, AB T3J 0J7

Tel. :

., Reliance /Legal Group LLP

FORMERLY KNOWN AS SINGH & PARTNERS LAW OFFICE

Barristers, Solicitors and Notary Public

403-285-7070 Our law group practices in

M[([S

IMMIGRATION
Applications for Family Class
and APPEALS.
Skilled Workers, Investors,
Refugee Claims

Commercial and Residential

REAL ESTATE
Buying and Selling

Land Development

Condomininm Projects
WILLS & ESTATE FORMATION OF
CRIMINAL LAW PUBLIC COMPANIES

SMALL BUSINESS
Huying and Selling
Franchises, Sharchoider
Agreements and Incorporations

* Reasonable fees

PERSONAL INJURY (Car Accident Claims)

* Eaperienced lawyers, caring, confidential

* Free Initial Consultation

* Weekend & Evening Appointments (available upon request)

NO LEGAL FEES UNTIL RECOVERY

Our chents include small businesses. public companikes, bullders, land developers, charifable organizations and individuals.
We donate part of our fees to Alberta Children Hospital,

* RESIDENTIAL
COMMERCIAL

FOR ALL YOUR RENL ESTNTE NEEDS

Contact Long time trusted name in the community

Gurbachan Singh Brar
_"BUSINESS N
' * INDUSTRIAL _

403-470-2628

gsbrar @gsbrar.com
_WWW. gsbrar com

“ Free no oblugauon evaluahon

* Full time commitment

* Assistance to arrange besl mortgage rates
1A-4101 19 ST N.E, CALGARY, AB T2E 6X8
Fax: 403-776-1942

Ph: 403-590-2233

*INDUSTRIAL

* INVESTMENT

LAND

Website :

Ph: 403-250-8898 Fax:
www.sikhvirsa.com,

403-250-8825
Email : virsa@sikhvirsa.com

www.radiosanjh.com
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Chamber of Commerce

Privatization Report Poorly Researched,
Not in Public Interest: Health Coalition

Toronto — The Ontario’s
Chamber of Commerce waded
into health care reform today with
a poorly-researched and argued
report that would cause Ontarians
harm if implemented, noted the
Ontario Health Coalition. The
OCC report is not grounded in
evidence. It is comprised of a
hodgepodge of anecdotes that are
often inaccurate and
contradictory. The OCC’s stated
goal in their report is to expand
privatization. Aside from the poor
quality of the research and
manipulative use of data in the
report, the report’s authors
provide no evidence to support
privatization as a solution for any
problems that they identify.

The Chamber report
repeatedly overstates expenditure
data. For the record, health
spending has been declining as a
share of Ontario’s budget for
years. According to Ontario
Ministry of Finance 2016 Ontario
Budget health spending is now at
38.7% -- a far cry from the 50%
figure repeatedly misreported in
the Chamber’s report.

For years Ontarians and
Canadians have been subjected
to this rhetoric of crisis and
unsustainability by private
interests who are trying to win
health reform so that they can
take profit from the health care
system. These tactics have never
worked. Repeated polls show
that Canadians strongly believe in
the core values of equitable
access to care based on need,

not wealth.

The fact is that for-profit
privatization is incompatible with
the core principle shared by the
vast majority of Canadians that
equal access to health care
should be based on need not
wealth. We will not have any
universal single-tier public health
system if we allow for-profit
privatization of medically needed
hospital and physician services.
Already, patients experience the
hardship of for-profit health care in
home and long-term care.

In fact, the evidence is
irrefutable that for-profit
privatization results in increased
user fees for patients, greater
inequality in access, hardship for
patients, and higher costs for
public insurers. The Ontario
Health Coalition has conducted
repeated studies in which we
have directly called every private
clinic in our province and every
private clinic across the country.
We have found that the majority
of private clinics charge OHIP and
charge patients on top in extra
user fees -- for the same service.
The fees charged in private clinics
far exceed costs under the public
health care system. In private
cataract surgery clinics, for
example, clinics not only bill OHIP
approx. $500 per cataract
surgery (2014 Ministry of Health
data) but they also bill patients
hundreds of dollars extra for
administrative fees and add-ons
such as medically unnecessary
tests. Many clinics violate the

Canada Health Act and charge
patients $1,200 to $3,000 for the
cataract surgery — even though
the patient has already paid in their
taxes and should receive the
surgery without charge under
OHIP and the Canada Health Act.
In private MRI clinics, patients are
regularly charged $1,000 or more
for an MRI which costs on
average approximately $250
under OHIP (2011 Ministry of
Health data). In addition, the
private clinics locate in large
urban centres, and take scarce
staff out of local public hospitals
reducing care levels. While they
take resources out of public
hospitals, they only take the
lightest most “profitable” patients,
while leaving behind the heaviest
care patients with fewer
resources to care for them.
While it may be that for-profit
clinics have lobbied the Chamber
to take this position, the fact is
that the expansion of privatization
is not in the public interest.
Moreover, it is not in the interest
of most businesses in Ontario to
have to pay the higher costs of
private clinics, public-private
partnership and medically-
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unnecessary add-ons that would
result from expanded health care
privatization.

It should be noted that private
clinics locate in large urban
centres where there is a sizeable
market of wealthy people who
can pay their extra user fees. This
causes further loss of local health
services for rural and smaller
communities. To pretend that
privatization is a solution for cuts
to local public hospitals that have
devastated mid-sized, smaller
and rural towns is pretense
indeed. Privatization would only
make their situations worse.

The Ontario Health Coalition
has provided a full analysis of the
Chamber report on its website at
www.ontariohealthcoalition.ca

Quotes: “We are
disappointed that the Chamber
came out with this report which is
neither in the interests of
Ontarians nor in the interests of
many of the Chamber’s
members,” noted Natalie Mehra,
executive director. “Privatization is
not an add-on to public health
care, it is a take-away. It drives up
costs, deprives our local towns of

Ontario

Health Coalition

Protecting public healthcare for all.

needed services and results in
user fees of hundreds or even
thousands of dollars for patients
when they are sick, elderly and
least able to pay.”

“There are so many
improvements that the Chamber
of Commerce can and should
advocate, rather than privatization.
Ontarians — and Ontario
businesses — need an expansion
of public health care to cover
prescription drugs, thereby
reducing the cost and expanding
coverage to all Canadians,” said
Ross Sutherland, MA, RN, chair
of the Ontario Health Coalition.
“We need improved planning,
better management of overused
prescription drugs and medical
technologies, and integration of
home care into a public non-profit
system that gets funding to the
front-lines more efficiently, for
example. We hope that the
Chamber revisits their position
prior to its upcoming series of
reports and recommendations.”

For more information: Natalie
Mehra, Executive Director, 416-
441-2502 (office).
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And the medal goes to... Ranking Budget 2016

David Macdonald

Lockup over, what does
the Liberal government’s first
budget tell us about its priorities,
and how does it stack up to the
2016 Alternative Federal
Budget? There are some high-
performing measures in there,
which I've handed medals
based on their likely impact on
poverty, inequality and
responsible economic growth.

Gold medal measures
Gold-Medal-Measures

Reducing poverty

Two measures will have a
big impact on poverty rates this
year: the new Child Canada
Benefit and the improvement to

Suresh Gupta

Certified Immigration Practitioner (RCIC)

the Guaranteed Income
Supplement for seniors. The
new child
benefit
actually
exceeded our
Alternative
Federal
Budget
recommendation
(one of the few items to do so)
and will have a big impact on
child poverty. The improvement
in the supplement for seniors
will have a similar impact in that
group, although unfortunately it
will only apply for single seniors:
couples would need to split up
to see an increase.

First Nations

There was a promise in the
election platform for on-reserve
education. What is definitely
new in the budget is dedicated
funding for on-reserve water
systems to end boil water
advisories in those
communities. That funding is
new and almost as large as
what we have in our alternative
budget. There is also substantial
new money for housing on
reserves, another pressing
need for First Nations. The one

downside, and it's a doozy, is
that this money is carved out of
infrastructure funds that might
otherwise have gone to cities—
an either/or funding situation
where there should be money
for both.

Silver medal measures
Silver- Medal-Measures

Making the tax system
fairer

The new
top tax bracket is
an important
step toward
using the tax
system to offset
growing income
inequality. But a
leaky tax system makes gains
harder. There is going to be
increased enforcement of the
existing rules, which will likely
raise revenues and will almost
certainly fall on the richest (who
have the right accountants).
However, closing tax loopholes
like the stock option deduction
or the abuse of the small-
business  category by

professionals (both in the Liberal
election platform) now appears
to be off the table. Also, the so-
called middle class tax cut is not
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at all progressive, with the
biggest gains going to high-end
earners.

Bronze medal measures
Bronze-Medal

Infrastructure

The Liberal election
platform front-
end loadec
municipa
infrastructure
spending so i -
was larger uy Y
front. However |
in the budget \
the spending is ‘
back-end loaded, so more
(much more) is far off into the
future. It's also smaller than it
was in the platform, even
including the carved out First
Nations spending. Given the
lags in infrastructure spending,
the longer you delay, the longer
it takes to get the employment
and GDP boost.

Growth and employment

This isn’t a specific budget
item, more like an elephant in
the room. GDP growth and
unemployment rates for 2016
are well off where they should
be. However, this budget seems
to have a deficit limit of $30
billion: abandon hope all ye who
think it should be higher. This
completely artificial number
creates a deficit that is too small
to address the major challenges
of our time—high unemployment
and weak growth. In fact, our
alternative budget shows how
you could run a $40-billion deficit
and still keep a stable debt-to-
GDP ratio while also having a
huge impact on employment
and GDP. By being more open
to a higher deficit to
boost growth, this
bronze medal puts
the government on
the podium at least.

Participation
ribbons Nice-Try
Home care &

.

Soles Representative

cei: 416.833. 2162

email; 1

W ‘ :_)
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health care

Home care spending was
promised in the platform but
doesn’t make it to the budget,
or rather it’'s extraordinarily
limited compared to the scale of
the problem the provinces are
facing. In fairness, any new
health care spending would
have to be negotiated with the
provinces. But then again, so
will infrastructure money. At
present, home care and new
health care spending is
generally missing in action.
Hopefully, it will show up in future
budgets as negotiations with the
provinces proceed, but for the
time being, it gets “a thanks for
coming out” ribbon.

Child care

Child care was a major
focus of the election campaign.
The underlying issue for young
parents is that child care in
Canada is expensive, | mean
really expensive, | mean more
expensive than university tuition.
The other problem is that there
aren’t enough spaces, so
waiting lists are the norm. There
is money for child care in the
budget, but it's pretty limited
compared to these big
problems. There is a promise for
more money in the future, once
aframework is in place. But this
money is definitely not hitting the
ground with the speed that was
laid out in the Liberal platform.
So child care funding is definitely
participating but it doesn’t make
the podium.

What items did | miss?
What should have medaled but
didn’t? Leave a comment
below.

David Macdonald is a
senior economist with the
Canadian Centre for Policy
Alternatives, and the
coordinator of the centre’s
Alternative Federal Budget
project. Follow him on Twitter
@DavidMacCdn
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Nachhater Singh Badesha

Sales Representative
Home Life/ United Realty Inc.,
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SECURELIFE

INSURANCE AGENCY INC.
1800-746-9122

|

- Travel &

RAVINDERJIT BASRA MONA MENGI HARPREET SAINIcLu
416-845-6232 416-509-1509 416-817-6500
Spl in: SUPER VISA INSURANCE
 Life = Critical lllness = Disability

Visitor =

RRSP & RESP
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QTFSA ®RRSP e CASH

YOU CAN GET 8-10% FIXED ANNUAL RETURN

DIVERSIFY INTO REAL ESTATE

SHERJANG SINGH RANA  Through a Syndicate Mortgage
Lic. # M14002019

416.910.9000 .

www.fmpmortgages.com
rana@punjabinsurance.ca
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