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Murder of student leader Prithipal Singh
Randhawa evokes strong reaction in Punjab

Surinder Pal Singh

The strong student reaction
to the murder of a prominent
student leader in Punjab, Prithipal
Singh Randhawa, 27, has had its
effect. The police have now
announced a reward of Rs 5,000
for information leading to the arrest

was a well-known leader.
Prithipal was at the Punjab
Agricultural University for
almost a decade. It was only in
1974 that he secured
admission into the DAV College
in Hoshiarpur for the Master of
Arts course. But he dropped
out of this course and returned

in the state, became famous
during the 1973 Moga agitation.
He was later detained under
the Maintenance of Internal
Security Act (Misa). He had
resigned from the post of
general secretary of the PSU a
few weeks before his murder.
He is survived by his wife

of the prime suspect, Beant
Singh, while each of his gang
of four described as his co-
conspirators carry a price of
Rs 2,000 on their heads.
The tragic drama began
at around 9 p.m. on July 18
in Ludhiana. Prithipal was
present at the clinic of his
father-in-law, Dr Bhagat
Singh Randhawa, when two
persons arrived on a scooter
and entered the clinic
pretending to be patients.
Minutes later five men arrived
in a car. The scooter riders
and three men from the car
overpowered Prithipal and
forced him into the car. His
dead body - he had been shot
- was found on the link road

Kuldeep Kaur, a lecturer,
and a one-year-old
daughter. At Dasuya,
where Prithipal's body
was cremated on July
21, more than 3,000
students assembled from
all over the state.
Kuldeep was one of the
speakers who addressed
the gathering.

Leaders of various
political shades and with
largely varied followings
have been very vocal in
the matter. It has in turn
been condemned as a
political murder; an event
which highlighted the
deteriorating law and
order situation in the

between Badowal and
Jhande, 13 kilometres from
Ludhiana the same night.

In the course of their
investigations the police have
recovered at the clinic a cartridge
and a letter addressed to Beant
Singh, a BSc student of the
College of Agriculture, Punjab
Agricultural University. It is a reply
by the dean of the college to a letter
from Beant in which he stated that
he apprehended danger and he
needed protection. The dean had
advised him to approach the
police. On the day following the
murder, the police found a revolver
in Beant's room in his hostel.

Police Investigation:
Prithipal was a student of MSc
at the same university and it is
believed that his and Beant's
groups were at-loggerheads
with each other. In January
Beant was allegedly beaten up
by some students when he
was returning to his hostel. The
police had arrested six people
in this connection, including
Jaspal Singh Jassi who was
zonal secretary of the Punjab
Students' Union (PSU), an
organisation of which Prithipal

to Ludhiana.

With the arrest of Harjinder
Singh of Kadon the number of
arrests in the case has gone up
to four. Others arrested are
Singh of Abohar district,
Baljinder Singh of Gurdaspur
district, Kanwalpreet Singh Tur
and Chanderpreet Singh Tur of
Ludhiana. The police claim to
have tracked down the car
used to carry Prithipal away. It
was in the custody of
Parminder Singh (of Doraha
College). Registered as a taxi
number PNY 1137, it did not
carry a number plate at the
time of the crime.

According to G.S. Bhullar,
senior superintendent of police,
blood stains have been found
in the taxi and it has been sent
to Patiala for chemical analysis.
Investigations revealed that
Prithipal was tortured near the
Narangwal bridge on the Abohar
branch of a canal. The scooter
used in the murder has also

been recovered from
Phagwara.
Students Disturbed:

Prithipal, whose murder has
stirred the student community

state; and as one that called for
a high-level inquiry.

The most disconcerting is
the prospect of a prolonged
student protest, a possibility
which Dr Amrik Singh Cheema,
vice-chancellor of the Punjab
Agricultural University, was
quick to recognise when, soon
after the murder, he appealed
to the students to maintain
peace on the campus. Police,
who have been spread out in all
the districts, are dealing
severely with students who are
holding demonstrations or are
disturbing the peace.

But the stir is on. Protest
rallies and demonstrations
have been held in Ludhiana,
Bhatinda, Hoshiarpur, Sangrur,
Phagwara and even in New
Delhi. The irate students are
demanding that the culprits be
arrested immediately. As long
as the alleged Killers are on the
run, a return to peace in the
state is difficult to foresee.

For more news from India
Today, follow us on Twitter
@indiatoday and on Facebook
at facebook.com/IndiaToday

Who's your special interest
now? Federal parties ignore
women voters at their peril

The last time we had a
federal election in Canada,
women cast half a million more
votes than men. And | can’t help
wondering why.

The 2011 leaders’ debates
lacked almost any mention of
how the party platforms were
going to address the fact that
women work different hours, in
different occupation, for different
amounts of money. Oh sure,
there was lots of talk about the
economy and jobs. But jobs for
women? Who can say?

Whatever you think about
the whole Mars vs. Venus thing,
there is no question that men
and women are positioned
differently within the Canadian
economy, that they perform
different amounts of care work,
they have distinct health care
needs, and are subject to
distinct forms of violence. All of
which means that good public
policy has to be tailored to those
differences if it is going to work
for both women and men.
Political platforms need to be
tailored to their differences.
Political leaders ought to be able
to explain what they are going to
do for both halves of the
population.

The Conservative Party
recently announced that they
would not be participating in
debates hosted by the group of
media outlets that traditionally
broadcast national leaders’
debates. This announcement is
part of an ongoing contest over
who will debate whom, where
and how. But amidst all the
jockeying around who stands at
which podium in front of whose
camera, there has been little
discussion of the content of
those debates.

It's time to start asking
questions about the substance
of our election debates, not just
the trappings.

Up For Debate, a growing
national coalition of
organizations, individuals and
local communities, has an idea
or two about that.

Thirty years ago
Conservative, Liberal and NDP
leaders participated in a publicly
broadcast, fully bilingual debate
that spoke to women. The

issues? Pay equity (still a
problem); violence against
women (still a problem);
access to reproductive and
sexual health services (still a
problem).

Not only have subsequent
governments failed to solve the
problems being debated in the
1980s, but they haven't really
talked much about them in
subsequent election debates.
The word “women” came up
only a handful of times in the
2011 English-language debate.
Most of those mentions were
as part of the phrase “men and
women” (usually “our men and
women in uniform”). There was
only a single mention of any
policy that specifically
addressed the different
challenges that women and
men face in Canadian society
(violence against women). So
much for mainstreaming.

As we head in to what is
surely going to be the longest
federal campaigning season
Canada has ever seen, our
political leaders have an
opportunity to do things
differently. Women aren’t a
special interest. They are half
the population. They vote bigger
than their demographics. And
this week’s polls suggest they
are a moving target for political
parties—with female voter
preference shifting significantly
over the past four months.

Women voters are paying
attention to this election—it’s
time for political parties to pay
attention to them.

Kate Mclinturff is a senior
researcher with the Canadian
Centre for Policy Alternatives.
You can follow Kate on Twitter

@katemcinturff.
Up for Debate is a coalition
of over 150 women’s

organizations and their allies
from across Canada, including
the Canadian Centre for Policy
Alternatives. Learn more at
upfordebate.ca.
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Prisons are NOT ‘Functioning Fine’ under
Harper’s Tough-on-Crime Agenda

Paula Mallea

On June 27, a column by
Tom Brodbeck in the Winnipeg
Sun called out the Parliamentary
Budget Officer, the Canadian
Centre for Policy Alternatives and
myself for allegedly “[trying] to
scare Canadians.” He said we
were wrong when we predicted
higher numbers of prison inmates
and higher costs as a result of the
tough-on-crime agenda. There
had been “no big surge of inmates”
in federal prisons, and “taxpayers
don't have to worry about spending
billions on new prisons,” according
to Mr. Brodbeck.

Here are the facts. First,
when we made our predictions
about numbers and budgets back
in 2010, we expected the
government to live up to its
obligations under international law
and create new prisons to house
the expected increase in numbers.
(Under international law, there
should be no more than 500
inmates housed in a prison.) The
government chose instead to
close three federal prisons
(housing 1,000 inmates) and build
2,700 cells in existing prisons (for
anetgain of 1,700). Then it double-
bunked the rest. About 20% of
federal prisoners are now living
two or more to a cell. This solution
is inhumane and dangerous, but
cheap.

In addition, we predicted that
some of the harsher crime laws
would produce many more
motions and appeals, thus adding
to the cost of administering justice.
We did not, however, expect that
the Supreme Court of Canada
would overturn laws so often and
with such dispatch, thus negating
many of the worst effects of the
tough-on-crime agenda. The
justice system also found ways to
circumvent the harshest of the

laws, thus further avoiding longer
sentences and higher costs.

For example, the two-for-
one law would have made
remand prisoners serve longer
sentences, as would the
mandatory minimum sentence
for firearms offences. The justice
system first found ways to lessen
the impact of these laws and then
allowed appeals in some cases.
Then the Supreme Court took the
laws off the books altogether.
Offenders are spending less time
in custody as a result.

We are still awaiting the full
impact of mandatory minimum
sentences for drug offences.
These will now incarcerate many
people who would normally have
received a non-custodial
sentence, thus adding to the
numbers in prison. It is impossible
to predict what the Supreme
Court might do in response to
these sentencing changes, but
we do know that it has noted the
lack of evidence that mandatory
minimums serve any useful
purpose.

The operating expenses of
Correctional Service Canada
have in fact ballooned under the
Conservative government. In the
first five years of its mandate,
there was an 86% increase in
federal prison costs from $1.6
billion to $2.98 billion. According to
Statistics Canada, criminal justice
spending overall increased
nationally by 23% between 2002
and 2012. And last year (2013/14),
operating expenditures for both
the federal and provincial/territorial
systems cost $4.6 billion, an
increase of 5% in just one year
(adjusted for inflation).

These are large increases,
particularly as the crime rate in
Canada has been dropping
steadily for over 25 years. And no,
the government cannot claim
credit for the decrease. The trend
to lower crime rates was well-
established long before the
Conservatives came to power. As
well, other countries have been
experiencing lower crime rates at
the same time.

Contrary to Mr. Brodbeck’s
claims, the increased number of
inmates in the system has been
striking under this government. It
is disingenuous for him to assert
that increases are appropriate

because the Canadian population
has increased at the same rate. For
one thing, his numbers are wrong.
The Canadian population has
increased 10.57% since 2005.
Federal and provincial/territorial
inmate numbers have increased
14.78% during the same time.
(There are 15,141 federal inmates
this year, not 14,732, as he claims.)

More importantly, the
necessary comparison is between
the increased inmate population
and the crime rate. As noted, the
crime rate has been decreasing
since the 1990s. 2014 had the
lowest crime rate since the 1960s.
In 2014, all provinces and territories
reported a drop of 9% in the Crime
Severity Index (CSI) over the
previous year. This was the 10th
year reporting a decrease in the
CSl.

Yet in 2012, Howard Sapers,
the federal prison ombudsman,
reported that the federal in-custody
population had increased by 1,000
over the past two years—an
“historic high.” Meanwhile, in 2013,
the province of Ontario was
expecting its daily count to be up by
more than 1,500 within two years
as a result of tough-on-crime laws.

In 2014 the Auditor General
(AG) stated that half of the prisons
were at or over their rated
capacities. (Mr. Brodbeck claims
that they are under capacity overall.
My money is on the AG) As well, the
AG points out that plans to expand
prison capacity are coming to an
end, so we can expect
overcapacity to continue into the
future. He says the overall prison
population is up 9% since March
2010, the approximate date when
new tough-on-crime legislation
began to go into effect.

A large part of the increase in
the prison population is accounted
for by the fact that fewer prisoners
are being released on parole under
the current government. Releases
on parole have decreased by 14%
since 2009—a significant decrease
according to Howard Sapers.

There will be consequences
to the tough-on-crime agenda.
Because of double-bunking and
harsher conditions in the prisons,
as well as the frustration of inmates
being denied parole, there has
been a significant increase in
incidents of self-harm, violence and
use of force by correctional officers.

Mr. Sapers’ most recent statistics
(2014) show an increase in inmate
assaults of 17% over the last five
years, and an increase of 56% in
instances of self-harm. Use-of-
force incidents increased almost
20% in one year (between 2013
and 2014). Segregation is also
being used at an alarming rate.
And crowded conditions provide
perfect conditions for contagious
diseases to proliferate. Thus, HIV/
AIDs and Hepatitis C are rampant
within the prisons, and these will
spread to the street as inmates are
released.

This year is an election year.
The correctional budget was
recently reduced in order to help
balance the federal books. This
means that the usual rehabilitative
programs will not be available to
many inmates. Even fewer of
them will be paroled out. As well,
because of overcrowding, inmates
are being released straight to the
street from maximum and
medium security institutions—not
an optimal plan if the objective is
to reduce recidivism.

Let’'s give the last word to
correctional officers. These are
the people on the front lines who
know something about prisons
and what works best to reduce
violence, recidivism and misery on
both sides of the bars. They would
be surprised to hear that,
according to the Sun’s headline,

“Prisons [are] functioning fine with
Harper’s tough-on-crime stance.”

“[The Conservative
government has] done more
damage in three years than any
government in our entire history,”
says Jason Godin, national vice-
president of the union representing
Canada’s prison guards. “When
they get tough on crime, they get
tough on correctional officers,” he
adds. “In ten years time,
Canadians are gonna go, ‘Oh my
God what just happened?
Because all of those people
they’re putting in jail, guess what?
80 per cent of them are going to
getout.”

And they are going to be your
neighbours. They will have
endured violence and inhumane
conditions. They will have received
little or no treatment for mental
illness, drug addiction, prior sexual
abuse and other problems. And
they will feel that they owe nothing
to a society that treats the least of
its citizens with unfairness,
inhumanity and contempt.

Paula Mallea is is a Research
Associate with the Canadian
Centre for Policy Alternatives, and
the author of Fearmonger, a
critique of Stephen Harper’s tough-
on-crime agenda. Her latest book,
The War on Drugs, discusses the
illegal drug trade and the failure of
the so-called “War on Drugs” to
stop it.
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S.Government College of Science
Education and Research, Jargon (LDH

S.Government College of Science Education and Research,
Jargon (LDH) had held a huge gathering on CANADA DAY
CELEBRATION: PICNIC INVITATION on 4th, JULY 2015 at Terra
Cotta Conservation Park. After successful gathering in August
5, 2012 to July 27, 2014 , now Govt. Science College geared up
to bring about a wonderful family members picnic. That time it
grabbed place on 4, JULY, 2015 Saturday from 11:00 AM to 6:00
PM at Terra Cotta Conservation park Address 14452 Winston
Churchill Boulevard ,Area 4.Halton Hills, Ontario LOP- 1NO. The
events were boosted up wonderful memory for the future due a
lot of new faces arrived with proud of S. Govt. college of
Education and research of Jagraon (LDH
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SAVED MANY
LIVES IANS

on Monday.

the incident.

Chand told journalists.

Hindu, July 27, 2015)
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A A & fapur w3 few 39+ Aedtort & 7S 9T BEt ?

The alertness and bravery of a bus driver saved several
lives as terrorists launched an attack in Dinanagar in Punjab

Punjab Roadways driver Nanak Chand did not panic
even when the terrorists fired at the bus and instead scared
the terrorists by driving towards them.

As the terrorists, numbering four, moved back, the driver
swerved the bus and drove it away.

Since shots were fired at the bus, Nanak Chand drove
it straight to a government hospital to get the injured pas-
sengers treated. He also called up the police to inform about

“There were 75 passengers in the bus. | thought that it
was important to save their lives. | did not stop the bus,” Nanak

“The driver’s alertness saved several lives. Otherwise,
the passengers could have been an easy target for the ter-
rorists,” said a Punjab Roadways general manager. (The
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