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Fight for 15, Top Stories, Workers' Movement

The fight for a $15 an hour
minimum wage is gaining
further momentum. On April 1,
Seattle’s low-wage workers will
see the first rise thanks to the
efforts of workers, labor, and 15
Now.

Seattle is the first major
city to implement a $15 an hour
minimum wage, phased in over
the next few years.

Ultimately, 100,000
workers will be lifted up, one in
four employees in the Emerald
City. On April 1, all workers in
big businesses like
McDonald’s, Starbucks,
Macy’s, and Target will see an
immediate increase to a
minimum of $11 an hour, and
by 2025 all workers in Seattle
will be making at least $18 an
hour.

It is estimated that this will
result in businesses paying $3
billion in increased wages for
the lowest-paid workers over
the next 10 years.

People of color and
women will benefit in particular,
given their over-representation
in the ranks of the lowest-paid.

The movement, started by
fast-food workers in New York
City at the end of 2012, has
won a major victory. The
success in Seattle last June
opened the floodgates
nationally, inspiring further
victories. Even stronger
legislation for $15 in San
Francisco followed, and the
midterm election saw
successful ballot initiatives to
raise wages, even in
Republican-dominated states
like Alaska and Arkansas.

Grassroots Organizing
by 15 Now

The possibilities for a
major victory in Seattle became
clear in November 2013. A
ballot initiative for $15, heavily
backed by a coalition of labor
unions, passed in SeaTac, the
small city housing Seattle and
Tacoma’s international airport.

At the same time, the first
openly socialist candidate in a
century won a seat on Seattle’s
city council with almost
100,000 votes against a 16-
year Democratic Party
incumbent. Socialist
Alternative’s Kshama Sawant
won on a platform calling for
$15, as part of a program to
make Seattle affordable for all.

The importance of this
victory became clear as
Kshama  Sawant took
immediate action. She
launched 15 Now in January
2014 to offer an organizing tool
for all activists and to give full
democratic ownership of the
campaign to workers getting
involved.

From the start, 15 Now
built neighborhood and
campus action groups to
activate as many people as
possible. March 15 saw an
energetic march for $15. A
national conference brought
hundreds together on April 26.
15 Now prepared a ballot
initiative, a “charter
amendment,” to immediately
increase the pressure on the
city council and as a backup
plan if they didn’t deliver.

There were constant
mobilizations, tables in all parts
of the city to convince people,
teach-ins, conferences,
posters, and major marches
for $15 on Martin Luther King
Day in January and on May
Day. These endless efforts
were necessary to win solid
support in Seattle against the
anti-worker propaganda of big
business and the mass media.

A Struggle Against Big
Business

“You don’t have to be a
socialist to fight for social
justice, but it definitely helps,”
Kshama Sawant said after $15
was passed. “It helps to
understand that workers are
confronted with the power of
big business and their
corporate politicians — not just
those on the right, paid for by
the Koch brothers, but also the
big business agenda of the
Democratic Party leadership.
Winning $15 meant
consciously organizing our
side — workers, labor, and
community groups.”

However, throughout the
fight for $15 in Seattle, there
was an ongoing debate within
the movement on its strategy.

David Rolf, president of
SEIU 775, explained the
thinking which guided the main
union leaders. In an interview,
he said that it was necessary
to have a “left flank” and that
he had “nothing but respect for
Sawant and her organization,
15 Now ... But we don’t agree

on the strategy. For some
period of time, we’'ve made it
clear we support the concept of
a phase-in, we want to reach a
compromise and we believe the
best compromise is one with
labor and business at the same
table joining their hands and
advocating to the council,”
(KPLU.org, 05/01/2014).

But as the president of the
Seattle chapter of the National
Restaurant Association, Bob
Donegan, said, business only
accepted the mayor’s proposal
— the basis for the legislation in
the end — as the “least offensive
of the imperfect solutions.” He
explained, “If Seattle must go to
$15 — and that appears a
political reality — there are
elements to like in this deal,”
(Seattle Times, 05/03/2014).

This underlines the reality
that it was only due to the
widespread public support won
by Kshama Sawant, 15 Now,
and the labor movement that
business was forced to
accommodate itself to the new
political reality of a $15
minimum wage.

Even Seattle Mayor Ed
Murray admits in retrospect, “If
we hadn’t negotiated the
proposal that we negotiated, |
believe we would have had
mini-class warfare, with
competing measures on the
ballot ... And | believe that 15
Now” had the potential of
passing ... So we've tried to

tailor it toward different sectors
of the business community,”
(Puget Sound Business
Journal, 01/02/2015).

The agenda of business
was clear: If they couldn’t stop
a $15 minimum wage, they
would try to at least water it
down by any means possible.
What we won was a result of
the strength of the movement
built by Kshama Sawant,
Socialist Alternative, and the
labor movement, and the
weaknesses in the Seattle
legislation were a result of the
counterefforts of business and
the support they received from
the Democratic Party mayor
and city council majority.

If We Fight, We Can Win

“Our victory is not
complete, but we have fought
until the last day, the last hour,
against all the loopholes
demanded by business ...
We’ll come back to the
questions of tip penalty, the
long phase-in, the training
wage,” Kshama Sawant said in
her speech before voting in
favor of the new minimum
wage. “What was lost through
corporate loopholes is a
reminder to us ... that we need
to continue to build an even
more powerful movement ...
But today’s message is clear:
If we organize as workers, with
a socialist strategy, we can
tackle the chasm of income
inequality and social injustice.

$15 in Seattle is just a
beginning. We have an entire
world to win,” (15Now.org, 06/
03/2014).

In many ways, the fight for
$15 resembles the early
struggles of the workers’
movement 100 years ago
around the demand for an
eight-hour day. The task of
rebuilding labor and a powerful
socialist movement lies ahead.

The victory for $15 in
Seattle will be remembered as
a turning point in beginning this
historic task.

We have to clarify how
$15 was won. It wasn’t handed
to us by the Chamber of
Commerce. In fact, there was
a real push-back by big

business, hiding behind small
businesses. Without an
organized movement, we

would not be where we are
today.

-Seattle Councilmember
Kshama Sawant

All Out For April 15

Low-wage workers,
unions, community groups,
and many more are preparing
for a national day of action on
April 15. “15 Now calls on
everyone to join this protest!”
says Ty Moore, national
organizer for 15 Now. “We have
the momentum on our side; we
are fighting for $15 in all 50
states in 2015. It is pretty
simple: $15in 50 in 2015.”
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RELEASE ALL POLITICAL PRISONERS IN INDIA, NOW

There are about 300,000
political prisoners in India and
this fact not surprising as much
as that thousands of them are
still in prison (after having
completed their sentences) and
the WOW fact is that most of
them have not been charged.
We feel strongly that Indian
state must release these forcibly
abducted people immediately.

May 9th of this year marked
a year since Dr. GIN. Saibaba
(one of the above mentioned
300,000) has been illegally
abducted by Indian State and
since has been brought up with
trumped up charges against
him. The list is as follows: UAPA
sections 13,18,20,38 and 39. His
bail has been rejected twice in
spite of gross lack of evidence
to prove a...ny of the charges.
We strongly feel that Indian state
has been and is acting criminally
denying Dr. G.N. Saibaba (he is
90%  handicapped) his
medication, care and human
rights, resulting in imminent
danger to his life.

The people he is charged
with supporting democratically
(within his constitutional rights)
are people who are faced with
armies of Indian state (in the
name of operation green hunt)
and corporate sponsored
vigilante (in the name of Salwa
Judum). Tens of thousands of
these people (Natives of the
central part of India since time
immemorial) have been

displaced from their, homes,
livelihood and amenities.
Thousands have been Killed,
their women raped and children
too. Dr. Saibaba was a voice for
the rights of these people and an
ardent oppose of bothe
operation green hunt and salwa
judum. Although the name
(operation green hunt is no
more) but the armed attack of
Indian state on its own poor and
vulnerable people continues
unimpeded and unreported in
mostly corporate sponsored
media.

The UAPA is abrr. For
Unlawful Activities Prevention
Act, talking about the unlawful
activities: Chhavindra Karma,
son of Salwa Judum founder
Mahendra Karma, who was
killed in a Maoist ambush,
ann-ounced the inauguration of
Salwa Judum-Il. This despite the
Supreme Court judgement
declaring Salwa Judum-| illegal
and unconstitutional and
ordering that it be disbanded.

Now, that is an unlawful

activity happening in that area
besides ONE enacted by Indian
state itself i.e., to wage war on
its own people under the name
of development.

The fact that signing over
Adivasi homelands to private
corporations is illegal and
unconstitutional did not bother
the UPA government of the time.
The present government’s new
Land Acquisition Act proposes to
exalt that lawlessness into law.
This maniac obsession of the
Indian state to help with the
cause of the richest of the rich
in India and globally has the
following repercussions: It is
blatantly violating the human
rights, it is making dissent illegal,
its incarcerating and Killing its
own people who care for human
rights and it has & is shredding
the constitution.

Despite the fact that India
is party to international
covenants on disability rights,
and Indian law expressly forbids
the incarceration of a person
who is disabled as an undertrial

Problem of Child-Labour

Although laws are there
which prohibit employing children
as labourers, yet we see children
of poor people doing labour in
factories, shops, hotels, houses,
and so on. Their childhood is
taken from them, education is
denied to them, and their whole
development is destroyed. As a
result, path of their natural
development is derailed. Many
persons think that if the laws are
made more and more stringent,
then this exploitation of children
may be eliminated. The real
problem is that these children
belong to poor and very poor
families, who are forced to
involve their children to do labour.
They are unable to send their
children to school. If they try to do
so, then at one stage or the other
these families are forced to
withdraw the children from
school and send them to do

labour so that these families may
augment their income to cope
with poor-conditions and poor-
living and to have two meals a
day. We can see this
phenomenon not only in cities
but also in rural areas. In villages,
so many landless peasants and
poor peasants first admit their
children in schools, but sooner or
later they are forced to put the
children to do labour in the fields,
or, to do the work of cattle-rearing
on wage or on contract or to do
work of their own cattle-rearing,
or, to help their parents in
domestic work. In this way, the
children play the role of becoming
a source of income to the poor
families. So, the solution to
eliminate the problem of child-
labour lies in eradicating the
poverty. For this, the gap between
rich and poor must be eliminated.
But present gap between rich and

poor is alarming, and this is
widening more and more. Then in
such conditions how can we
expect that the problem of child-
labour can be eliminated only by
making the laws more punitive?
We should ponder over the basic
and real solution to the problem,
and should move along the real
path. Although some NGOs work
for the welfare of these children
and their work is commendable
and their spirit may be honest
and genuine, but this problem
cannot be eliminated without
moving on a path which is the
path of eradicating the poverty
and the gap between rich and
poor. So, solution to the problem
of child-labour reduces to the
solution of the horrible economic-
and-social-inequalities present in
our society.
-Prof. B. S. Brar,
Bathinda, Punjab, India

for a prolonged period, Dr
Saibaba has been denied balil
twice by the sessions court. On
the second occasion, bail was
denied based on the jail
authorities demonstrating to the
court that they were giving him
the specific, special care a
person in his condition required.
(They did allow his family to
replace his wheelchair.) Dr
Saibaba, in a letter from prison,
said that the day the order
denying him bail came, the
special care was withdrawn.
Driven to despair, he went on a

hunger strike. Within a few days,
he was taken to hospital
unconscious.

To conclude we demand
the release of all political
prisoners in India immediately
and unconditionally.

LONG LIVE PEOPLE’'S
SOLIDARITY AND STRUGGLE.
DOWN WITH, INDIAN

STATE.

DOWN WITH, IMPERIALISM.
EAST INDIAN DEFENCE
COMMITTEE TARAKSHEEL
CULTURAL SOCIETY OF
CANADA

Need of Advanced Specialisation
only at the Post-Graduate Level

We see that some sort of
specialisation is there at graduate
level in our education system. But
this specialisation is limited to be
reflected in the form of different
streams like Arts- stream,
Commerce-stream, Medical-
stream, Non-Medical-stream, and
so on. This specialisation seems
to be correct. It is because of the
fact that long ago it was felt that
as a result of expansion of
human-knowledge on a large-
scale, it was infeasible and
impossible to develop all these
streams taking all these as one
universal field of knowledge. It
was also due to the emerging
different nature of all these
streams. This specialisation
reflected in terms of these
different streams may be called
"Primary Specialisation".

Next question is
whether "Advanced
Specialisation" should be at
graduate-level or post-graduate-
level. We see such specialisation
in B.Sc. (Hons.) courses in
Chemistry, Physics,
Mathematics, Botany, Zoology,
Bio-Physics, Bio-Chemistry, etc.
in P.U. Chandigarh; we see such
specialisation in B.D.S. (Bachelor
of Dental Surgery), B.PT.
(Bachelor of Physiotherapy); B.
Tech. of different branches like
CSE, IT, ECE, EE, ME, CE,
Textile Engineering, Architecture,
etc. The spirit behind this
advanced specialisation at
graduate level is to enhance and
develop deep study and research
in selected areas from the very
beginning of graduate-level. This
spirit is good.

But it has serious
negative implications. The most
serious negative implication is that

it is hampers the aspect of
general-grounding, degrades it,
and negates it. This leads to
decimate the general
development of students at
graduate level. This leads to
diminish the development of
general aspects in the over-all-
intellectual-personality of the
students.

We need primary-
specialisation at graduate-level,
not advanced-specialisation.
There should be emphasis on
general-grounding at the
graduate-level. So, B.Sc. of one
subject is not desired. B.Sc.
(Medical) and B.Sc. (Non-Medical)
is desired, although we may have
Hons. Courses in these. Similarly,
we should have B. Tech.
(General), not B. Tech. of different
branches. Similarly, we should
have M.B.B.S.(General), in which
Dental Surgery, Physiotherapy,
Medical Laboratory Techniques,
Radiography, etc. should be
incorporated and united. The
advanced-specialisation should
be at post-graduate-level. So, as
usual, we should continue to have
M.Sc. (Mathematics), M.Sc.
(Chemistry), M.Sc. (Physics),
M.S., M.D., M.D.S., M.PT.,, M.Tech.
(Civil), M.Tech.(Mechanical),
M.Tech.(CSC), M.Tech. (ECE),
M.Tech. (EE), and so on.

So, primary-
specialisation at graduate-level
and advanced-specialisation at
post-graduate-level, will ensure
the enhancing of both the general-
grounding and specialisation, and
installing both on a more firm and
sound basis, and cultivating a
balanced-intellectual-personality of
the students.

-Prof. B. S. Brar,

Bathinda, Punjab, India
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feg 393 3 Mmiget Ja fem 3
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HdaaT @ e

18

g5 2015

'""Hiring Full and Part Time
mechanics"

Open 7 days a week and,
make it nice




fegra fe9 gt g=7@ 39
Hfsw™ <t 3=t 979 dusar arfed
J U3 75 & ¥EW d96 AIdTat
UfgsaeHit &% UR Ud HS HS
U3 HY J IR 5 | feara fee
deaUEt IF3T T Hord IHB 96
Tyn fenier faprr At feen
H3T® it ufgsaertrt w3
HEPdT SHRPAT € HAag &7% fea
J93 Ag< It ATl g= yAg &
FIdIgs S HE TUA fegra uaa
AT Tht ygat T TPt 95 M
JET TUR A< ot faurdt feg &ar
JT I | MA® farest fder <t T
gt I1 A< €7 gt g Hfsur
©F =T 979 Hgd™ wMygTdT ehAT
HIUPHT gt g8 3T feao U3
fegra fa@ AT 39 I& ? A< d<t
Hfsnt € =on B <t 9t St g
UfT Bt ©9-9-99 9 IJ IS
3T YR YI3T et @ wat feg
St A9 9% g3dt I ° fam <t view
&% feg ¥ miust 76 439 feg
U 39 % | €7 feg ufast =9 &t
Jfenm | weer i f&9 a5 597
d e e U3 A%et 5% GaF It
ot €3 feem™ § ST IR A |

fegt Hfsut g9 feg pus
g It geer J fa 69 frieat &
fég & €3 faf &ar 39 a5
gobt &t 93T a9s @ Uay
fegt & e 3 faf aat Faer?

Ot 578 99 o SI8TeH M3
93 T AEPAT & emie 75
€t & Hrg &3 fapur § g feem
H3T®T G537 € AB™3 I &
Tofer g9 faor | Setit @ fABe
yd3d HTEPHT T IEHEle
J=Tabdt A7 feew H3T® &
FIHGaT 34T f[e9 HE 9= g9 =1
fsas yg e< ge3 fIg feaa

BT3tat mvdtar 3 €391 niHdtar

A'S €7 3ded JdeT H®Y UATShdT
o ISt e AslEe s J139s &
TIIT T AE &8 3T PATE ot
wfoHHz ¥3aW &at T Aet | 4Ay
T PAS T WTHNT T%S 5%
foraT ger 9 ug fegt St yamit
Jet @ rifoitnz T1 7 fam s
&9 dammen, ufansTs 7 fi&ar

f&9 ugemT &t 75 % 133
yow wWe &9t § A Ay &
Hfswt & aet faf =t afder fa
€7 75 y39 99 71 13 W3s
ot gt fog & ggaht Wie &% JraTar
fa =at Ji3T A AgeT ? feg 3=

STAHETY 3J I& I feH &% 993
o saHETEt 'et &4t At A7
JIBT Tt bt g9 IB3 feg
WMI=T HBaT & JAUITBT feg Sadt
JI& AT Jabdt I& 3T fen &%

wg f&g <37 Igar 999 g fapur
J1 g=fest AemM3 w3 U Hger

It At w3 A foa <
I3 Med I JI3T A7 Aaet I fa
feat & g " Igee JI | A
AIg et & TUN fenrGe &
e g9t 7 TR UH & 39
Hfsgnt & da< & QuasT fag
Sdt J9et ? Ag 3 wifod s 3T
feg T fa darst g€ & yraTratt @
fAaTd Usa Wrust vifas fag
Barer J7?

gt fegrar © yeon AossT UAm
feg fABs =& fagzq I? few
S & e 7T Ager J fa
yd Tyt eHE Heat € He-
I3t fer g97w e fonT o5 | 397s
€ WS ST 3T g A9I9 U9 I35
BfardT wigdtar, dart gov fee
fonrfest gser yadt gou »3

T PAT® 22T &t I AteT | UArgt
g @ % 3T UAry fI9 Ufemr
7T It Irdter J1 dere meHt
Afgdt =+ 37 H WA © Afgdtt
&% < fargerdt yar@e & 329
aist Aet I ug yamit vefen &
AT & 79T MI AHTTHS
TSI 5% A3 o AHgST Tgat J |

TS feg vAS e feg ymT
g fa aet fegt Hfgwmt €3 Ja-
fummg Az= w3 faTat s9dr
e 99 3T feg I AaE I |
grr Uy feg 9 fa Hfswt niee
€v mits fag J fam €3 Ja-
I T5 ? for s = oA
Ay @ ge3 @9 gfsmr ar
AdeT J| JHINI-JTggI-SUd &

99 €f 9o Wt Fies AEt @7 99
ga< 3 Wadd I | fen €9 <9
feg evi® 99 J fa a=s feos
feaaT fag I5 M3 it © wirat
IS | I9 SATS St & HHS feg
A € W &9 7| feasy w3 Haits
o3 fer man & Quws 3 um
<t I B & wg f&g wrfeur

583d € Aed © AHT I& HIl Jt
T Aste® S 35|

feg V& ‘ferstia ree’ St
ded ¥idl Iward BT IX IS | H
85t & wae g¥ AIL-UnAe JT 3°
Arfee v €3t »dtar, gou A
MTHSIB AT AT &7 gar's ode |
Qv mfee 775 @ Afud < <t
g AHTHS Jed-atH3T &t J997at
T d H3 A9 U9 a9 ATl Gt
=991 B3 fI9 It I¥ B UA®
feg »ust ISt gEse e Idee
dde U5 | 963 fas € oieas
fiz v =fs3 39 <F gzt
Fargs ®Et gt @t Har € gAY
feg gaHaT™s vt fug @ ar9asT
& fiz € #et &% s o ufew
o niar=Tel fS9 oHsT 3T WS
f&g mudt Iebdt gigtut bt
A< 3T TYT THT §AlE a9
F9r W3 O Usa @ e <t
HAIOS I'%3 793 < IAHT It
AJt g MeEAH Hgd Jdar | UATe

BATE ATTAT- T 78%3 I
fa= g9 &fdt € AO9 I fa=
g9 ? v 89 freafest 5% fegt 3
g9 A< 3T fAaG<e e g3 fag
fenr2 ? @ot @ »iwg fAGe =
g qet fa< Aar= ?

fragt & ‘Aut St faghot fita
' H=-feas ==t fdeat oty
a4t I8t @ wigeg sgetat
JHBT fET "o mindtat 379 &
feorst ags fa@ av A= ? A
AIqTat We-ue Hagdt watat
8T M3 Afeusa I (I
Tovffent € 7 3% 3 <t f&3t
A=) YIT dds <9 samwy
ggq 3 fag 337 A< SAmT
ABHI M3 §F 5% A A A
JBt 5% M9 A fe9 IaaT I 3T
fed g2 &% Hd A’ &7 SHST
faggg Auer 3 Oy femens €3
AMTS J9& € I9d fam & T ?
IfTayg €T s=e39 AW auTer-
2014 f&9 fega 3 wirfomm At ma

sHIHed digT 7 w3 fen 28
fegrer a3% © fewsa &9 g9t
Ha€ M3 9§79 gieht 7% &9 g
I5 | AU fIg ughyt stebyt
& 39 AeS JEa3T € IAT
ufesn @bt st feg et 31
Migerg & f&afezdt wear
97d f&3T A7 AgeET I Ud mygTar
M3 IfeasT 8 sHIvieH
I3t weasT=t g3 97 forms
FIet I& | o IBa T Uz
fiwEsT fu Hzdt yam fiiw € fis
% 3 394196 Mo faBHied g
J1 few fus €@ &aF & IEt <9
S feufed & prra3sst st
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