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Joint Nobel Peace Prize for Indo-Pak Nationals.

Darbara Singh Kahlon

Awarding jointly the Nobel
Peace Prize to an Indian national
Mr. Kailash Satyarthi and a
Pakistani national Ms. Malala
Yousafzai this year, the Norwegian
Nobel Committee has given a very
long term and meaningful
message of peace to the people
and the political leaders of both the
nations. The Committee said
lucidly," It regards it as an important
point for a Hindu and a Muslim,
an Indian and a Pakistani, to join in
a common struggle for education
and extremism.

To both the individuals it is
bestowed upon them for their
struggle against the suppression
of children and young people and
for the right of all children to
education.

Mr. Kailash Satyarthi , 60
was an Electrical Engineer from
Vidisha in Madhya Pradesh who
sacrificed his job to end the chronic
practice of child labour about three
decades ago. Actually he began to
work for children rights when he
was 26 years old.

Mr. Kailash is a devout
Gandhian fighting for the security,
rights, education and
emancipation of children. He
knows well the ills of rural Indian
Society, complexities of caste
system, decadence of rural
school education. But he chose to
concentrate on the emanicipation
of children from bonded Ilabour .
Mostly in the Indian Society people
sell or hand over their children for
money to middlemen who work for
carpet, bangle and fire cracker
productions, brick  Kilns,
restaurants and child trafficking
dens.

The child labour, which is a
most shameful stigma on the face
of humanity often disguised in the
name of ' help' to the poor parents
by notorious gangs of middlemen
and entrepreneurs. Many laws are
enacted to curb this menace but
the perpetrators of such heinous

crime, find out many lacunas in
them to carry forward it. The
dilapidated mud huts, marshy
buildings and stinky places can be
seen overcrowded with small sick
children where their tiny hands and
soft fingers got exploited to work.

It is most shameful on the
part of carpet industry
entrepreneurs in India, Pakistan,
Bangla Desh and Nepal, a major
international retailers like lkea, who
continue such crime inspite of the
anti bonded labour laws.

According to the U.N., there
were 168 million child workers in
2012.

India has 280 million children
between the age of 5 to 14
according to 2011 census.
Unichef says that there are 12
percent of them are child
labourers though Indian official
figure is 1.5 percent or about 4.3
million children.

Mr. Kailash Satyarthi formed
'‘Bachpan Bachao Andolan'
Organisation in 1983 and worked
very hard, day and night to end the
child slavery and exploitative child
labour. He rescued nearly 80,000
children from bonded labour. His
front is internationally recognized
and respected. He launched
Rugmark, to certify carpets made
without child labour. He led the
Global March against child labour
in 1998, in which children rescued
from bonded labour marched
through 60 countries and reached
Geneva.

He won so many internal
awards. Among them Defenders
of Democracy (U.S.-2009),
Fredric Ebert International Human
Rights Award (U.S.-1995), Alfanso
Comin International Award (Spain-
2008) are notable . He is the first
Indian who won Nobel Peace
Prize. Mother Teresa won this
award in 1979 for her charity work
in India, but she was a native of
Albania.

His co-winner, Malala
Yousafzai, 17 is the youngest ever
winner. She is a school girl and
education campaigner in Pakistan.
She was barely 11 years old when
she started championing the
cause of girls' education and
speaking about it in T.V. interviews.
The most dreaded Talibans raged
her home town Mingora in Swat
Valley, blew up the girl schools and
ordered the teachers and students
to wear burgas. But she stood
before them as a rock for the pious
cause of girls' education.

So, she was critically shot by

a masked Taliban in the head and
seriously injured on October 9,
2012 when she was coming back
from school on a van. She
survived through luck as the bullet
did not enter her brain. British
doctors visiting Pakistan quickly
helped her. She was taken to
Britain for special treatment at

Queen Elizabath Hospital.
She got fully recovered after so
many surgical operations. Now
she lives in Birmingham and
studies in a school.

Speaking for the cause of

girls' education she won many
Human Rights awards. She won
European Parliament's Sakharov
Award also. She has the honour
to speak in U.N.General Assembly.
She raised the voice against Boko
Harem Kidnappers of the girl
students in Nigeria, who wanted to
go to school. She speaks for the
66 million girls in the world who are
still out of schools. She speaks for
the raped girls in India. She speaks
for those girls who caught in
crossfire of Gaza and Israel.
She has written a book " | Am
Malala : The Girl who stood up for
Education and was shot by
Taliban." Daringly she took part in
Jon Stewart's The Daily Show.

She is of the view, " One child,
One teacher, one book and one
pen change the World. It is the
strength and power which should
be firmly kept.

Speaking about the winning of
the award, she said, " | am proud
that | am first Pakistani and first
Young woman or the first young
person, who is getting this award.
This is not the end, this is not the
end of my campaign, this is the
beginning."

In the same way Mr. Kailash
told the journalists in his office in
New Delhi, " The Prize is a
recognition and honour to
hundreds and millions of children
who are still languishing in slavery,
who are still deprived of their
childhood, their education, their
health care, their fundamental
rights. "

In Pakistan, this award
resuscitates the campaign of
education for girls and children in
the Swat Valley. It is a victory not
for Swat but for Pakistan also. It is
a hard slap on the face of Talibans.
People of the Valley desire that
Malala should open a Women
University in Swat and change it as
a Valley of Education.

India, this award is a hard
slap on the face of those
entrepreneurs and the notorious
gangs of their middle-men who put
the millions of children in bonded
labour.

Perhaps the world does not
know the most powerful inspiration
behind children emancipation and
rights movement is Igbal Masih .
He was a 10 years old Pakistani

boy who escaped with his dare-
devilry from a child labour centre.

After that he spoke against
this evil loudly and became an
eye-opener. He was shot dead at
the tender age of 12 by the
notorious gang in his home town
Muridke. A monument must be
constructed as the memory of that
great martyr.

Significantly this award was
announced for both the nationals
of India and Pakistan jointly when
the cross boarder violence flared
up between both the countries.

On this occasion, Anna EK,
Chairwoman for the Swedish
Peace and Arbitration Society
spoke historic and wistful words
full of diplomatic wisdom. She
said, " This an excellent choice.
This is the way to acknowledge
people who are trying to change
the world with peaceful means on
grass roots level. " She further
said, " There's a very nice
symbolism in sharing the prize
jointly between an Indian and a
Pakistani. Hopefully, this can be
positive injection in that conflict and
put pressure on Leaders to
approach each other. "

The people and leaders of
India and Pakistan must
understand the historical and
diplomatic gesture of Nobel Peace
Prize Committee to bury their
differences and work together for
peace and cooperation. Conflict
brings miseries and peace brings
prosperity. Both the nations should
jointly fight against poverty,
extremism, bonded labour |,
improve the quality of education
and clean up the environment.

State Information
Commissioner,Punjab
(Retd.)

V.P.O. Awankha.
Distt.Gurdaspur.
Present Address:
Meadow Glode Road,
Brampton, ON, Canada
L6R 127
001-416-857-7665




HadaT @t e

24

&<9d 2014

CONDEMN DASTARDLY MASSACRE OF SIKHS ON 30TH
ANNIVERSARY!MAY THE CULPRITS BE PUNISHED!

Harsh Thakor

Let us dip our blood on 30th
anniversary of Sikh massacre
today which took place in Delhi
from October 31st to November
3rd in 1984 in the aftermath of the
death of Indira Gandhi.We
commemorate this day in
memory of the late prime
minster's death and the birthday
of Sardar Vallabahai Patel but
forget it was the inaugural day of
one of the most gruesome
massacres. This event will remain
as one of the darkest days ever
in the history of India..To this day
the people responsible have not
been brought to the book and one
of the assasins wrongly awarded
capital punishment.lt was not the
Hindus who were responsible but
the Congress politicians who
incited the mob.Infact several
Hindu familes went out of the way
to save their Sikh brethren.The
riots spread to
Kolkata,Kanpur,Patna etc.The
most important aspect is to so
analyze the historical context of
the Punjab problem and how
Indira Gandhi herself indirectly
sponsored the Khalistani
phenomenan.While condemning
the assassination we have to
condemn the dastardly assault
on the Sikh community many
times more!The author can't
forget the fear psychosis created
in the Sikh community after the
riots in every nook and corner of
India.Sikh taxi drivers shaved of
their beards,children hid in
dustbins.The psyche of the Sikh
community was deeply hurt and
for the first time tensions
communalized between Sikhs
and Hindus in
Punjab.Nevertheless there were
several instance of Sikh lives
being saved by Hindu neighbours
giving them shelter. Amazingly

Rajiv Gandhi justified it stating
"When a great tree falls,mother
earth shakes."Later on February
15th. an AFDR publication of
translation of the PUDR report on
the massacre was seized by the
Jalandhar police which had
alaredy sold out 7000
editions.The PUDR report was
one of the most concise
reportings of the true background
and events of the massacre
which was perpetrated by the
Congress leaders.l reccomend
everyone to read the PUDR-
PUCL report of 1984 which
should be engraved for ever in the
annals of history.The massacre
instigated fury in many section sof
society,particularly city youth.As a
college student | can never forget
the anger in the hearts of the
youth in Mumbai and in sections
of workers who participated in a
series of protests.The 'Ekta’
communal harmony repeatedly
condemned the riots.Student
bodies like Vidhayarti Pragahti
Sanghatana and Andhra Pradesh
Radical Studenst Union
vociferously condemned the
massacre and exposed the event
in the journal 'Kalam.'

Till today hardly any justice
has been done and Sikh
communal forces like Akali Dal
have used the riots as a pretext
to propagate fundamentalist
poltics.lt is significant that the Akali
Dal is allied with the BJP in Punjab
who eralier sponsored communal
terrorism.Today the Hindu
fascistic communal trend will also
use this issue to promote their
interests but history always
records how the pretext of
'Hindus' was used as an excuse
to attack the Sikh community in
1984.

Only a concerted peoples
movement brought the culprits
close to the book and created

havoc in the hearts of the
Congress party.The fury of the
incident still prevales in the hearts
of relatives of victims like a flame
burning.

The 1984 anti-Sikhs riots or
the 1984 Sikh Massacre were a
series of pogroms[2][3][4][5]
directed against Sikhs in India, by
anti-Sikh mobs, in response to the
assassination of Indira Gandhi by
her Sikh bodyguards. There were
more than 8,000[6] deaths,
including 3,000 in Delhi.[4] The
Central Bureau of Investigation,
the main Indian investigating
agency, is of the opinion that the
acts of violence were organized
with the support from the then
Delhi police and some central
government officials.[7] Rajiv
Gandhi was sworn in as Prime
Minister after his mother's death
and, when asked about the riots,
said "when a big tree falls, the
earth shakes".[8]

During the Indian
Emergency imposed by Indira
Gandhi in the 1970s, thousands
of Sikhs campaigning for
autonomous government were
imprisoned.[citation needed] The
sporadic violence continued as a
result of an armed Sikh separatist
group which was designated as
a terrorist entity by the Indian
government. In June 1984, during
Operation Blue Star, Indira Gandhi
ordered the Indian Army to attack
the Golden Temple and eliminate
any insurgents, as it had been
occupied by Sikh separatists who
were stockpiling weapons. Later
operations by Indian paramilitary
forces were initiated to clear the
separatists from the countryside
of Punjab state.[9]

The violence in Delhi was
triggered by the assassination of
Indira Gandhi, India's prime
minister, on 31 October 1984, by
two of her Sikh bodyguards in
response to her actions
authorising the military operation.
The Indian government reported
2,700 deaths in the ensuing
chaos. In the aftermath of the
riots, the Indian government
reported 20,000 had fled the city,
however the People's Union for
Civil Liberties reported "at least"
1,000 displaced persons.[10] The
most affected regions were the
Sikh neighbourhoods in Delhi.
Human rights organisations and
newspapers across India believe
the massacre was

organised.[4][7][11] The collusion
of political officials in the
massacres and the Judiciary's
failure to penalise the killers
alienated normal Sikhs and
increased support for the
Khalistan movement.[12] The
Akal Takht, the governing religious
body of Sikhism, considers the
killings to be a genocide.[13]

In 2011, Human Rights
Watch reported the Government
of India had "yet to prosecute
those responsible for the mass
killings".[14] The 2011 WikiLeaks
cable leaks revealed that the
United States was convinced
about the complicity of the Indian
government ruled by the Indian
National Congress in the riots,
and termed it as "opportunism"
and "hatred" of the Congress
government against Sikhs.[15][16]
The United States has refused to
recognize the riots as genocide,
but do acknowledge that "grave
human rights violations" did take
place.[17] Also in 2011, a new set
of mass graves were discovered
in Haryana, and Human Rights
Watch reported that "Widespread
anti-Sikh attacks in Haryana were
part of broader revenge attacks"
in India.[18]

On 31 October, the crowd
around the All India Institute of
Medical Sciences, began
shouting for vengeance with
slogans such as "Blood for
blood!" and turned into an unruly
mob. At 17:20, President Zail
Singh arrived at the hospital and
the mob outside stoned his car.
The mob began assaulting Sikhs
by stopping cars and buses to
pull Sikhs out of them and burn
their turbans.[34] The violence on
31 October was restricted to the

area around the AIIMS and did
result in many Sikh deaths.[34]
People in other parts of Delhi
reported their neighbourhoods
were peaceful.

Throughout the night of 31
October and morning of 1
November, Congress leaders met
with local supporters to distribute
money and weapons. Congress
party MP Sajjan Kumar and Trade
Union leader Lalit Maken handed
out 100 rupee notes and bottles
of liquor to assailants.[34] On the
morning of 1 November, Sajjan
Kumar was seen holding rallies
in, at least, the following Delhi
neighbourhoods; in Palam Colony
from 06:30 to 07:00, in Kiran
Gardens from 08:00 to 08:30, and
in Sultanpuri from around 08:30 to
09:00.[34] In Kiran Gardens at
8:00 AM, Sajjan Kumar was seen
distributing iron rods from a
parked truck to a group of 120
people and instructing them to
"attack Sikhs, kill them, and loot
and burn their properties".[34] At
an undefined time in the morning
of 1 November, Sajjan Kumar led
a mob of people along the Palam
Railway main road to the
Mangolpuri neighbourhood where
the crowd answered his calls with
chants of "Kill the Sardars" and
"Indira Gandhi is our mother and
these people have killed her".[35]
In Sultanpuri, Moti Singh, a Sikh
who had served in the Congress
party for 20 years heard Sajjan
Kumar give the following speech:

Whoever kills the sons of
the snakes, | will reward them.
Whoever kills Roshan Singh and
Bagh Singh will get 5,000 rupees
each and 1,000 rupees each for
killing any other Sikhs. You can
collect these prizes on November
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3 from my personal assistant Jai
Chand Jamadar.[note 1]

The CBI recently told the
court that during the riot Sajjan
Kumar had said that "not a single
Sikh should survive".[7][37] It also
said that Delhi police kept its
"eyes closed" during the riot as it
was pre-planned.[7]

In the neighbourhood of
Shakarpur, Congress (l) leader
Shyam Tyagi's home was used
as a meeting place for an
undefined number of people.[36]
H. K. L. Bhagat, the Minister of
Information and Broadcasting
distributed money to Boop Tyagi,
Shyam Tyagi's brother, and
ordered him to “Keep these two
thousand rupees for liquor and do
as | have told you.... You need not
worry at all. | will look after
everything.”[36]

During the night of 31
October, Balwan Khokhar, a local
Congress (I) party leader who
was later implicated in the
ensuing massacre, held a
meeting at the Ration Shop of
Pandit Harkesh in the Palam
Colony.[36] At 08:30 on 1
November, Shankar Lal Sharma,
an active Congress party
supporter, held a meeting at his
shop where he formed a mob
and had the people swear to kill
Sikhs.[36]

The chief weapon used by
the mobs, kerosene was supplied
by a group of Congress Party
leaders who owned filling
stations.[38] In Sultanpuri,
Brahmanand Gupta, the
president of the A-4 block
Congress Party distributed oil
while Congress Party MP Sajjan
Kumar "instructed the crowd to
kill Sikhs, and to loot and burn their
properties" as he had in other
meetings throughout New
Delhi.[38] In much the same way,
meetings were held in places like
Cooperative Colony in Bokaro
where P.K. Tripathi, president of
the local Congress Party and
owner of a gas station in Nara
More, provided kerosene to
mobs.[38] Aseem Shrivastava, a
Masters student at the Delhi
School of Economics described
the organised nature of the mobs
in an affidavit submitted to the
Misra Commission:

The attack on Sikhs and their
property in our locality appeared
to be an extremely organized
affair...There were also some
young men on motorcycles, who
were instructing the mobs and
supplying them with kerosene oil
from time to time. On more than
a few occasions we saw auto-
rickshaw arriving with several tins

of kerosene oil and other
inflammable material such as
jute-sacks.[39]

A senior official at the Ministry
of Home Affairs informed
journalist lvan Fera, that an arson
investigation of several
businesses burned in the riots
had uncovered an unnamed
combustible chemical "whose
provision required large-scale
coordination".[40] Eyewitness
reports confirmed the use of a
combustible chemical besides
kerosene.[40] The Delhi Sikh
Gurdwara Management
Committee later identified 70
affidavits which cited the use of a
highly flammable chemical in its
written arguments before the
Misra Commission.[38]

Use of voter lists by the
Congress Party

On 31 October, Congress
party officials provided assailants
with voter lists, school registration
forms, and ration lists.[41] The
lists were used to find the
location of Sikh homes and
business, an otherwise
impossible task because they
were located in unmarked and
diverse neighbourhoods. On
the night of 31 October, the
night before the massacres
began, assailants used the
lists to mark the houses of
Sikhs with letter "S".[41] In
addition, because most of the
mobs were illiterate, Congress
Party officials provided help in
reading the lists and leading the
mobs to Sikh homes and
businesses in the other
neighbourhoods.[38] By using
the lists the mobs were able to
pinpoint the locations of Sikhs
they otherwise would have
missed.[38]

Sikh men not in their
homes were easily identified by
their distinctive turban and
beard while Sikh women were
identified by their dress. In
some cases, the mobs
returned to locations where
they knew Sikhs were hiding
after consulting their lists. One
man, Amar Singh, escaped the
initial attack on his house by
having a Hindu neighbour drag
him into his neighbour's house
and declare him dead. However,
a group of 18 assailants later
came looking for his body, and
when his neighbour replied that
others had already taken away
the body an assailant showed
him a list and replied, "Look,
Amar Singh's name has not
been struck off from the list so
his dead body has not been taken
away."
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Gurpurab ! Mubarkbad !! Sri Guru Nanak Dev Shahib
stressed equality, dignity of labour, importance of inter-
action and dialogue, giving patient hearing to different
views of others, and giving equal respect and value
to women. Let us move in life in light of Guru's such
valuable thought. Prof. B S Brar.
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