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workers as it was not an informal negotiation for some wage

Historic Victory of Steel

Workers of Wazirpur!

As is known, the steel workers of Wazirpur have been on
strike since June 6, under the leadership of 'Garam Rolla
Mazdoor Ekta Samiti'. Today, in the negotiation in Deputy
Labour Commissioner's Office, the owners of all plants gave
in to the demands of workers and accepted to implement the
8-hour workday, double rate overtime, minimum wages, ESI,
PF for the workers of Wazirpur. It is a huge victory for the

increment; almost all the basic labour laws have been enforced
in this negotiation.Sunny, member, Garam Rolla Mazdoor Ekta
Samiti, told that it is a huge step, but it is only a beginning. Now
the new task is to enforce the implementation of today's
agreement and not to allow any owner to flout these labour laws
anymore. Raghuraj, member, Garam Rolla Mazdoor Ekta
Samiti, said that the Deputy Labour Commissioner has assured
that officials from the labour department will go on surprise
inspections throughout the month to ensure the implementation
of 8-hour workday and also will be present on the day of
payment of wages to ensure that minimum wages are being
given. Shivani, legal consultant of the Samiti and an activist of
'‘Bigul Mazdoor Dasta' said that in the context of hopelessness
and reversal in the workers' movement, this victory holds
immense importance. The labour laws had become a laughing
stock among the owners and management. However, the steel
workers of Wazirpur have shown that if we prevent agent unions
of electoral parties, NGOs and funding agencies from entering
in the workers' movement, the workers' themselves can lead
their movement to victory, provided it is guided by correct
political ideas. And 'Garam Rolla Mazdoor Ekta Samiti' has
achieved precisely this objective. Navin, secretary, Delhi Kamgar
Union argued that it was the resilience of the steel workers
under a correct political leadership, that ultimately led to this
historic victory. He said that the community kitchen run by the
striking workers with the support from workers from different
parts of the country showed that if workers' movement
transcends the narrow boundaries of factory and occupation
and a working class unity across the lines of occupation, region,
etc is forged, the workers' struggles can definitely be won. The
steel workers of Wazirpur have shown the way and now all
workers of all areas and occupation need to follow this path.
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Dr. Trilochan Singh, Ph.D

Dr Trilochan singh is
retired Prof and Head,
Dept. of Chemistry &
Biochemistry, Haryana
Agri Univ Hisar, India.
Have 35 years’
experience in the field of
Pesticide Residue
Chemistry, more
specifically in area of
"Safe use of Pesticides
under field conditions."”
He has contributed about
100 research and general
publications besides one
book on Pesticides
Residue Methodology.
Presently associated
with Bureau of Indian
Standards, GOI, as
convener of BIS Panel on
Water Treatment
Chemicals; Sarokaran Di
awaz have a great
respect of these kinds of
personality.

Globally the wuse of
pesticides started after Second
World War. In India though DDT
and HCH (BHC) were
introduced during early fifties,
the intensive use of pesticides
was adopted during late sixties
with ushering of Green
Revolution. With assured
control of insect-pests and
diseases of high yielding
varieties, not only food
production increased manifold
but also the quality of
agricultural produce particularly
vegetables and fruits improved
significantly.

These days besides
agricultural crops, pesticides
are also used for control of
pests in households, hospitals,
food processing industries,
storage godowns and during
transit of food commodities
from one place to another.
Their benefits aside, instead it
is their misuse or overuse that
has led to wide spread problem
of toxic residues in feed, food
and the environment, in spite of
only about 250 g per hectare
pesticide consumption in India
as against 3.0 kg/ha in USA
and 4.5 kg/ha in Europe.

Internationally use of
pesticides is regulated by the
United Nations and the World
Health Organisation. In India
Insecticides Act-1968 was
formulated to regulate the
manufacture, sale, storage,
transport, distribution and use

of pesticides. Pesticide
Registration Committee
formulated under this ACT
consists of experts of different
fields  associated  with
pesticides. Besides there are
National Pesticides Review
Committees which periodically
review performance of
registered chemicals based on
feedback from field staff. It was
on the recommendations of
Pesticides Review Committees
that use of some highly toxic
Organo-Phosphate (OP) and
highly persistent Organo-
Chlorine (OC) compounds were
banned on crops from time to
time. Also manufacturing of
HCH (BHC) to the tune of 30
thousand tons was stopped in
India on the advice of Pesticide
Review committees.

In India there is no
regulatory control on the use of
pesticides by the farmers/
users. Generally farmers don't
stick to recommended doses,
rather apply pesticides at
doses higher than
recommended ones. This
practice often results in higher
contamination of food
commodities and the
environment with undesired
chemicals. Secondly because
of use of more than one
category of pesticides on field
crops, we confront multi-
residues in agricultural produce.
Let us have insight view of the
residue scenario in India and its
change in the last 4-5 decades.

In India contamination of
various food commodities used
to be about 20% above legal
maximum residue limits( MRL)
during 1981-90 which came
down to about 4-6% in 2001-05
and further to 1-1.6 % during

6

PESTICIDES
NOT SO BAD

last four years from 2008 to
2012. During these four years,
out of 76336 samples of food
commodities from all over
India, analysed under National
Monitoring Programme, 8%
samples were found
contaminated with low levels of
residues and only 1.6 %
contained residues above the
prescribed MRL values. None
of the samples contained
banned pesticide like aldrin,
dieldrin, heptachlor or
chlordane. These MRL figures
are comparable with advanced
countries like U.K. and Canada
(less than 1 %), EU (1.4%) and
USA (0.5-1.5%).

It is important to mention
here that due to highly sensitive
modern analytical Pesticide
Residue Techniques, residues
present in very minute
(negligible) amounts in foods
and other matrices get detected
which are mistaken and
reported by NGOs / Surveillance
Committees as horrifying
amounts. Mere detection of
residues does not qualify it as
toxic and harmful. At very low
levels (parts per trillion, PPT),
the residues cannot harm the
consumers because these get
degraded / dissipated during
processing of foods.

As per Progress Report
2008-2010, Pesticide Data
Program, USDA, in USA, out of
11960 food samples of different
categories analysed for
pesticide residues, 30 per cent
of all samples contained no
detectable pesticides, 70%
samples contained low levels
of multi residues but only 1 to
1 .5 % samples violated MRL
levels. Combined together in
US, European Union (28

countries) and Canada, 142685
samples of different types of
foods including vegetables and
fruits tested during 2009-2011,
showed low levels of residues
in 24-51 % samples. Overall
97%-99%  were within
compliance of MRL values.
About 0.3 to 1.6% samples
exceeded MRLs. Of total
samples 32% contained multi-
residues (two or more than
two). As population in western
countries understand this
phenomenon, there is no hue
and cry unlike India where
people are unduly scared from
the word "Pesticide Residue." In
other words there is no need to
be panicky from mere
presence of detectable
residues (PPT) until these are
above their prescribed safe/
tolerance limits.

It is a general belief that
pesticides are one of the
causes of cancer all over the
world, but according to
International Agency on Cancer
Research, USA, Canada
Cancer Society, National
Cancer Institute of Canada,
Cancer Research, U.K. the
level of pesticide residues found
in food and feed commodities
and entering our body can't
cause cancer. Studies
conducted by Yale Cancer
Centre, USA during 2003-04
could not find significant
relationship between exposure
to polychlorinated biphenyls
(PCB) or DDT and risk of
breast cancer. Also
researchers at National Food
Institute, Technical University of
Denmark assessed samples
containing different types of
pesticide residues as well as
check samples where the limit
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values set by the EU were
exceeded. They concluded that
"None of the findings showed a
health risk to consumers as the
total impact does not reach the
health affecting level".
However it has been proved
that lipophilic pesticides like
DDT and BHC, in parent or
transformed form, have
tendency to accumulate in
human adipose tissues which
enter the blood stream during
stress, malnutrition, pregnancy
or perspiration, resulting in
weakening of our immune
system, thus making us more
prone to infectious diseases.
Fortunately the use of these
lipophilic pesticides has been
almost completely withdrawn
all over world.

It is a proven fact that
misuse or over-use of
pesticides results in their
excessive residues in food and
environment. Hence, problem
needs to be checked and
tackled at source i.e. at farmer/
user level.

Complete replacement of
pesticides by other alternative
plant protection methods is a
misconception. We shall have
to use them judiciously and
learn to live with trace amount
of residues. According to Nobel
laureate, Dr. Norman Borlough
"Accept to ingest some
pesticide residues or else face
death due to starvation".

Consumers' safety can be
further ensured by adoption of
simple kitchen practices like (a)
scrubbing the produce under
running tap water for 25 -30
seconds (b) peeling off the skin
if desired or discarding 2-3
outer leaves in leafy vegetables
like cabbage, lettuce etc. and
(C) combining washing, peeling
and boiling .

With complete phasing out
of hard insecticides like DDT,
BHC, aldrin, dieldrin, chlordane,
heptachlor etc., introduction of
new generation pesticides
required at very low doses,
adoption of Integrated Pest
Management (IPM) approach,
cultivation of GM crops and
using bio-pesticides, the
problem of residues in food
and environment can be
successfully contained within
safe limits. Thus it will be
possible for India to ensure high
quality safe food for its
population, safety of
environment and to compete
with  Western World in
International Food Trade.

kathpalts@yahoo.com
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Canadian Punjabi Conference Organized

Disha-Brampton

Shamshad Elahee Shams

Pressing situations of
immigrant community in
Canada broke its silence on
June 15,2014 at Century
Garden Recreation centre
Brampton. The first Canadian
Punjabi Immigrant Women
conference was conducted by
newly formed DISHA and
deliberated issued related to
immigrant women and their
challenges. Conference
marked the first Punjabi women
Harnam Kaur, Kartar Kaur,
Bishan Kaur who landed in
Canada 100 years before.

Syeda Nuzhat
Siddiqui,Peace Ambassador of
United Nations welcomed the
panel members and house,
underlined the urgent necessity
for education amongst
immigrant women, which is the
key to solve their personal,
social and economic problems.
She called upon the community
for a systematic change to
upgrade their skills according to
the requirement of the job
market and also said that
immigrants have to be aware
about Canadian values.

Brampton Mayor Susan
Fennell was delighted to be a
part of the first Punjabi women
conference and emphasized
the need of speaking up. She
welcomed the organizers and
thanked them to provide a
platform to discuss the issues
related to immigrant
community at large.
Discussion on the problems is
the only way for civilized
society. She said Canada is a
wonderful country for women
to grow and get all what she
want. She said Brampton has
its own unique significance in
the world where people from
around the world live peacefully
and achieving the goals of their
lives. We are example to the
world to show how multi cultural
people co-exist peacefully. She
also praised Punjabi Culture
and relevance of its rich
heritage.

Veteran Punjabi literature
writer, Sahitya Acadamy prize
winner Dr Wariyam Sandhu
addressed the audience and
went to the extent to expose the
hypocrisy of so-called Indian

culture in detail. In his keynote
speech, he said no any religion
based society could provide a
justice to women, be it Hindu,
Islam or Christianity, since all
religion were invented by male
and thus we all see a certain
pattern of patriarchal social
order in every religion.
Explaining Indian culture, he
said, India has two
contradictory faces while it
deals with the women. On one
hand Indian culture symbolises
women as its holy deities like
Saraswati, Durga, Lakshmi,
Indira, Kali etc. They can name
her anything but what they
could not give her, is her
individuality. India failed to
recognise women as human
being. In his sharp attack of
duplicity he went on to give
details how Dropdi was put on
stake by Yudhishter and how
she was disgraced by his
opponent Duryodhan in the
court. He then narrated the
infamous hymn written by
Tulsidas who said “Dhor Gawar
Shoodr aur Nari, Charon taran
ke adhikari”. He felt pity for
those who worship Sita, wife of
Lord Rama. He is the same
Rama who forced Sita to prove
her sanity by a whisper of a
Dhobi. It’s a known fact of
Hinduism philosophy that which
enshrine the ultimate goal of life
in Moksha (Liberation). And
what an irony, a woman can’t
achieve it. She has to take birth

as male and then can acquire
Moksha since woman is
restricted for this path of
spiritual height.

Dr Wariyam said that
Sikhism provided equal rights
to women since it abolished
Sati Pratha, Parda Pratha and
also entitled them to be a part
and parcel of Gurudwara
management. But, same
community is now degenerated
as former Chief of Shiromani
Akal Takht Bibi Jagir Kaur
conspired to slain her own
pregnant daughter who married
against her wishes. She was
convicted for five years.

He said, even Buddha was
biased against women as he
suggested his Bhikshu not to
save a drowning woman in river
even if she is your mother.
Pope did not allowed a woman
to be a Saint for centuries
though they worship Mother
Mary. We all know what the
state of women in Islamic
countries is though Islam
provided some relief to women
in history of mankind. The
same community is now being
represented by Mala who was
shot for her basic right to
education.

He attacked on honor
Killings and phenomenal
violence against women in
Indian subcontinent. The recent
honor killing in the premises of
Lahore High Court by brother
and father and double murder

case of Badaun and many
other similar incidents taking
place incessantly in India bring
shame to him. He said all
organised religions are basically
against women as they want to
control her and her sexuality.
Woman is just a piece of
property for them. These are
the values which immigrant
community carries with them
to across the oceans. They are
the real recipient of these
cultural burns and they have to
face the yoke of modern
capitalism in Canada.

The veteran writer called
upon the audience that we
have to recognise woman as
human being first. Stop female
foeticide and if you allow your
son to love, please also allow
your daughter’s love and her
choice of groom. In an emotive
discourse he said no matter if
people responsible for 1984
riots do not repents for their
crime, does not matters if
organizers of Gujrat pogrom
does not apologise publicly for
their crime against humanity
but He begged pardon on the
behalf of Chandra Singh
Shaheed who wrote a story
100 years ago “Stri Sabha” and
painted a grey picture of
women folks, now the time has
changed as the picture is
changed and men are the real
culprits now.

Second session of the
conference was dedicated to

the Punjabi Literature and
Feminist issues. A book of
poetry written by immigrants in
last 40 years was released by
Dr Sheila Embleton (FRCS,
Dean of Languages, Linguistics
and Literature York University).
‘Koonjan’ is edited by Dr.
Kanwanjit Dhillon and Surjit
Kaur followed by papers
presented by Surinder Kaur
(Ludhiana), Dr Surjit Bhatti
(Patiala) and Dr. Jaskiran
Mathur (New York). Famous
critique Prof. Satish Verma also
spoke about the book and
explained the status of women
in our society. He said Women
is born immigrant worldwide.
She is supposed to leave home
of her parents and settle with in
laws family which is also
immigration in itself. She is the
main creator of the world. The
plight and pain expressed in
‘Koonjan’ is not immigrant’s
pain but its related to every
women of the world.

Dr Vinita, Khalsa College
Delhi, winner of Sahitya
Acadamy prize spoke in length
about the book Koonjan. She
said women have a social
subordinate status in the whole
world since it’s a result of
patriarchal society. Women
have their head high wherever
there is a matriarchal society.

Third session was dealt
with the challenges of Punjabi
immigrant women. 63 years old
social psychologist Aruna Papp
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gave her detailed personal
account and shared her pain
and agonies being a boggy
puller of so-called Indian
culture. She told about those
situations she faced back
home in India where her father
had six daughters and a son,
married to abusive husband
made her life a living hell and
when she tried to get divorce
from him, she was faced in
numerous challenges from
within the family. She told, there
are no communication
channels in Indian household,
particularly with the female
members of the family. A

daughter has to communicate
with the help of mother in case
she needs to convey some
message. She was 56 years
old when she got her first
communication with her father.
A tale of agonies she wrote in
her book “Unworthy Creature”.
She had gone to UN
representing case of Canadian
women last year as well. She
analysed the difference
between domestic violence and
honor killing and its modus
operandi. She told the house
that there have been 22 honor
killings in Canada till now.

Dr. Maria Wallis from
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Ryerson University gave details
of the racial discrimination
being practice under the skin in
Canada. She told, many highly
educated South Asian
professionals are being
sidelined by the authorities here
in GTA. She told that 55%
population of Peel region is
racialized by the system.
People paying taxes but they
are not being given equal
opportunities in jobs and
executives. She called upon
the community to get organized
and fight back to have their
genuine share in the society.
Research scholar

Jaspreet Kaur from Queen
University also spoke about her
experiences from India and
Canadian society. She
emphasised to keep the best
virtue from Indian culture but to
shun all stereo typed behavior.

Last session was a
colorful bouquet of cultural
events. Uzma Mehmood,
Kavita Gupta, Sunder Pal,
Syeda Nujhat Siddiqui
enchanted the audience with
their classy poetry. Baby Bhatti
performed a Katthak Dance
which was widely appreciated
by the audience.

Proceeding of the
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conference continued for eight
long hours where 26 speakers
spoke on the issues, two chorus
were performed, six poetesses
graced audience with their
emphatic poetry and one dance
performance was conducted.
About 300 people attended the
conference, so many plaques
were distributed to distinguished
people, it was a dream come
true for Dr Kanwaljit Dhillon who
conceived the idea for this
conference and successfully
touched the chord of ailing
society i.e. South Asian
Immigrant community, Punjabi in
particular.
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Wanted: Big
ideas to
tackle youth
unemployment

Kayle Hatt - Employment
and Labour, Youth

You may not have heard
about it because it didn’t receive
much media attention, but the

Parliamentary Finance
Committee has been
researching Youth

Unemployment.

Canada has a youth
unemployment problem. The
youth unemployment rate at
13.9% in 2013 is more than
twice the rate of those above
25, youth employment has
barely improved since the
worst of the recession and
youth labour force participation
has declined substantially.
Youth who do have a job are
more likely to be working in a
precarious, temporary position
or to be working part-time
involuntarily.

At the same time, the
economic costs of youth
unemployment are immense.
Youth who experience periods
of unemployment earn less
than their peers over their
career; even without personally
experiencing unemployment,
individuals who graduate during
periods of high youth
unemployment make smaller
starting salaries and earn less.
A 2013 TD Economics report
estimated that the cost of youth
unemployment (PDF) is about

1.3% of Canada’s GDP, or over
$10 billion annually with an
additional residual effect of $12
billion spread over the next two
decades.

Clearly, this is a problem in
need of a solution so it's good
that Parliament was studying
the issues and looking for
“possible solutions”. The
committee’s report has now
been released and parts of it
are a fascinating read (if you're
into reading 75 page policy
studies) but its
recommendations are
inadequate compared to the
scale of the problem.

Of 23 recommendations,
five are that the Federal
government should continue
doing what it's doing — even in
areas where the federal
government’s activities have
been woefully inadequate, like
it's sponsored internship
programs. Two more call for the
federal government to “expand”
or “renew” current initiatives.

Four recommendations
call for better labour market
information (including tracking
internships, as suggested in
CCPA’s Alternative Federal
Budget) or suggest requiring
universities to track student
labour market outcomes, so
youth can make better career
decisions. Obviously, these are
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good ideas and better labour
market information is needed in
Canada partially because of
cuts from this government, but
that alone won’t solve youth
unemployment problems.

A couple other
recommendations suggest
tweaks to the Canadian Student
Loans Program, supporting
youth entrepreneurship, or
encouraging interprovincial
consistency on apprenticeship.
And the report suggests seven
areas of further study.

What's missing is any big
ideas to actually tackle the
problem of youth unemployment
—which you might think is odd for
a report titled “Youth employment
in Canada: Challenges and
Potential Solutions.”

Only one of 23
recommendations actually deals
directly with creating job
opportunities for youth and it's
only a suggestion for additional
study: “Recommendation 16:
That the federal government
explore ways to promote youth
hiring in Canada, such as tax

credits for businesses that hire
Canadians aged 18 to 30.”

There was at least one big
idea to tackle youth
unemployment presented to the
committee, although it only
earned a passing mention in the
final report. A Youth Guarantee
program, like those in parts of
Europe, was discussed by
CUPE in testimony to the
committee and will be explored
further in a forthcoming CCPA
discussion paper written by
CUPE senior economist Toby
Sanger and myself.

A youth guarantee is an
umbrella of programs with a very
basic idea: within a short period
of unemployment — say four or
six months — a young person
should be offered of a subsidized
job placement, more education,
an apprenticeship or a skills
training placement. Several
European countries have
adopted this approach with good
results and the EU has recently
committed <6 billion in multi-year
funding for a Europe-wide youth
guarantee.

A comprehensive made-in-
Canada youth guarantee would
be one good way to tackle our
youth unemployment problem.

Other ideas to actually
tackle youth unemployment that
the committee heard in
testimony: CCPA suggested,
among other things, to expand
federally funded summer youth
employment programs, to set
aside a portion of jobs in
federally funded infrastructure
programs for youth and hiring
subsidies in certain areas.
Several commentators,
including CCPA’'s Armine
Yalnizyan and the Canadian
Labour Congress, suggested
mobility funding for youth who
were moving to look for work.

It seems that the Finance
committee, however, wasn’t
looking for big ideas and possible
solutions to address youth
unemployment if it meant labour
market interventions or actually
spending money on the issue.

That's a shame because

the status quo isn’t working.
Courtesy : Canadian Centre for
Policy Alternative
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