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An open letter to Narendra Modi

Gopalkrishna Gandhi

Dear Prime Minister-
designate,

This comes with my
hearty felicitations. | mean and
say that in utter sincerity, which
is not very easy for me to
summon, because | am not
one of those who wanted to
see you reach the high office
that you have reached. You
know better than anyone else,
that while many millions are
ecstatic that you will become
Prime Minister, many more
millions may, in fact, be
disturbed, greatly disturbed by
it.

Until recently | did not
believe those who said you
were headed there. But, there
you are, seated at the desk at
which Jawaharlal Nehru sat,
Lal Bahadur Shastri did, and,
after a historic struggle against
Indira Gandhi’s Emergency,
another Gujarati, Morarji Desai
did, as did later, your own
political mentor, Atal Bihari
Vajpayee. Those who did not
want you there have to accept
the fact that you are there.

Despite all my huge
misgivings about your
deserving that rare privilege, |
respect someone coming
from so sharply disadvantaged
a community and family as
yours, becoming Prime
Minister of India. That fulfils,
very quintessentially, the vision
of our egalitarian Constitution.

Revisting the idea of desh

When some spoke rashly
and derisively of your having
been a “chaiwala,” | felt sick to
my stomach. What a
wonderful thing it is, | said to
myself, that one who has
made and served chai for a
living should be able to head
the government of India. Far
better bearing a pyala to many

than being a chamcha to one.

But, Mr. Modi, with that
said, | must move to why your
being at India’s helm disturbs
millions of Indians. You know
this more clearly than anyone
else that in the 2014 election,
voters voted, in the main, for
Modi or against Modi. It was a
case of “Is Narendra Modi the
country’s best guardian —
desh ka rakhvala — or is he
not?” The BJP has won the
seats it has because you
captured the imagination of 31
per cent of our people (your
vote share) as the nation’s
best guardian, in fact, as its
saviour. It has also to be noted
that 69 per cent of the voters
did not see you as their
rakhvala. They also disagreed
on what, actually, constitutes
our desh. And this — the
concept of desh — is where,
Mr. Modi, the Constitution of
India, upon the authority of
which you are entering the
office of Prime Minister,
matters. | urge you to revisit
the idea of desh.

Reassuring the minorities

In invoking unity and
stability, you have regularly
turned to the name and stature
of Sardar Vallabhbhai Patel.
The Sardar, as you would
know, chaired the Constituent
Assembly’s Committee on
Minorities. If the Constitution of
India gives crucial guarantees
— educational, cultural and
religious — to India’s
minorities, Sardar Patel has to
be thanked, as do other
members of that committee, in
particular Rajkumari Amrit
Kaur, the Christian daughter of
Sikh Kapurthala. Adopt, in toto,
Mr. Modi, not adapt or modify,
dilute or tinker with, the vision
of the Constitution on the
minorities. You may like to
read what the indomitable
Sardar said in that committee.

Why is there, in so many,
so much fear, that they dare
not voice their fears?

It is because when you
address rallies, they want to
hear a democrat who carries
the Peoplehood of India with
him, not an Emperor who
issues decrees. Reassure the
minorities, Mr. Modi, do not
patronise them. “Development”
is no substitute to security. You
spoke of “the Koran in one

hand, a laptop in the other,” or
words to that effect. That visual
did not quite reassure them
because of a counter visual
that scares them — of a thug
masquerading as a Hindu
holding a Hindu epic’s DVD in
one hand and a minatory
trishul in the other.

In the olden days,
headmasters used to keep a
salted cane in one corner of
the classroom, visible and
scary, as a reminder of his
ability to lash the chosen skin.
Memories, no more than a
few months old, of the riots in
Muzaffarnagar which left at
least 42 Muslims and 20
Hindus dead and displaced
over 50,000 persons, are that
salted cane. “Beware, this is
what will be done to you!” is
not a threat that anyone in a
democracy should fear. But
that is the message that has
entered the day’s fears and
night’s terrors of millions.

It is in your hands, Mr.
Modi, to dispel that. You have
the authority and the power to
do that, the right and the
obligation as well. | would like
to believe that, overcoming
small-minded advice to the
contrary, you will dispel that
fear.

All religious minorities in
India, not just the Muslim,
bear scars in their psyche
even as Hindus and Sikhs
displaced from West Punjab,
and Kashmiri Pandits do.
There is the fear of a sudden
riot caused with real or staged
provocation, and then
returned with multiplied
retribution, targeted very
specially on women. Dalits
and Adivasis, especially the
women, live and relive
humiliation and exploitation
every minute of their lives.
The constant tug of unease
because of slights,
discrimination, victimisation is
de-citizenising, demoralising,
dehumanising. Address that
tug, Mr. Modi, vocally and
visibly and win their trust. You
can, by assuring them that
you will be the first
spokesman for their interests.

No one should have the
impudence to speak the
monarchist language of
uniformism to a republic of
pluralism, the vocabulary of

‘oneness” to an imagination
of many-nesses, the
grammar of consolidation to a
sensibility that thrives in and
on its variations. India is a
diverse forest. It wants you to
nurture the humus that
sustains its great variety, not
place before it the
monochromatic
monoculturalism of a political
monotheism.

What has been taken as
your stand on Article 370 of
the Constitution, the old and
hackneyed demand for a
Uniform Civil Code, the Ram
Mandir in Ayodhya, and what
the media have reported as
your statements about “Hindu
refugees” in our North and
North-West and “Muslim
refugees” in our East and
North-East, strikes fear, not
trust. Mass fear, Mr. Modi,
cannot be an attribute of the
Republic of India. And, as
Prime Minister of India, you
are the Republic’s alter ego.

India’s minorities are not
a segment of India, they are
an infusion in the main.
Anyone can burn rope to
cinder, no one can take the
twist out of it. Bharat mata Ki
jai, sure, Mr. Modi, but not
superseding the compelling
urgency of Netaji Subhas
Chandra Bose’s clarion — Jai
Hind!

A historic win it has been
for you, Mr. Modi, for which,
once again, congratulations.
Let it be followed by a historic
innings, which stuns the world
by surprises your supporters
may not want of you but many
more would want to see you
unfurl. You are hugely
intelligent and will not mind
unsolicited but disinterested
advice of one from an earlier
generation. Requite the
applause of your support-base
but, equally, redeem the trust
of those who have not
supported you. When you
reconstitute the Minorities
Commission, ask the
Opposition to give you all the
names and accept them
without change. And do the
same for the panels on
Scheduled Castes and Tribes,
and Linguistic Minorities. And
when it comes to choosing
the next Chief Information
Commissioner, the next CAG,

CVC, go sportingly by the
recommendation of the non-
government members on the
selection committee, as long
as it is not partisan. You are
strong and can afford such
risks.

Addressing the southern
deficit

Mr. Modi, there is a
southern deficit in your India
calculus. The Hindi-belt image
of your victory should not
tighten itself into a North-
South divide. Please appoint a
deputy prime minister from
the South, who is not a
politician at all, but an expert
social scientist, ecologist,
economist or a demographer.
Nehru had Shanmukham
Chetty, John Mathai, C.D.
Deshmukh and K.L. Rao in
his cabinet. They were not
Congressmen, not even
politicians. Indira Gandhi had
S. Chandrashekhar, V.K.R.V.
Rao. | cannot, for the life of
me, understand why the UPA
did not make Professor M.S.
Swaminathan and Shyam
Benegal, both nominated
members in the Rajya Sabha,
ministers. There is a
convention, one may even
say, a healthy convention, that
nominated members should
not be made ministers. But
exigencies are exigencies.
Professor Nurul Hasan, a
nominated member, was one
of the best Ministers of
Education we have had.

Imperial and ideological
exemplars appeal to you. So,
be Maharana Pratap in your
struggle as you conceive it, but
be an Akbar in your repose. Be
a Savarkar in your heart, if you
must, but be an Ambedkar in
your mind. Be an RSS-trained
believer in Hindutva in your
DNA, if you need to be, but be
the Wazir-e-Azam of
Hindostan that the 69 per cent
who did not vote for you, would
want you to be.

With every good wish as
you take your place at the helm
of our desh,

| am, your fellow-citizen,

Gopalkrishna Gandhi

(The writer is a former
administrator and diplomat. He
was Governor of West Bengal,
2004-2009, and officiating
Governor of Bihar, 2005-2006.)
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How AAP ate into the Akali vote

Chander Suta Dogra

To describe the Aam
Aadmi Party’s (AAP) surprise
success in Punjab, where it
won four seats and 25 per cent
of the votes, as being the
result of a deep anger against
the high-handedness and
misrule of the Shiromani Akali
Dal (SAD)-Bharatiya Janata
Party (BJP) alliance in the
State, is to present only half
the picture. Given that the AAP
won no seats in any other
State including neighbouring
Haryana, where it deployed all
its might to get only 4 per cent
of the votes, its stunning
performance in Punjab has
flummoxed rivals and its own
leadership alike.

The AAP’s surge

Till today the AAP does not
have a proper State unit in
Punjab. Its election campaign
was managed by a hurriedly
put together committee of 12
persons, some of whom came
over from Delhi to lend a
helping hand. Its candidates
were a ragtag group of little
known people, some of whom
were reluctant to even go out
and campaign due to shortage
of funds. In Faridkot for
instance, Dr. Sadhu Singh, a
retired principal and poet who
had joined the AAP a few
months ago and who won with
4,50,751 votes, had been
unable to campaign in more
than 10 per cent of the villages.
Bhagwant Mann, the Punjabi
satirist who was a runaway hit
in Sangrur, and who
campaigned with bands of
youths following him on
motorcycles from village to
village, won by a margin of
more than two lakh votes.
Dharam Vira Gandhi, an
unassuming cardiologist of
Patiala, defeated Minister of
State for External Affairs
Preneet Kaur in an area that is
considered her pocket
borough.

Many are beginning to say
that such a development could
take place only in Punjab,
because Punjabis are not
afraid of taking risks. The
legendary Punjabi appetite for
venturing into areas where
others fear to tread and
receptiveness to anything new

is one reason why they have
embraced the fledgling party,
in a manner in which no one
else did. Out of the 117
assembly segments in Punjab,
the AAP won in 33 and stood
second in 25, which covers
roughly half the State. The
party’s spread spans urban
and rural areas. It performed
best in the State’s Malwa belt,
where a deepening agrarian
crisis, drug abuse and cancer
have created a sense of
hopelessness.

In a society that is
traditionally liberal and inclusive
and does not tolerate injustice
or ‘dhakka, AAP workers found
to their delight that people
rallied around the party
because they saw Arvind
Kejriwal as the underdog who
could deliver them from the
arrogance of the Akalis. “There
is a visceral anger against the
Akalis and the BJP and this
vote is the deep desire of the
average Punjabi to teach them
a lesson. [It is] equivalent to a
slap,” says Professor Harish
Puri, historian and Punjab
watcher.

But the Sikhs are also a
macho, martial race who
admire strong men and have
rallied around heroes like Guru
Gobind Singh who stood up to
the atrocities of the mighty
Mughals. The difference,
however, is that they like their
heroes to be Sikhs and are
unkind to non-Sikhs posing as
strong men. “Narendra Modi’s
superman image, his style of
talking and his arrogant stance
actually fuelled the sentiment
to teach the ruling
dispensation a lesson,” points
out Professor Puri. “A swagger
in a Sikh is welcome, but they
don’t like it when a non-Sikh
from outside wears it.” The
‘Modi wave,’ therefore, not only
left the Sikhs untouched, but
Mr. Modi was even see as
‘anti-Sikh’ by many.

This point is best
illustrated by what happened in

Amritsar where Captain
Amarinder Singh of the
Congress trounced BJP

stalwart Arun Jaitley, despite
the latter having everything
going for him. Capt. Singh won
by more than one lakh votes,
making Mr. Jaitley’s loss one of

the biggest upsets in the BJP’s
stupendous pan-Indian
performance. The story was
similar in Bhatinda, too, where
Manpreet Singh Badal almost
wrested the seat that
eventually went to his sister-in-
law Harsimrat Kaur Badal, who
won by a slim margin of a little
more than 19,000 votes. “Both
Capt. Amarinder and Manpreet
were seen as Sikh strongmen
who could shield the public
from the atrocities of the hated
Akali-BJP combine. The
acceptance for a home-grown
Punjabi hero is seen in both
these places where these two
got massive support, even
though there is plenty of
disillusionment with the
Congress-led UPA
government at the Centre,”
says Dr. Pramod Kumar, a
political analyst. None of the
other Congress candidates —
Pratap Singh Bajwa or Ambika
Soni or Sunil Jakhar, all of
whom lost — enjoy the same
stature in Punjab’s politics. In
other constituencies where
there were no iconic Sikhs to
look up to, the Sikhs mostly
voted the AAP. The SAD-BJP
combine has won six seats,
one more than in 2009, but the

mood is sombre in both
parties, because the writing on
the wall is clear.

What should worry the
Akalis more is the fact that for
the first time someone has
come along to dent their
‘panthic’ religious vote bank in
rural Punjab. The singular
achievement of the AAP in the
State has been the dent it has
made in this core Sikh vote.
Much of the credit for this
goes to Mr. Kejriwal for his
decision to set up a Special
Investigation Team to re-
investigate the 1984 riot
cases. The Akalis have always
taken for granted this section
of voters. The AAP appealed to
those who were upset with the
Akalis for exploiting Sikh
issues and not doing anything
substantial to redress them.
The radical Sikhs also rallied
around the party. The AAP’s
strategy — of drumming up the
matter of Sikhs in Gujarat
being hounded by the Modi
government there — worked to
build up his ‘anti-Sikh’ image,
notwithstanding his posing
with a turban at one of Mr.
Jaitley’s rallies. The party also
galvanised the leftists in the
Malwa belt. Activists of the

Communist Party of India
(Marxist-Leninist) who were
inactive for decades were
seen riding high on the AAP
fervour.

Role of the NRI

Adding to this, the
formidable non-resident Indian
component of Punjab’s
extended population, who
worked overtime on social
media, reached out to
youngsters and rooted for the
AAP, said Baljit Balli, a veteran
Punjabi journalist who runs an
online news portal.

Among those who won is
Dr. Harinder Singh Khalsa, a
former diplomat who resigned
as the ambassador of Norway
in 1984 in protest against
Operation Bluestar. He was in
exile for six years and returned
in the 90s to live a quiet life. He
won handsomely from
Fatehgarh Sahib.

The object of the Punjabis’
unexpected ardour for the
moment is the AAP and the
new love affair has thrown past
passions into a tizzy. No one
quite knows what this augurs
for the future, but the AAP
certainly has the State
Assembly in its crosshairs
Now.
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Ontario job :
Situation still
in need of a

helping hand

Kaylie Tiessen

Canada’s Auditor General
published a report warning that
Statistics Canada’s job vacancy
data still leaves many people in
the dark about the type of skills
in demand and the regions with
job vacancies present.

The Statistics Canada
Labour Force Survey made
headlines as economists
pointed out the data collected
through the survey could be
more robust than it currently is.

Though the Labour Force
Survey could be better, it does
tell us something valuable
about Ontario’s labour market
this month: the province’s job
situation is still in need of a
helping hand.

Ontario created 17,600
net new jobs in the month of
April; this includes an increase
of 25,800 full-time jobs and a
loss of more than 8,000 part-
time jobs.

These employment gains
were attained almost solely by
women. Female employment
grew by 26,000 during the
month of April — 65% of them
going to women aged 15-24 —
while male employment
actually declined by 8,000 jobs.

Even in the face of
employment gains, the
unemployment rate increased
slightly, to 7.4%, as more
people joined the labour force
and began looking for work.
That’s a sign that discouraged
workers are rejoining the labour
force after putting their job
search on hiatus.

With an unemployment
rate still one percentage point
higher than the pre-recession
level, these numbers show that
competition for existing jobs
continues to be fierce in
Ontario.

Case in point: youth
unemployment sits at 15.4%, a
slight drop from March but still
more than double the provincial
average.

A peek at large
metropolitan areas across the
province reveals that
Peterborough once again has
the highest unemployment rate
in the province (it did so last
month too). At 11.6%, it's also
the highest unemployment rate
amog all cities across the
country. In Ontario, Windsor
and St. Catharines share
second spot for unemployment
— each with an unemployment
rate of 9.3%.

The current election period
promises even more headlines
on the job front — but
addressing the systemic shift
that's been wunderway in
Ontario’s labour market
continues to take a sideline to
wedge issue politics.

For his part, Progressive
Conservative Leader Tim
Hudak promised today to Kkill
100,000 public sector jobs;
jobs that more often than not
offer decent pay and the
possibility of a middle class
lifestyle. The loss of these jobs
in regions that are already
struggling with low to no job
growth would just be one more
blow to the local economy.

Liberal Leader Kathleen
Wynne has promoted her plan
to increase jobs in Ontario
through targeted investment
and infrastructure development
to attract high quality jobs to
Ontario.

And NDP Leader Andrea
Horwath has been talking about
rewarding employers who hire
with tax credits.

Whatever the promise,
this month’s numbers show
that Ontario is in need of a well
developed, long-term jobs
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strategy to promote good jobs
in Ontario. With frequent news
of plant closures in the
province, a bigger vision for job
protection and job creation is in

order.

So far, none of the three
main political parties has found
the sweet spot on this issue.

Kaylie Tiessen

is an

economist with the Ontario
Office of the Canadian Centre
for Policy Alternatives (CCPA
Ontario). Follow her on Twitter
@kaylietiessen
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People's Needs, Not

Corporate Greed!
Another Ontario is

Possible!

Former Public School
Trustee Elizabeth Hill has
launched her campaign for
election in Brampton
Springdale.

A Trustee for 18 years, Ms
Hill has fought hard for
adequate provincial funding so
that every student has access
to a high quality public
education. "A needs-based
funding formula is urgent, long
overdue, and at the core of
delivering quality education to
our youth" she said.

Ms Hill is opposed to the
sell-off of schools and school
property to offset inadequate
provincial funding for education.
"Brampton needs more land
and more schools - not less”
she said.

Ms Hill is a strong
advocate of a single, secular
school system open to all.
"The United Nations has
condemned Ontario for funding
religious education for one faith.
The remedy is one public,
secular system, that's well-
funded and open to all students
regardless of their religion,
gender, nationality or place of
origin."

Ms Hill has sharply
condemned both Liberal and
Tory governments for their
attacks on free collective
bargaining. "The Liberals
suspended free collective
bargaining in the education
sector, creating chaos across
the province. Now the Tories
want to eliminate labour rights
with "right-to-work (for less)"
laws that will create permanent
chaos in Ontario."

"But good government
should protect our labour and
democratic  rights, our
children's right to a quality
education and a debt-free post-
secondary education, and our
community's right to local
autonomy and democracy, and
good public services" she said.

Ms Hill is committed to
bringing a university campus to

Brampton, and to introducing
legislation to bring public auto
insurance to Ontario.

"Public auto insurance will
cut insurance premiums in half,
while increasing benefits to
cover the full costs of medical
care and recovery. Public auto
insurance has worked well in
four provinces for almost 40
years. "The parties in Queen's
Park all received donations
from the super-profitable
insurance companies - profits
that came out of the pockets of
working people who need a car
to get to work and get around.
It's time for a real change."
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Ms Hill has also been a
sharp critic of healthcare policy
in Ontario, citing the Osler
hospital as the wrong way to
build hospitals. "Instead of fat
profits for investors with P-3
hospitals, Ontario should raise
corporate taxes and build public

hospitals with sufficient beds
and nurses to meet the needs
of the population. And the
government should stop
closing public hospitals and
farming out services to private
for-profit clinics. That's bad for
health, and bad for the people
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of Brampton."

Elizabeth Hill is
campaigning to make people's
needs the priority - not
corporate greed.

She is available for
interviews and comments
throughout the campaign.

At first | thought this was funny....
Then | realized the awful truth of it.

Tax his land, Tax his bed,

Tax the table At which he's fed.
Tax his tractor, Tax his mule,
Teach him taxes Are the rule.
Tax his work, Tax his pay,

He works for peanuts Anyway!
Tax his cow, Tax his goat,

Tax his pants, Tax his coat.
Tax his ties, Tax his shirt,

Tax his work, Tax his dirt.

Tax his tobacco, Tax his drink,
Tax him if he Tries to think.
Tax his cigars, Tax his beers,
If he cries Tax his tears.

Tax his car, Tax his gas,

Find other ways......

Tax all he has Then let him know

When he screams and hoilers,
Then tax him some more,

Tax him till He's good and sore.
Then tax his coffin, Tax his grave,
Tax the sod in Which he's laid.
Put these words Upon his tomb,
"Taxes drove me to my doom...'

THE TAX POEM

Sukhjot Naroo

Be sure to read all the way to the end!

That you won't be done Till he has no dough.

When he's gone, Do not relax,
Its time to apply

The inheritance tax.,
Accounts Receivable Tax
Airline surcharge tax
Airline Fuel Tax

Airport Maintenance Tax
Building Permit Tax
Cigarette Tax

Corporate Income Tax
Death Tax

Dog License Tax

Drivng Permit Tax

Excise Taxes

Federal Income Tax
Federal Unemployment (Ul)
Fishing License Tax
Food License Tax

Petrol Tax ( too much per litre)
Gross Receipts Tax
Health Tax

Hunting License Tax
Hydro Tax

Inheritance Tax

Interest Tax

Liquor Tax

Luxury Taxes

Marriage License Tax
Medicare Tax

Mortgage Tax

Personal Income Tax
Property Tax

Poverty Tax

Prescription Drug Tax

Property Tax

Provincial Income Tax

Real Estate Tax

Recreational Vehicle Tax

Retail Sales Tax

Service Charge Tax

School Tax

Telephone Tax

Telephone, Provincial and Local
Surcharge Taxes

Telephone  Minimum  Usage
Surcharge Tax

Vehicle License Registration Tax
Vehicle Sales Tax

Water Tax

Watercraft Registration Tax

Well Permit Tax

Workers Compensation Tax

Any Other ITEM not covered by the
above list

STILL THINK THIS IS FUNNY?

Not one of these taxes existed 100
years ago and our nation was one of
the most prosperous in the world.
We had absolutely no national debt,
had a large middle class, and Mom
stayed home to raise the kids.

What in the hell happened? Can you
spell 'politicians?'
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