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Dharamvir Gandhi
A Doctor of Social Diseases too

Aptly given the sir-name
Bullah, after the rebel Sufi poet
Bulleh Shah, by his father, he
lived up to his father's ideals
only to be renamed Gandhi by
his friends and colleagues at
Medical College Amritsar. Dr
Dharamvir Gandhi is no less
than an icon of humanity. With
a persistent vision and ardent
zeal for social activism, Dr.
Gandhi also has the prowess
of his profession and wishes to
usher change in the present
socio-political scenario.

Dharmvir Gandhi, a
reputed cardiologist by
profession, a humanist at heart,
a political activist working for
the rights of the have-nots and
a harbinger of social change,
has worked extensively not only
for the betterment of his patient
but also of slum dwellers and
the wretched of the earth. He
knows no boundaries and calls
himself an international citizen;
one whose religion is humanity
and caste homosapien.

Let's have a look at the
various aspects of his life: his
family background, professional

life, social activism and political
yearnings. Born to an idealist
father and humanist mother he
combines the better of both. He
had schooling at government
institutions and then moved on
to pursue MBBS at Medical
College, Amritsar. It was this
time that Dr. Gandhi, son of a
primary school teacher, turned
to leftist ideology and was
detained for a month for
protesting against Emergency
in 1977.

One of the most loved
learners at college and a
dynamic student union activist;
he believes that science is a
social product. That since it is
the heritage of entire mankind,
its benefits should not be limited
to the upper strata of society.

Dr. Gandhi believes in the
cherished dream of Shaheed
Bhagat Singh and vigorously
condemns the exploitation of
man by man. He wants to
eliminate this ever-widening
economical gap which gives a
little few the luxury of holidaying
at private islands and deprives
a vast majority of a decent life.
Feeling inspired by his love for
the working class, he moved to
Ludhiana for two years in
March 1982 to work among the
slum dweller, organizing them
to voice against this unjust
system and providing them the
much needed medical help.

With the help of local
residents, he also built a model
rural medical center at Bilaspur,
Punjab which was awarded the
best rural health center status
in 1988, by the then Punjab
Governor S.S. Ray. After
serving for eleven years as a
cardiologist at Rajindra
Hospital, Patiala, he started his

own low-cost Medical Social
Project where he introduces
the concept of layered fee-
structure.

He knows no prejudices
and doesn't discriminate on the
lines of caste, religion, gender,
race or nationality. "When you
believe in caste structure it
means that you give some the
power to subjugate others",
says Dr. Gandhi who
denounces any and all kinds of
chauvinisms. Rape is a
consequence of gender
zealotry. "It is an instrument of
wielding power over the other to
establish hegemony. It has
clear socio-political overtones,"
says Dr. Gandhi who led the
movement against Menia Rape
Case of a dalit girl by
policemen in 1983. Around
10,000 people had gathered to
block the Moga-Barnala
Highway and got the police
officials suspended by
evening. Dr. Gandhi also
organised two big
demonstrations in Patiala
against the Nirbhay Delhi Rape
case in December 2012.

Inspite of hectic
professional life, he has
participated in the 'Jan Lokpal
Andolan' as the Chairman of
Anna Hazare Sangharsh
Ccommittee, Patiala. And
when Arvind Kejriwal formed a
party he supported him. "We
talk about changing the political

system. AAP is also trying for
the same. Then why not try
together!" says Dr. Dharamvir
Gandhi who has delivered
hundreds of lectures on topics
like Science, scientific
temperament, modernity,
society, contemporary politics
and economy and the life and
teachings of Shaheed Bhagat
Singh across the state.

"If elected, | will change
the definition of MP (Member of
Parliament) forever; will
demonstrate what a common
man MP would mean for the
people, will uphold people's
causes; will stand by them on
the roads and in parliament
simultaneously," says an
emotionally charged Dr.
Gandhi.

The reputed Cardiologist,
whose name was changed by
his friends and colleagues
from Dharamvir Bullah to
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Dharamvir Gandhi owing to his
social-activism and khadi kurta
pajama, is quite affirmative of
the political promises of AAP
and yearns to bring about a
real change through active and
perseverant participation.
What remains to be seen
is if the party would bring to
the fore the issues which have
not seriously surfaced in the
established mainstream
politics for the past six
decades? Will the AAP be able
to deliver the goods as per
people's wishes? And will Dr.
Gandhi stick to his ideals in
this corruptible political set-
up?
(Worked as feature writer
with Deccan Herald,
Bangalore. Presently pursuing
Ph.D. in English Literature
under the guidance of Dr.
Rajesh Sharma, Punjabi
University, Patiala.)
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ge fa€? & 7 a9 3§ wient & Aeus T & afoe &7

HaT ferTaT 3T AT ANS It I1F J<JT ... €A Hd €19
& d=% GJt & fea umz afvedr, 7 ye fan Twsisa

et fadt gfee <t 8¢ g1 yg 1 far uget 3 et
BF yU3 J96 < HI Guet 9% &dt d9s A faor...
Aot W 3T fem & Higw »irusT S99 AHY o 398 HEUS
J faa|

IIF B TS IJ I, IJ UB, 9T Tt It ISt
J It & oiF 3% | 3 993 €9 T AT 790 HBAT
feg Sfont St for =79 It 9=t f&9 yAt fesanut
J 331 T 1 3 A fE9 frage g=rfedt uradtt € 99 AHdEa
It 9793 AT UATT It 9=t fIT IFt fesedne &+ A,
g fem =79 W™ wmedt utget € Hew J96 BT W
et fa3forr 7 - fast fan faqt fig €, fast Wy &
fomr Shitee9 &% A< ufga= @, fast fan @ uIna®
Ae 3 ... Ufast @@yt ytgehdt @ Ua onrfest ot
et €3 IidT @ o AUdE JAfPHT Jd€ AS, U M3l
WM WTeHT & W™ »edt UTdet Bet ye I3+ feg &,
A fa fea o<t 3 dait fugz 1 ... 3 feg A9 Tgzar
WY Ha'g It A7 fagr ... g3 9 Swe &, dA™
7637 € 8 € Heand fegst g9t & faAT s3et mw
d 9 3¢T € g€ AfgHdT UT 39 I8 | A & fedt seAT
J fa 993 &t aTHsIST &9 U9 T 7 w3 Ifey
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Journey towards
soft fascism

Kanti Prasad Bajpai

The general elections are
barely a week away and voters
must consider how they will
vote and with what
consequences. The frontrunner
in the campaign is BJP, led by
Narendra Modi. With its allies,
the party may well have enough
support for a majority
government. What does the rise
of Modi represent, and if he
becomes prime minister what
kind of India will we get?

There is every danger that
a Modi-led India will be an India
marked by soft fascism. At its
core, fascism stands for state
authoritarianism, intimidation by
conservative-minded extra-legal
groups, national chauvinism,
submission of individuals and
groups to a larger-than-life
leader, and a Darwinian view of
social life (the strong must
prevail). A society living under
soft fascism is simply a society
marked by less extreme levels
of authoritarianism, intimidation,
chauvinism, submission and
social Darwinism.

India, at least in the first
instance, will feature soft rather
than hard fascism because it is
big, diverse, and argumentative,
and the administrative arm of
the government remains weak.
Those who want a harder
fascism will not be able to exert
their will immediately over the
length and breadth of the
country. But to the extent that
the various state governments
feature soft fascism as well
(many do) and to the extent that
the Modi-led elements of BJP
prevail in the states, a harder
fascism may not be far away.

What accounts for the rise

of soft fascism? The short
answer is: Modi-ology, the
preferences of the market (big
and small business), middle
class disaffection and media.

Modi-ology is the view that
only Modi can "save" India, that
Modi is the only decisive,
effective, clean, visionary and
astute leader in the country, and
that he has a record in Gujarat
which "proves" he can "deliver".
In Modi-ology, Modi has delivered
human development, economic
growth, social stability and good
governance, unmatched
anywhere else in the land. Many
Indians who do not particularly
like Modi, BJP or soft fascism
increasingly think that Modi is the
saviour. It is another thing that
virtually every claim of Modi-
ology is open to argument and
rebuttal.

The second force in the rise
of soft fascism is the market -
big and small business,
especially corporate India.
Fascism everywhere depends
on the coffers and cooperation
of big business. It is no different
in India. The uncritical
cheerleading of Modi by big
business is tactical and rather
shameful but is an existential
reality. Small businesses are
pro-BJP anyway, so it is no
surprise that they are backing
him. Big and small business are
fed up with costly social
programmes, ramshackle
infrastructure, suffocating
regulatory structures (including
environmental ones) and
interminable procedures; and
they think Modi is the medicine
for all these ills.

Behind the rise of Modi-
ology is also disaffection of the
middle classes. They are
disaffected because they are

pinned between the upper
classes and the lower classes
and for 10 years they were
ignored by Congress. The
upper classes have done well in
a globalising India. The lower
classes have either given up on
the possibility of doing well or
have had some help from
various UPA programmes
(NREGA etc.). The middle
classes therefore hate
Congress as well as corrup Big
business and middle classes
are helping line up media behind
soft fascism. Media is influenced
by big business, which funds it
through its advertising, and by
the middle classes, who work in
it. Today, both stand behind Modi
and together they have helped
rally millions of Indians behind
Modi-ology. It is another matter
that media may well come to
regret its role. Those who were
in the media when BJP was
last in power seem to have
forgotten that this is a party that
is not particularly interested in,
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or indulgent of, journalistic
independence. Soft fascism
rises, establishes itself and
consolidates its hold through the
structures and systems of
democracy. Even as we celebrate

our elections and openness, we
should be worried about right-
wing opportunism and political
exasperation leading to political
suicide.

Courtesy : Times of India
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Comment on the Fair Elections Act (Bill C-23)

Patti Tamara Lenard

The CCPA was invited
to appear before The
House of Commons’
Standing Committee on
Procedure and House
Affairs to present on Bill C-
23, the Fair Elections Act.
Patti Tamara Lenard, an
Assistant Professor at the
University of Ottawa
Graduate School of Public
and International Affairs and
CCPA Research Associate,
presented to the
Committee. Her remarks are
below.

Thank you very much for
inviting the Canadian Centre
for Policy Alternatives to speak
to the Committee this evening.
| am Assistant Professor of
applied ethics at the University
of Ottawa’s Graduate School
of Public and International
Affairs and | am a research
associate with the CCPA.

| am also a co-author of
an open letter concerning Bill
C-23, co-authored with several
Canadian professors,
published in the National Post
in March. The views | express
today are my own and do not
necessarily represent my co-
authors’ views or the views of
the 180 signatories to that
letter.

Of the many difficulties
presented by the Fair
Elections Act, I'd like to focus
on just one: the way in which
it would undermine political
equality in Canada, by making
the right to vote more difficult
to access in general, and
most particularly, for vulnerable
Canadians. It does this by
proposing to eliminate
vouching and by imposing
stricter voter identification
requirements.

Let me begin by pointing
out that Canada’s voter ID
requirements are already more
restrictive than in many
countries. Indeed, in leading
Westminster democracies,
including the UK, Australia and
New Zealand, all that is
required is that one be on the
voter registry; no identification
is required. In other
democracies, vulnerable
citizens are exempt from
identification requirements.
According to international best
practices, governments that
require identification should
ensure that these are provided
to citizens free of cost, as with
the VICs that this bill would
disallow.

The purpose of beginning
here is simply to highlight that
the proposals to eliminate
vouching and to impose
stricter voter identification
requirements will move us

away from widely accepted
international practices by
which states protect the right
to vote of their citizens.

In Canada, the right to vote
is protected in Article 3 of the
Canadian Charter of Rights and
Freedoms. The constitutional
protection of this right imposes
a duty on all of us, particularly
our government, to protect that
right for each and every one of
us.

The proposed Fair
Elections Act is anything but
fair. It risks excluding some of
Canada’s most vulnerable
citizens, including seniors and
students, First Nations
citizens, low-income
Canadians, and homeless
Canadians. We know from
Elections Canada that these
groups relied on vouching
most frequently in recent
elections. It should go without
saying that in our Constitution,
these citizens’ right to vote is
no less important than that of
any other Canadian.
Regrettably this Bill makes it
necessary to underline this
point.

In its recent decision in
the Etobicoke Centre Case, the
Supreme Court acknowledged
the multiple values at stake in
elections, including integrity,
transparency, efficiency, but
then gave pride of place to the
constitutionally protected right
to vote. | quote from the

decision: “the Act seeks to
enfranchise all entitled
persons, including those
without paper documentation,
and to encourage them to
come forward to vote on
Election Day, regardless of
prior enumeration. The system
strives to achieve accessibility
for all voters, making special
provision for those without
identification to vote by
vouching...The goal of
accessibility can only be
achieved if we are prepared to
accept some degree of
uncertainty that all who voted
were entitled to do so.” In other
words, our electoral system
relies on a certain amount of
trust in our fellow citizens not
to abuse our most basic
democratic right. This Bill
rests on the false premise that
we should distrust one
another.

Bill C-23 will effectively
take away the right to vote
from some Canadians. How
then can Canada claim to be
democratic? The right to vote
is not something the
government grants us
permission to do, like driving,
or hunting, or practicing
medicine. It belongs to each of
us, in virtue of our citizenship
status. The job of a truly
democratic government is to
protect our right to vote by
securing the conditions that
make it possible. This Act

does the opposite.

The government’s reason
for restricting the right to vote
rests on the importance of
eliminating fraud from our
electoral system. As has been
said repeatedly in the media
and before this committee,
there is no evidence of fraud,
only of record-keeping errors
which can be dealt with in
ways that do not threaten the
integrity of  Canada’s
democracy.

Let there be no mistake:
the government proposes to
protect against imaginary
dangers by creating real and
significant harms. There is
something gravely wrong when
we actually turn away citizens
at the voting booth because
we imagine that they are trying
to cheat the system. There is
something wrong with a policy
that slanders hundreds of
thousands of Canadian
citizens as potential fraudsters
because they are vulnerable in
ways that make it difficult to
get a driver’s license or to have
a stable address.

The so-called Fair
Elections Act is inconsistent
with a commitment to political
equality — the equal right of
every citizen to cast a vote —
on which Canada’s
democracy is built. Bill C-23
should be rejected.

Courtesy : Canadian
Centre for Policy Alternatives
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Intellectuals flag threat
to secular polity
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A group of noted academics, artists and concerned
citizens have issued an appeal, in the context of Elections 2014,
to defend India’s secular democracy.

The statement, the lead signatories to which are Zoya
Hasan, Rooprekha Verma, Sashi Kumar, Vivan Sundaram,
Achin Vanaik, Jayati Ghosh and Prabhat Patnaik, said:

“Never before in post-independence India have political
forces, which are a front for an organisation committed to
creating a Hindu Rashtra, made as strong a bid for power as
in the coming elections. These forces are led by a person who
presided over a pogrom against Muslims in Gujarat in 2002 and
has never expressed any contrition over his role in that ghastly
incident. And they enjoy the backing of the most powerful
corporate houses in the country. The prospect of this alliance
of corporate capital and communal forces coming to power
constitutes a palpable threat to the future of our secular
democracy.

“We urge all responsible individuals and political formations
to ponder over the situation and urgently take whatever steps
are necessary for defending our secular democracy. We appeal
to the electorate to foil this corporate-communal alliance’s bid
for power by voting against the BJP-led NDA.”
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Conversation with Arundhati Roy

Tarun Basu

Celebrated author
Arundhati Roy's talk last
evening at the St. Andrew's-
Wesley United Church,
hosted by Vancouver's Indian
Summer Festival, drew
mostly on stories and
experiences from the place
she calls home, India.

While India is seen as an
emerging economic
powerhouse, millions of
people live on less than $2 a
day, Roy said. Needless to
say, within the free market
structure, wealth has far from
trickled down. It's a theme
that pervades much of her
work.

As we face an extreme
resource rush here in
Canada, from mining to
pipelines to mega-dams,
Roy's stories, which
illuminate power dynamics
between corporations and
resistance movements, are a
remarkable gift.

While she didn't read
from her bestselling book The
God of Small Things, she did
excerpt her newest
publication, Capitalism: A
Ghost Story, as well as a
number of other essays, to a
crowd of 1,000 eager ears.
She then spoke in
conversation with The Tyee's
David Beers and answered
questions from the audience.

Here's a list of important
takeaways.

1. When she nailed the
problem with representative
democracy. When Roy read
from her essay, Listening to
Grasshoppers, she said the
problem with representative
democracy is that there is
"too much representation and
not enough democracy." She
talked about how
corporations have created
structures that increase their
decision-making power,
leaving the rest of us with
hapless, unimportant choices
like "Pepsi or Coke?"

Corporations now have
power over the decisions that
impacts us most, said Roy,
such as whether or not an
industrial project goes
through. It's a reality that's
powerfully true in India today.

2. When she challenged

misconceptions about
nonviolence.

Roy challenged those
who criticize the use of
military resistance, rather
than nonviolence, in struggle
with a sobering thought:
When people are hungry,
poor, and shot at by armed
forces -- as thousands in
India currently are -- what are
they supposed to do? Are
they going to go on a hunger
strike?

We can draw parallels to
this and the struggle of the
Mi'kmagq at Elsipogtog. What
are the people fighting there
supposed to do when RCMP
officers point rifles as they
blockade to defend their land
and waters?

3. When she told us the
truth about Gandhi.

Roy also challenged the
idealization of Gandhi. She
explained that Gandhi actually
fought alongside imperial
leaders in certain wars, and
that, while in prison, criticized
Asian people, claiming that
Indians needed a separate
jail. It was rather
heartbreaking to hear, but a
good reality check about the
mistakes he made and where
he went wrong.

4. How she used 'ghosts'

to reveal the costs of
capitalism.
Perhaps the most

harrowing part of Roy's talk
was when she spoke about
the "ghosts" of capitalism.
The ghosts moving around
us: lost lives, millions of
people living in poverty, the
corporate power that sucks
our blood...

5. When she criticized
'Mining for Happiness.'

Roy described how the
arts has become one of the
insidious ways the free
market system wins control.
Since it's tough to find
funding for shows and such,
artists end up planning
slightly more moderate
events in order to secure
corporate sponsors.

Reading from
Capitalism: A Ghost Story,
Roy elaborated how this has
happened in the context of
India: "Of late, the main
mining conglomerates have
embraced the arts -- film, art
installations, and the rush of

literary festivals that have
replaced the 1990's
obsession with beauty
contests. Vedanta, currently
mining the heart of our
homelands of the ancient
Dongria Kondh tribe for
bauxite, is sponsoring a
'Creating Happiness' film
competition for young film
students, whom it has
commissioned to make films
on sustainable development.
Vedanta's tagline is 'Mining
Happiness."

6. When she told us not
to call her an activist.

Roy doesn't call herself

an activist, but a writer. Her
writing is political, and she
said she struggles to
understand how one might
write any other way. "Why
wouldn't we write about the
critical issues our society is
facing?" she asked.

7. When she spoke out
about dams.

Roy's work focuses on
struggles in India, and for
many years she was involved
with opposition to the
Narmada Dam. She ended
her talk with a speech about
dams and how they work as a
symbol of the capitalist

system. It reminded me of the
consequences of dams in
Canada, like the Cree who
were displaced from Manitoba
Hydro dams, as explained in
Indigenous Rights are Not
Human Rights.

8. How she used so few
words to articulate complex
issues.

Never before have |
heard the challenge of our
time articulated so clearly:
"We have gone leaps and
bounds in terms of human
intelligence, but we have lost
connection with our instincts
and our survival."
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