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Minimum wage: Question of Dignity R & x: B i LG o)

Ontario’s minimum wage
has been frozen since 2010.
It's the second longest period
minimum wage workers have
gone without a raise since
1969.

Oftentimes discussions
about how much and how
often to raise the minimum
wage get positioned in relation
to potential harm to business:
how much can businesses
bear to pay for an hour of
labour before they are
negatively impacted?

It is becoming increasingly
clear that by keeping wages
low managers are, in fact,
undermining their own bottom
line. An increase in the
minimum wage can actually be
good for business. Low-wage
workers who have enough
money to meet their household
needs — you know, like paying
the rent AND buying food — tend
to spend every extra dollar they
earn. Pumping that money back
into the economy, through
consumer spending, fuels
growth and increases sales at
local businesses.

In Ontario, a full-time
minimum wage worker earns
25% below the poverty line,
effectively unable to make
ends meet. An increase in
their wages would mean a
boost to both their individual

well-being and that of the
business they work for,
reducing stress at home and
boosting their productivity on
the job. An undernourished
worker who is worried about
how to pay the bills at the end
of the month is unlikely to be
contributing all he or she could
to the overall success of a
business.

The financial health of
individual workers and the
overall health of an economy
are inextricably linked. Robust
economic growth cannot be
attained without a hearty dose
of consumer spending to
grease the wheels of our
economic engine. When
businesses allow the wages of
a growing share of the
workforce to erode, they
contribute to an overall

decrease in the spending
power of their own customers,
slowing down economic
recovery efforts from the 2008
recession.

Instead of starting with the
question “what businesses are
willing to pay?”, why don’t we
start with how much people
need to earn to meet their
needs and actively participate
in the economy. A $14-an-hour
minimum wage would ensure
a full-time minimum wage
worker earns 10% above the
poverty line. At $14.50, a
minimum wage worker would
earn within 60% of the average
full-time worker in Ontario.

You know what else a $14
minimum wage could do? It
could help ensure that every
job is a good job. Shouldn’t that
be the economic goal?
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Dear sir,

Thursday brought the sad
news about the death of a 14-
month-old daughter of a
protesting unemployed teacher
of cold in Bathinda. Her name
was Rooth.

Rooth didn't know what
the Employment Guarantee
Scheme was. She didn't even
know what a protest was. She
was just 14 months old. The
age not enough to even ask
who a teacher is. The word
unemployed, protest and
lathicharge were not in her
dictionary. Then why did she
have to die such a painful
death? Why did your
administration force her to die,
Mr Badal?

How can one forget the
small and beautiful eyes of
Rooth? | saw her picture in our
paper on Thursday morning, in
a yellow dress. She was
sleeping in her mother's lap.
Was she dreaming that her
mother would get back her job
one day?

Children dream too, sir.
My mother says children's
dreams are the most beautiful.
She says they are not
corrupted by worldly worries.
But your administration is
capable of killing their dreams
too. The poet Pash once said
the death of our dreams is the
most terrible thing.

Rooth must have shivered
a lot before succumbing to the
cold wind freezing the bone
marrow. And, the cold-hearted
administration just let her die.
The teachers protesting
against your government were
forced to sit under the open sky
as all tent houses of the town
were threatened against
supplying quilts and tents to
the protesters.

The local administration
even told mediapersons not to
cover the protest, saying it
would die down its own death.

All of 14 months, Rooth
was not a protester. She was
of the age when a child holds
the finger of her mother and
follows her everywhere. Did
she deserve such a death?
Surprisingly, in the race for
votes, even Nanni Chhan

forgot to provide shelter to a
girl child.

Let us not talk about the
protests as almost everybody
in the state is on the roads,
protesting these days -- the
linemen, MGNREGA workers,
schoolteachers, lecturers,
farmers and agricultural
labourers. Will your
government ban all kinds of
protests?

In the season of summits,
holding a summit of protests
can be a saleable idea. And, for
whom is Punjab 'Progressing'
anyway? Certainly not for the
poor people of the state where
innocent children are forced to
die on the roads. It must be
progressing for the big money
bags of the Congress, brokers
of the BJP or ruthless
landlords of the Akali Dal.

The protests have been
here for decades. Many years
ago, my father was one of
these protesting teachers. He
was employed but felt that if
others were equally qualified,
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they too deserved the same
job. Every parent then proudly
took their children to the
protests. But no one's child
died. They were witness to the
Emergency, they faced the AK-
47s of terrorists and the
repression from the police too.
But they soldiered on for they
believed that's how life

becomes more beautiful. The
struggle is paramount to make
life worth living.
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My father still recounts the
days when your government
had put thousands of teachers
along with their children in jails
for months. No child had died
even then.

But, who will raise a
memorial to Rooth? Who will
write her obituary? Who will
write a poem? Who will
celebrate innocence? Who will
celebrate childhood?

A mother has lost her
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4 Who killed innocent voice of dissent,
Mr Badal?

child and with that her dreams

too. Perhaps that mother was

shivering under the open sky

for a better future for Rooth.

Your government has betrayed

them and many others like
them.

Yours sincerely,

Vishav Bharti

Principal

correspondent,

Hindustan Times
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Education
&

Robert C. Koehler

“The standards are
designed to be robust and
relevant to the real world,
reflecting the knowledge and
skills that our young people
need for success in college
and careers. With American
students fully prepared for the
future, our communities will be
best positioned to compete
successfully in the global
economy.”

This is how we talk about
learning, growth and the
human future?

Things are getting worse
in the American classroom,
not better. The experts and the
special interests purporting to
fix the educational system are
continuing, instead, to
asphyxiate it.

The grandiose quote,
above, in which “our young
people” show up as
abstractions needing to be
prepped for some simplistic,
highly competitive imaginary
future (fully understood by the
experts), is part of the mission
statement of the Common
Core State Standards Initiative,
the Obama administration’s
showcase education reform
initiative.

Just like the disastrous No
Child Left Behind Act of the
Bush era, in whose wake it
follows, it’s all about testing
and uniform standards and the
“rigorous” evaluation of
schools and teachers; and it’s
clueless about the nature of
childhood development, not to
mention reality. Its primary
mission, as with NCLB, is to
pull education out of the hands
and hearts of teachers and
turn its administration over to
politicians and their corporate
sponsors. It both defunds and

belittles the learning process.

And the primary metaphor
for school remains “the
pipeline” — either the cradle-
to-prison pipeline, which is
what education amounts to for
SO many young people in
poverty-stricken
neighborhoods, or the cradle-
to-career pipeline, as
Education Secretary Arne
Duncan would have it.

I's not that the pipeline is
broken. Rather, as educator
Adam Bessie put it in a brilliant
piece of graphic commentary
published at Truthout, “the
metaphor is broken” — the
metaphor of the public schools
as an industrial sluiceway,
washing our children
anywhere at all.

An educational system
that fails to revere children and
honor their potential — that
turns schools into 3R boot
camps, demanding the
regurgitation of specified data
on command, but shrugs off
the importance of holistic
thinking or simply learning to
think for oneself — is insane
at its core. Welcome to the
21st century!

While the educational
process has always been
hierarchical and right-answer-
oriented, things have only
gotten worse over the last
several decades. Now, with
the Common Core State
Standards Initiative, which
defines and scripts the
lessons to be taught, the
micromanagement of teaching
— and learning — has
reached a new extreme.

“Teachers are not allowed
to use their own methods to
introduce the material, manage
the classroom, or share their
own wisdom,” Nicholas
Tampio wrote last month at
Huffington Post, describing

this process. “Students are not
encouraged to connect the
material to their own lives,
events in the world, or things
that may interest them. The
script tells the teachers and
students, at all times, what to
say and do.”

Such scripts, Tampio
wrote, “suck the oxygen out of
a classroom.”

And longtime teacher
Marion Brady wrote last week
in the Washington Post:
“Pushback against a system
now abusing the young and
wasting their potential is
decades overdue. Teachers
need autonomy, freedom to
experiment, and opportunities
for meaningful dialogue with
each other and the
communities they serve that
they don’t now have.”

Uniform, scripted
educational standards —
especially combined with the
ongoing defunding of our
schools — are not going to
implant “the knowledge and
skills that our young people
need for success in college
and careers,” let alone allow
them to manifest their
extraordinary potential in ways
we can’t begin to imagine.

They’re more likely to shut
down the future altogether.
Stan Karp, writing for the
Rethinking Schools website in
January, noted that No Child
Left Behind “was a failure in
raising academic performance
and narrowing gaps in
opportunity and outcomes. But
by very publicly measuring the
test results against arbitrary
benchmarks that no real
schools have ever met, NCLB
succeeded in creating a
narrative of failure that shaped
a decade of attempts to ‘fix’
schools while blaming those
who work in them. The
disaggregated scores put the
spotlight on gaps among
student groups, but the law
used these gaps to label
schools as failures without
providing the resources or

supports needed to eliminate
them.” And, he added,
speaking of the Obama

initiative, “The problem is that
this game, like the last one, is
rigged.” Karp’s concept of “a
narrative of failure” reminded
me of my own years as a
parent ushering a child through
the educational system,
twenty-some years ago. By
then, testing mania had already

In Education-A New Way To Be Stupid

taken serious hold of the
process, throwing it absurdly
out of whack. When my
daughter was in the third
grade, she started taking
standardized tests, which
meant that her teacher,
otherwise a wonderfully
creative woman, was forced to
teach to the test, which
purported to measure writing
skills, among other things.

Writing, which should
summon forth a universe of
wonder from kids, was
reduced to five-paragraph
slabs of dead prose, which
could be “measured”: opening
paragraph, conclusion, etc. My
daughter started to hate
writing. And one day the
teacher lamented to me that
she was having trouble getting
the students to . . . indent their
paragraphs, which was
necessary in order to succeed
on the standardized test.

| listened dumbfounded,
unable to imagine anything
less relevant or more
extraneous to the writing
process. The only thing
happening here was the
creation of a new form of
failure — a new way to be
stupid. At the time, | didn’t
know what to say. Maybe |
should have rushed into the
room and opened a window.
Those trapped inside clearly
needed oxygen.

Robert Koehler is an
award-winning, Chicago-based
journalist and nationally
syndicated writer.
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March against Racism, Racist
Violence and Vigilantism

A protest march against
racism, racist violence and
vigilantism was organised by
New Socialist Initiative (NSI).
The context of the protest
march was the recent brutal
murder of Nido Taniam - a
young student of Arunachal
Pradesh by a mob in Lajpat
Nagar; vigilante mob assault
led by the Law Minister of
Delhi against African women
in Khirki village; and broad
daylight assault on two
Manipuri women in Kotla-
Mubarakpur. Hundreds of
people joined the protest
march. The march started
from Delhi University metro
station at 5.30 pm and
culminated into a public
meeting infront of
International Women's Hostel
and Northeast Women's
Hostel in Indra Vihar
(Mukherjee Nagar). Large
number of students and
activists spoke at the meeting
and resolved to carry forward
the fight against not just

racism but also against all
kinds of oppression and
discrimination.

The protesters reiterated
that not only is there a
pressing need to talk about
explicit racism but also to
recognise the subtler ways in
which ~ our underlying
prejudices reveal
themselves. The fact remains
that racism is not an issue of

individuals and
circumstances but is
structural and is

institutionalized into the very

fabric of our society.
As of now racism is not

even recognized as a
problem. The attitude
towards people from

Northeast and Africa is so
normalised and
commonplace that the idea
of racism as a
manifestation of
unacceptable bias, prejudice
and discrimination is alien.
The demand that the
Government and the larger
society awakens to this
issue and takes into

consideration the rampant
racism which is rooted in
spaces all around us is a
basic but an essential one.

The fact that we have to even
demand this basic minimum
only goes to show the
abysmal degree of neglect.
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