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impact on economic
inequality

Conversation with History
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Revolutionary Literary

Cultural Chaten Manch

The progressive news paper Saroaran Di Awaz and
Revolutionary Literary Cultural Chaten Manch of Ontario have
been acquired the opportunity to honor the well-known stage
charming Hansa Singh and Tarkhsheel Balwinder singh
barnana. At initial stage Nahar aujla and master Harjit singh bedi
provided the detail history of Hansa Singh who depleted whole
life for community services to provide the progressive approach
by his revolutionary Dramas on worldwide. At the end Hansa
singh and Balwinder singh Banrana pointed out their beloved
opinions.
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Tragedy
of

Indian
Politics

Attack on the headquarters
of AAP (Aam Aadmi Party) office
at Kaushambi, Ghaziabad by
vigilantes of the Hindutva Brigade
and demands stern action
against the culprits. Given the
inordinate delay by the police in
reaching the place and nabbing
the hooligans in the case of an
emergent political party and high-
profile politicians, one can only
imagine the safety and security
of common citizen under such
dispensation.

It is distressing that each
time any individual or group has
expressed views on the violation
of human rights by Armed
Forces protected by the
draconian Armed Forces Special
Powers Act, frenzied jingoism by
the rightwing forces as well as by
the print and electronic media
turn to the rhetoric of hurt
sentiments. It is equally
distressing that the Aam Aadmi
Party too succumbed to such
jingoism, found it necessary to
distance itself from Prashant
Bhushan and turned the
question of human rights violation
by the armed forces into a
question of national integrity.

Demanding deeper
investigation into the real
masterminds of this attack New
Socialist Initiative also urges
every peace and justice loving
person to raise its voice over
growing attacks on freedom of
expression so that voices of
majoritarianism, intolerance and
bigotry be put on the defensive.

It has been widely reported
that on 8th January 2014 the
Hindu Raksha Dal attacked and
vandalized the Aam Aadmi Party
office in Kaushambi (Uttar
Pradesh), protesting the

comments made by AAP leader
and Supreme Court Senior
Advocate Prashant Bhushan on
the presence of the Armed
Forces in Kashmir. However, this
form of hooligan organized
violence and vandalism in the
name of hurt sentiments is not
new to us. Over the years we
have been witness to this well
established pattern of violence
against anyone who has dared to
make a statement about the
brutality and impunity of the
Armed Forces, particularly where
the Armed Forces Special
Powers Act is implemented as in
Kashmir and the Northeast, as
well as their presence in other
parts like Central India. People
have been booked under false
cases, beaten and threatened.
Whether it was the same
Prashant Bhushan who was
badly beaten up by a fanatic
organization or the Bajrang Dal
cadre chasing down and
attacking those protesting the
unjust hanging of Afzal Guru at
Jantar Mantar in broad daylight
and under the full protection of the
police, or the vandalism at the
screening of Sanjay Kak's
documentary, Jashn-e-Azadi, in
Hyderabad, or the hooliganism of
the BJP's student wing ABVP
against the rally demanding a
repeal of the AFSPA in Delhi
University, the message is
always loud and clear: dudh
mangoge kheer denge, Kashmir
mangoge cheer denge. This time
too it was said by Hindu Raksha
Dal as they staged a protest
against “AAP's stand” on
Kashmir. The attackers said that
Hindus are hurt because of
Prashant Bhushan's statement
on Kashmir which led them to

AAP Headquarters, Defend Freedom of Expression,
Oppose Politics of Hurt Sentiments

stage a protest outside the party
office and engage in vandalism.

Aam Aadmi party, ironically,
had already rebutted Prashant
Bhushan's statement and in
response clarified that Kashmir is
an integral part of India, that the
presence of the Armed Forces
was a question of national
security, that there was no
question of a referendum on this
issue and that Prashant
Bhushan's statement in no way
reflected the position of the party.

As far as the attack by
Hindu Raksha dal is concerned,
it is very clear that the attack was
an attack on all those who stand
against the impunity the Armed
Forces enjoy under draconian
laws like the AFSPA. It was an
attack to shut all those voices
that stand for de-militarization.
We know that such demands
have not only been raised by
Kashmiris but by various
movements in the Northeast and
in Central India. We consider
these voices of resistance and
dissent a fundamental core of
any democracy.

The attack by Hindu Raksha
Dal is an attack on the basic idea
and values of any democratic
society. It is not surprising that
while both Congress and BJP
formally condemned the attack
they are not against the views
that Hindu Raksha Dal has aired.
We are disappointed that AAP
too has not shown the courage
to stand apart on this matter.
Arvind Kejriwal was quick to

clarify that AAP considered
Kashmir an integral part of India.
Why is it that every time a
statement is made on the large-
scale brutalities meted out to the
people of Kashmir by the Armed
Forces, the debate is hijacked as
one of national integrity? If
Kashmir is an integral part of
India, does that make it OK to go
on inflicting violence on the local
people, its own citizens with
complete impunity? Thousands
of people have been murdered,
raped and thousand more
imprisoned and the rest live in
constant state of fear and
unfreedom. A response to this
issue by evoking the jingoism of
national integrity is to consciously
shy away from the real question
at hand — the trigger- happy
Armed Forces in Kashmir that
have consistently stripped the
people of Kashmir of their
fundamental right to a life of
dignity and freedom.

It was just a couple of years
ago when thousands were found
in many mass graves across
Kashmir, thanks to the
intervention of the Jammu-
Kashmir Human Rights
Commission. Did  they
themselves decide to die
together or was it the ISI that
came inside, killed people and
put them together in those
graves? The truth is known to
the people in those regions
where armed forces are
'safeguarding’ the nation. Each
time someone has tried to raise

the issue, they have been met
with organized violence and the
politics of vandalism of the Hindu
Right.

We are in agreement with
all those opposing the view that
such matters may be resolved
by way of a referendum but for
the opposite reasons. The issue
of Armed Forces cannot be
made subject to the referendum.
A referendum cannot be
conducted on something that is
a natural right. Human Rights are
not a matter of referendum. It is
not a choice. The Constitution
does not allow or require this
right to be decided by
referendum. The right to live with
dignity and freedom must be
considered as natural right of
human beings which even the
Constitution must protect. A
Constitution or a referendum
hence, cannot decide to evoke
something that curtails the life
world of human freedom.

We believe that AFSPA and
such other draconian laws
should be immediately repealed
and the guilty be punished. Such
laws cannot be subjected to the
will of the majority, be it in
Kashmir, the northeast or in the
rest of India. We believe that
human rights cannot be violated
in the name of national integrity.
And, we condemn all violence
perpetrated in the name of hurt
sentiments. The essence of
democracy is not just the will of
majority but also the right to
dissent against this will.
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Davos
Billionaires

Paul Farrell

You guys already own half
the planet. Keep up the good
work, getting richer, by the end
of this century your family
could be one of the world’s 11
trillionaires predicted in the new
Credit Suisse Global Wealth
Report. Capitalism is the ticket
to owning everything.

Cruising at 51,000 feet,
Mach 0.85 in your $40 million
Gulfstream jet, you know the
world belongs to you. A few
days at the World Economic
Forum in historic Davos,
Europe’s highest city, high in
the Swiss Alps, and your world
seemed even bigger. Roots in
the Higher Middle Ages.
Fabulous ski resort.

Davos is mostly about
business contacts, meeting
other powerful capitalists,
great PR and i-photo ops
walking among world leaders,
in seminars, at meals, over
drinks, just mingling with the
2,500 participants — all the
captains of industry, central
bankers, heads of state,
thought leaders and celebrity
economists, maybe even
listening to actor Matt Damon
talking about his Water.org or
attending a mindful meditation
session with Goldie Hawn.

But bottom line: for 1,500
business and financial types at
Davos, many whose firms are
permanent members, just one
new contact can justify the
quarter million often spent
belonging to the exclusive
Davos Forum. Yes, up at their

power of capitalism & Its impact

oh economic inequality

altitude, the world really does
looks different.

Billionaires aren’t ‘Curious
Capitalists,’ they just want to
make more money

The truth is, for 43 years
Davos has been a private club
for capitalists that has had
more to do with increasing
economic inequality than any
other global organization.
Here’s how a real “Curious
Capitalist,” as Time’s editor,
Rana Foroohar, sees it from
ground level mingling with
world leaders, gathering
quotes, interviewing and
blogging, to get answers to
“The 5 Most Important
Questions for the Davos Elite”:

Is U.S. economic
recovery for real?

Will China’s economy
blow up?

Is technology a friend or
an enemy?

Who wins, millennials vs.
baby boomers?

What will the political
impact of inequality be?

Actually, only one of these
five questions has the potential
of triggering catastrophic long-
term consequences:
Economic inequality. The other
four, while significant, are all
what mathematicians call
dependent functions of the
inequality equation that’s
impacting technology,
generational conflicts and the
economies of China and

America.

In fact, a cultural
revolution is creating a new
global collective conscience
between capitalism and
inequality, the Haves and the
Have-nots. A powerful virus is
spreading, rising from the
grass roots of billions in the
repressed poor and the middle
class, forcing moral leaders to
step forward and openly
challenge the destructive
forces of capitalism. You can
now even see them jumping
on this new bandwagon.

New inequality bandwagon
is a backlash against
capitalism

We know Pope Francis
has already made global
inequality and the end of free-
market, trickle-down
capitalism the rock upon which

his papacy stands as the
leader of the 1.2 billion
Catholics worldwide. He has
stated unequivocally that
“‘inequality is the root of social
ills” and will only be resolved
by “rejecting the absolute
autonomy of markets and
financial speculation.”

He warned that “no
solution will be found for the
world’s problems or, for that
matter, to any problems” until
capitalism is rejected.

Worse, violence, war and
revolution follow as capitalism
has increased inequality
repressing many, says Al
Jazeera News. Quoting from
an Oxram global report:
“Disparities in wealth and
income result from ‘political
capture,” in which the wealthy
use their economic power to
make sure the rules bend to
favor the rich, often to the
detriment of everyone else.
The consequences include the
erosion of democratic
governance, the pulling apart
of social cohesion, and the
vanishing of equal
opportunities for all.”

Inequality is also emerging
as a political force in America,
echoing the growing power of
a new collective conscience
against capitalism. In his
“State of the Union” address
next week, President Obama
has already committed to
“‘make inequality the defining
issue of 2014.”

Warning: Repressive
capitalism is fueling rage,
triggering violence

Yes, with leaders, the
public and media jumping on a
new inequality bandwagon,
Time magazine’s “Curious
Capitalist” analyzed the World
Economic Forum’s report,
“Global Risks 2014: “The
annual WEF global-risk report,
which surveys academics and
other experts in 70 countries,
lists the growing wealth divide
as the biggest geopolitical risk
today. Elections are coming up
this year in many countries
with growing inequality, like
India. Will populist leaders
emerge, and can they carry
out the structural reforms
necessary to bolster growth
and shrink the gap?” warned
the “Curious Capitalist.”

Then, the big question:
“When does the discontent of
the global millennial cohort,
nearly half of whom are
underemployed or
unemployed, finally bubble up
into rage with serious social
ramifications? Closer to home,
how will inequality affect the
debate over things like raising
the minimum wage and
finishing the reregulation of the
financial sector?”

As inequality continues to
grow, it will trigger more and
more rage, war and violence
until, as Pope Francis says,
capitalism is rejected, because
until then “no solution will be
found for the world’s problems
or, for that matter, to any

problems.”
Davos billionaires in the
clouds, narcissists not

‘Curious Capitalists’



AdaaT &t ey

Yes, inequality is the
world’s No. 1 unresolved
issue. When we last covered
it in 2011, our headline read:
“Super Rich at Davos: 40
years disaster: Income gap
peaking.” The impact of
inequality was obvious to us
back then. But not to WEF. In
their Global Crises 2011,
“Storms and Cyclones” was
the No. 1 risk, then Floods,
Corruption, Loss of
Biodiversity and lastly Climate
Change. Since 2012, “Income
Disparity,” the inequality gap,
has been the No. 1 problem.
And getting worse.

The Davos Forums were
founded in 1971. An earlier
feel-good mantra: “Committed
to improving the state of the
world.” This year’s mantra:
“Reshaping of the World:
Consequences for Society,
Politics and Business.” The
WEF is a neutral zone,
observing “profound political,
economic, social and, above

all, technological forces are
transforming our lives,
communities and institutions.”
Yes, typical Swiss neutrality in
the midst of war, and profiting
from it.

Paradoxically, global
inequality has gotten worse in
the years since WEF was
founded. Why? Because it
exists as a club for capitalists.
A few years ago we warned
that WEF is “failing. In 40
years the Haves got richer.
Have-nots got shafted.
Something’s terribly wrong.
When it comes to global
economics, Davos really is a
disaster. Their economics a
disaster. Capitalism a disaster.
The Davos’ world view is a
disaster.”

That was 2011: And
unfortunately, “the Super Rich
cannot see this reality as they
metaphorically cruise along at
50,000 feet or hobnob with
world leaders and celebs
searching for another deal.
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They can’t even see the risks
at Davos.

Yes, Davos does have a
thick-slick report about global
risks, even warns readers that
it only takes three happening
simultaneously to trigger a
global shutdown.” Interesting.
But contacts are all that count.

Capitalism’s collective
brain won’t change without a
revolution

Today’s billionaires,
tomorrow’s trillionaires, all live
in a culture that breeds
blindness, a culture with a
collective brain brilliantly
explained by a 30-year-old
former Wall Street hedge fund
trader in his recent New York
Times piece. His last bonus
was only $3.6 million and he
“‘was angry because it wasn’t
big enough.” He was in it to
become a billionaire.

His description of Wall
Street’s addictive brain is
classic. Tells you why
capitalism can’t stop, will
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eventually self-destruct and
take the world with it: “Not only
was | not helping to fix any
problems in the world, but |
was profiting from them.
During the market crash in
2008, I'd made a ton of money
by shorting the derivatives of
risky companies. As the world
crumbled, | profited. I'd seen
the crash coming, but instead
of trying to help the people it
would hurt the most, people
who didn’t have a million
dollars in the bank, I'd made
money off it.”

“In the end, it was actually
my absurdly wealthy bosses
who helped me see the
limitations of unlimited wealth.
| was in a meeting with one of
them, and a few other traders,
and they were talking about the
new hedge-fund regulations.
Most everyone on Wall Street
thought they were a bad idea.
‘But isn’t it better for the
system as a whole?’ | asked.
The room went quiet, and my

boss shot me a withering look.
| remember his saying, ‘| don’t
have the brain capacity to think
about the system as a whole.
All I'm concerned with is how
this affects our company.’
Myopic, greedy narcissists.
As long as this addictive
mind-set  controls the
collective brain of global
capitalism, the war between
capitalism and inequality will
get more and more intense,
exploding into violence and
revolutions against the Super
Rich. They are not, and may
never be “Curious Capitalists.”
They stay isolated in
Davos bars, or cruise at
50,000 feet in their Gulfstream
G650, a perk of their cultural
ideologies earned from their
ventures taking advantage of
the world’s 3.5 billion poorer
citizens, addicted to the perks
and power of capitalism,
remaining oblivious of the
political impact of economic
inequality, until it’s too late.
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Horizon

An Interview With
Marxian Scholar
Istvan Mészaros
by Eleonora de

Lucena

Mr. Istvan Mészaros, you
are coming to visit Brazil to
talk about Gyoérgy Lukacs.
As a profound expert of the
work of the philosopher, how

do vyou evaluate the
importance of his ideas
today?

Gyo6rgy Lukacs was my
great teacher and friend for
twenty-two years, until he died
in 1971. He started publishing
as a politically conscious
literary critic almost seventy
years earlier, moving toward the
discussion of fundamental
philosophical issues as time

Conversation with History

& Future Orientation

went by. Three of his major
works in that field -- History and
Class Consciousness (1923),
The Young Hegel (1948), and
The Destruction of Reason
(1954) -- will always stand the
test of time. His historical and
aesthetic studies on great
German, French, English,
Russian, and Hungarian literary
figures continue to be most
influential in many university
departments. Moreover, he is
also the author of a
monumental aesthetic
synthesis which, | am sure, will
see the light one day also in
Brazil. More fortunately, his
equally monumental volumes
on the problems of the ontology
of social being are being

published right now in this
country by Boitempo Editorial.
They address some vital
issues of philosophy which also
have far-reaching implications
for our everyday life and
ongoing struggles. What is
less well known about Lukacs's
life is that he was directly
involved at high levels of political
organization between 1919 and
1929. He was Minister of
Culture and Education in the
short-lived  revolutionary
government of 1919 in Hungary,
which emerged from the great
crisis of the First World War. In
the Party he belonged to the
"Landler Faction" -- indeed he
was its second in command.
This faction -- named after
Jend Landler, who was a
leading trade unionist before
becoming a high-ranking party
figure -- tried to pursue a
broader strategic line, with
much greater involvement of
the popular masses. Lukacs
was defeated in direct politics
in 1929. However, way back in
1919, in one of his articles (you
can find it quoted in my book on
Lukacs now published by
Boitempo), he warned that the
communist movement could
face a great danger when "the
proletariat turns its dictatorship
against itself." He proved to be
tragically prophetic in this
warning. In any case, in all of
his public roles, political as
much as theoretical, one can
find his great moral stature
always in evidence. Nowadays
we read so much about
corruption in politics. One can
also see Lukacs's importance
as a positive example, showing
that morality and politics not

only ought to (as Kant
advocated it) but also can go
together.

Mr. Lukacs and you have
both lived lives that unite
theory and practice. What is
the difference between
being a Marxist militant in
the 20th century and today?

The painfully obvious big
difference today is that the
major parties of the Third
International, which had a
significant organizational force
and even electoral influence
once upon a time, like the
Italian and French Communist
Parties, imploded not only in the
East but also in the West. Only
very small communist parties
remained faithful to their
erstwhile principles in the West.
This implosion happened a long
time after Lukacs's death.
Naturally, as a militant
intellectual for more than fifty
years, he would be quite
devastated by this development
today. But parties are historical
creations which respond, in
good or bad ways, to changing
needs. Marx was active well
before the constitution of any
major party that later could join
the Third International. As to the
future, some radically effective
parties may well be
reconstituted if the conditions
significantly change. But the
issue itself is much broader.
The need to combine theory
and practice is not tied to a

specific organizational form. In
fact one of the most crucial
tasks in terms of combining
theory and practice is the
principled examination of the
difficult question of why the
implosion of those parties, East
and West alike, had actually
taken place and how that
historic failure could be
remedied in actual historical
development.

What does it mean to be
a Marxist today?

Much the same as
envisaged by Marx in his own
days, but of course in the light
of the historically changed and
changing circumstances. For
Marx insisted right from the
beginning that, in contrast to the
past, a crucial characteristic of
the socialist evaluation of the
problems that must be
confronted is self-critique. To
be critical of what we oppose is
relatively easy. This is
because it is always much
easier to say no than to find a
positive form through which the
necessary changes can be
realized. It takes a true sense
of proportion: understanding
both the negative factors --
including the most difficult part,
self-critique -- and the positive
potentialities upon which

progress can be made. It is
therefore essential to
reexamine, with

uncompromising self-critique,
even the most problematic
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historical developments of the
last century, together with their
once cherished expectations, if
we want to overcome the
contradictions of our side in the
future. The pressure of time
and the ongoing conflicts of
current historical situations tend
to divert us from following this
course of action. But the
orienting principle of combining
critique with genuine self-
critique will always remain an
essential requirement.

After the end of the
USSR, many predicted the
failure of Marxism. Then,
with the economic crisis that
started in 2008, many
predicted the end of neo-
liberalism and the return of
Marxist ideas. In your point
of view, is Marxism
expanding or not?

You are right, one must be
careful about hastily drawing
sanguine conclusions in either
direction. They are often
generated by wishful thinking,
rather than historical evidence.
The collapse of Gorbachev's
government did not solve any of
the problems in question in the
USSR. The senseless "end-of-
history" fantasy of Fukuyama
does not make the slightest
difference. Nor is it possible to
dismiss neo-liberalism simply
on the ground that its
aggressively promoted
triumphalist ideas and policies
are not only dangerously
irrational -- in view of their
attitude to war -- but in their
day-dreaming advocacy of
"liberal imperialism" today
rather absurd. For under
certain conditions even

dangerous absurdities can
command massive support, as
we know from history. The
real question is what are the
underlying  forces and
determinations which make
people follow blind alleys in
opposite directions. The
change in mood which puts
Marx's Capital on fashionable
coffee tables -- not for study, of
course, but for show, as what
they call a "conversation piece"
-- does not mean that Marxist
ideas are now advancing
worldwide. The deepening
crisis we are experiencing in
our time is of course
undeniable, generating
worldwide protest. But finding
sustainable solutions to the
causes which tend to erupt
everywhere requires the
elaboration of appropriate
strategies and also
corresponding forms of
organization which could match
the magnitude of the problems
at stake.

And how about
conservative ideas? Are
they gaining more adherents
or not?

At one level, they are
undoubtedly gaining more
adherents, even if not on the
ground of sustainable
conservative ideas. Not
changing is often much easier
than changing a formerly
established mode of behavior.
It is the actual historical
situation which induces people
to go in one direction rather
than the other on the ground of
being more or less favorable to
the chosen way. But the
question remains: is the

adopted course really tenable?
There is a well-known law of
physics, in the field of electricity,
which says that the electric
current follows "the line of least
resistance." This is also true
about the situation of many
social conflicts which decide,
even if only temporarily, in
which direction a given problem
is settled for the time being,
depending on the relation of
forces (i.e. the strength of the
resistance to the current
situation) and on the
realizability of suitable
alternatives. The long-term
viability of one adopted course
rather than another is by no
means a guarantee of the best
outcome. Often the opposite is
the case. In our historical
situation, the viable long-term
answers would require
incomparably greater effort
than trying to follow the "course
that worked in the past" instead
of facing the challenge and
burden of a radical structural
change. But the problems are
enormous, and the interplay of
social forces is always
incomparably more complex
than the direction of electric
currents. For it is very doubtful
that the "well-tried" conservative
line of least resistance could
work even in the medium run,
let alone in the long run.

What would be a good
definition of the current
historical period?

This is the most important
question in our historical period
in which crises manifest on
different planes of our social
life. For if we are concerned
with envisaging a historically
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sustainable solution to our
grave problems, then the
understanding of the real nature
of the contradictions in question
is essential. Epochal conflicts
and antagonisms are amenable
only to epochal solutions. It is
very confused to talk about
capitalism as a "world system."
Capitalism covers only a
limited period of the capital
system. It is the latter that
constitutes the real world
system, extendable well beyond
the historical sustainability of
capitalism itself. Capitalism as
a mode of societal reproduction
is characterized by the
overwhelmingly economic
extraction of surplus labor as
surplus value. However, there
are also other ways of securing
capital accumulation, like the
already known modality of
political extraction of surplus
labor, as was done in the USSR
and elsewhere in the past. In
this sense, it is important to
notice the fundamental
difference between the
traditional cyclical/conjunctural
crises of the past, belonging to
the normality of capitalism, and
the structural crisis of the
capital system as a whole,
which defines the current
historical period. This is why |
always tried to stress that our
structural crisis -- which can be
dated approximately to the late
1960s and has been deepening
since that time -- needs
structural change for its
feasible lasting solution. And
that certainly cannot be
accomplished on the "line of
least resistance."

What are the three most
important figures of the 21st
century so far?

As we know, the 21st
century is still very young and
many surprises are still in
store. But the political figure
who made the greatest impact
in the unfolding history of the
21st century -- an impact which
is bound to last and to be even

extended -- was the late
President of Venezuela, Hugo
Chavez Frias, who died in
March 2013. Of course, Fidel
Castro was also still very active
in the first half of this decade,
but the roots of his major
historical impact go back to the
late 1950s. On the
conservative side, if he was still
alive, | would not hesitate to
name General de Gaulle. No
one matches his historic
stature on the conservative
side so far in this century.

And how about the most
surprising event so far?

It is probably the speed
with which China succeeded in
catching up with the US
economy, reaching now the
point when overtaking the US
as the "engine of the world" (as
they complacently call it) is
considered to be only a matter
of a few years. It was
foreseeable for a very long
time that one day this will
happen, given the immense
size of the Chinese population
and the annual rate of growth in
the economy. But many
experts were putting the date of
its happening several decades
further ahead in the future.
However, it would be very naive
to imagine that China can
remain immune to the
structural crisis of the capital
system, just because its
financial balance sheet is
incomparably healthier than
that of the US. Even the
Chinese surplus -- trillions of
dollars -- could evaporate
overnight in the midst of a
turmoil in the not-too-distant
future. The structural crisis, by
its very nature, is bound to
affect the whole of humanity.
No country could possibly
claim immunity to that, not
even China.

Crises are part of
capitalism. What is the
balance of this latest crisis,
which erupted five years
ago? Who won and who
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lost?

Part of capitalism? Yes
and no! Yes in the limited
sense that the financial crisis
erupted with dramatic intensity
in the most powerful capitalist
countries of the world, which
like to call themselves
"advanced capitalism." But so
much of their "advancement" is
built not only on (past and
present) exploitative privileges
in their relations of power
(political as well as economic)
vis-a-vis the so-called "Third
World," but also on the
catastrophic indebtedness of
their economic reality. | wrote
in 1987, in an article published
in Brazil in 1989, that "the real
debt problem" is not -- as was
claimed at the time -- the debt
in Latin America, but the
insoluble debt of the United
States which is bound to end
with a colossal US default and
corresponding magnitude of
economic earthquake for the
entire world. Two years ago,
when | last lectured in Brazil, |
pointed out that the US debt is
counted in the astronomical
sum of 14.5 trillion dollars,
anticipating its inexorable
increase. Today we are moving
toward 17 trillion dollars, and
we go on, and on, and on.
Anybody who can imagine that
this is sustainable in the future,
or that it is not going to affect
everybody in the world when
the process of inexorably
growing indebtedness is bound
to lead to a paralyzing halt,
must live on a different planet.

Is capitalism
strengthened or weakened
by the crisis?

Traditional cyclical/
conjunctural crises used to
strengthen capitalism in the
past, since they weeded out
unviable capitalist enterprises
and thereby actively promoted
what Schumpeter idealizingly
called "creative destruction."
The problems are much more
serious today, because the
structural crisis affects even
the most fundamental
dimension of humanity's social
metabolic control, including
nature, in a perilous way. Thus
talking about "creative
destruction" under the present
conditions is utterly self-
complacent. Instead, it is
much more accurate to
describe what is happening
today as destructive production.

The crisis provoked
policy changes in many
countries. It is possible to

discern a general
movement, more to the right
or to the left?

For the time being, more
to the right than to the left. All
governments of the
capitalistically advanced
countries -- and by no means
only them -- adopted policies
which try to remedy the
problems through "austerity"
and cuts in real wages as well
as in the already precarious
standard of living of those who
are often described as "the
under-privileged." And the "line
of least resistance" helps the
extension, or at least the
toleration, of the dominant
conservative institutional
responses to the crisis. But it
is very doubtful that such
policies, which now tend to
favor the right, can produce
lasting remedies.

As you predicted,
poverty has increased in
recent years, even in the
core countries of capitalism.
In the US, inequality
increased. In the UK there
is a movement to give food
to the poor -- something that
had not happened since the
Second World War. What is
wrong with capitalism? Is it
possible that capitalism can
no longer generate enough
growth for humanity?

Food parcels given to the
very poor are not the only
visible signs of this aspect of
the crisis, nor are they confined
among the capitalistically
advanced to the UK. | wrote in
Para além do Capital
(published in English in 1995
under the name Beyond
Capital) about the coming soup
kitchens. In the last two or
three years we could see them
on our television screens on a
major scale also in the most
"advanced" (and privileged)
country: the USA. Certainly
there is something deeply
wrong -- and totally
unsustainable -- with the way in
which growth is pursued under
capitalism. For some forms --
by their nature cancerous -- of
growth are prohibitive even in
terms of the elementary
conditions of sustainable
ecology,because they are
blatant manifestations of
"destructive production." At the
same time so much s
squandered as "profitable
waste," while countless millions
now even in the most
capitalistically advanced
countries have to endure

extreme hardship. A few days
ago the former Prime Minister
of Britain, John Major, was
complaining that this winter so
many people in Britain have to
"choose between food and
heating." | quoted him in 1992,
at the time still Prime Minister,
when he was asserting with
utmost self-complacency:
"socialism is dead, capitalism
works." And | added, "we must
ask: capitalism works for whom
and for how long?" The choice
between heating and eating,
which he is now forced to
acknowledge, is not exactly a
proof of how well "capitalism
works." In reality the only
meaningful growth is what
responds to human need.
Destructive growth, including
the vast military-industrial
complex -- call it "creative
destruction” -- can
demonstrate only failure. The
only historically sustainable
growth for the future ahead of
us is what provides both the
goods in response to human
need and the resources to
those who need them.

The crisis increased
unemployment in many
regions and rocked the
welfare state in Europe.
Multitudes took to the
streets to protest in Spain,
Portugal, France, England,
Greece, etc. In the US, the
Occupy Wall Street
disappeared. What should
be the result of these
movements? Is there any
connection among them?
Are leftwing parties
benefiting from these

movements or not?

In contrast to its
propagandistic idealization, the
welfare state in actuality was
always limited to a mere
handful of capitalist countries,
and even there it was built on
very shaky foundations. It could
never be extended to the rest of
the world, despite the uncritical
promotion of "modernization
theories of development," which
were always structured in the
contradictory framework of the
capital system. The real long-
term trend of development
pointed in the opposite direction
to the idealized welfare state.
The objectively identifiable trend
was characterized by me
already in 1970 as the
"downward equalization of the
differential rate of exploitation."
This includes the striking
differences in hourly wage
levels for workers for exactly
the same work in the same
transnational corporations (e.g.
on the assembly lines of the
Ford motor car company) in
"metropolitan" as opposed to
"peripheral" countries. And the
trend continues to assert itself,
being still very far from its
necessary extension. Protests
in many capitalist countries are
understandable and are bound
to intensify in the future. They
arise from the ground of this

important long-term
socioeconomic trend of
perverse "equalization."

Understandably, the parties
operating within the framework
of parliamentary politics cannot
benefit from them, because
they themselves tend to

accommodate their objectives
to the constraining limits from
which the negative
consequences for the welfare
state necessarily follow.

Lukacs saw unions as
the most important
organization of civil society.
In your view, is it still valid?

Lukacs's views on this
subject were rightly influenced
by his aforementioned
comrade and friend, Jend
Landler, who was a leading
union militant before becoming
the head of the same party
faction in which Lukacs also
played a leading role. Lukacs
is right about the continuing
importance of unions, with one
major qualification. For what
cannot be stressed enough is
that the potentiality of trade
unions has been (and
continues to be) very badly
affected by the division of the
organized  working-class
movement into the so-called
"industrial arm" (trade unions)
and the "political arm" (parties)
of labor. The positive
potentiality of unions cannot be
realized until this harmful
division, which damages both of
them, is significantly remedied.

What about the so-called
Arab Spring? Has it ended?
No link between the
movements in the Arab
world and Europe? Some
see a new conflict in the
region. Does that make
sense?

The impact of the Arab
Spring tended to be greatly
exaggerated at the time when
we witnessed the first dramatic
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events, and then quite
unreasonably it was minimized
when the mass demonstrations
in North Africa receded. Yet,
none of the underlying
problems has been resolved so
far in a single one of the
countries concerned. Thus the
protests are bound to continue
in the future, focusing also on
some grave economic
contradictions (which resulted
in food riots in the past,
reluctantly acknowledged even
by prominent establishment
journals, like The Economist in
London), not only on the political

many of these protests were
dismissed as "single-issue
movements," with no
implication to the overall health
and stability of the established
social order. Nothing could be
further from the truth. It is true
that the great variety of protests
we witness today in different
parts of the world does not fit
into the channels and modes of
action of traditional politics. But
it would be foolish to take that
as evidence of their irrelevance.
On the contrary, they point to
the much deeper grounds of the
accumulating problems and

pursued by the most extreme
forces within the overall
decision-making organs of the
US administration. Yet, there
are limits to everything, even to
the most sanguine neo-liberal
and neo-con adventurism.

How does the Internet
change the political struggle
today?

The Internet certainly
helped in the communication
and cohesion of protest
movements, as evidenced in
the recent past. But it should
not be forgotten that it has also
provided major resources --

and military dimension. The
upheavals will continue,
whatever the name of the
season attached to them in the
media. Also, it should not be
forgotten that some European
countries once had massive
colonial interests in North Africa
and in the Middle East, and
there are attempts to revive
them, quite visible also today.
No one should imagine that
imperialism has  been
consigned to the past.

Brazil is also in a phase
of many protests. How do
you analyze this process? Is
there a connection to what is
happening in the rest of the
world?

It is impossible today to
find any part of the world in
which there are no serious
social protests. They also
seem to focus on many
different issues, creating the
superficial impression that
there is no connection among
them. But that is also a self-
deception. Often in the past

contradictions. At the moment
no strategic coalescence is
visible. Their general
characteristic seems to be that
they are probing the constraints
and searching for more
effective ways of articulating
their concerns. We are
witnessing an unfolding
process. Its significance is
likely to have great
consequences in the future.

In these manifestations
around the world, some see
US action aiming to
destabilize governments.
Does that make any sense?

That is a great
oversimplification. The US is
undoubtedly in the forefront of
the international conflicts and
conflagrations, as the
overwhelmingly dominant
power of global hegemonic
imperialism. But the issues go
much deeper than what could
be settled by "destabilizing
governments." In some limited
cases that can happen and
indeed can be successfully

indeed, given the direct
assistance of various capitalist

states, much greater
resources -- to the forces on
the other side of the

confrontation. But, in any case,
on both sides the Internet can
provide only subsidiary help, no
matter how weighty. The
issues themselves can only be
resolved on the very ground
from which they arise. And that
concerns the fundamental
structural determinations of our
social order.

How do you evaluate
today the relationship
between capitalism and
democracy? Are they
incompatible?

Capitalism and democracy
are not incompatible, save in
situations of extreme crises
which bring to the fore the
Hitlers and the Pinochets
wherever such crises erupt --
even in Brazil in the not-so-
distant past. The normality of
capitalist production is better
sustained under formally

democratic rules of control and
regulation. That is why
dictatorial regimes are
unsustainable in the long run
and they tend to revert, even in
Pinochet's Milton-Friedmanized
Chile, to politically more
manageable modes of formal
democratic regulation in the
overall framework of capitalist
interchanges.

In the US, the radical
right -- who do not accept a
little reform in the health
system that will benefit the
poor -- led the country to the
edge of the abyss. This
situation put big business
and finance at risk. How to
explain this?

The health service in the
US is only a part of the recently
witnessed crisis. More
fundamentally, it is inseparable
from the astronomical debt of

nearly 17 trillion dollars
mentioned earlier. For the
moment a partial

accommodation has been
made between the Democrats
and the Republicans, so that
the next date for the unsolved
trillion-dollar question -- namely
the very end of 2013, when it is
expected to come up again -- is
not likely to bring an
international suspense again.
But we can be sure that this
issue will return before long,
with increasing severity. 17
trillion dollars is so huge that
we cannot find in the entire
world a carpet big enough
under which it could be swept,
as is customarily done to
postpone the solution of
problems.

Is it possible to say that
the Democratic Party has
gone far to the right and
failed to isolate the radical
right of the Republican
Party?

It is difficult to say which of
the two parties is more to the
right than the other. But they
are both equally wrong in being
too far to the right to be able to
face the grave problems of their
society.

How do you analyze the
Obama administration and
the state of democracy in the
us?

President Obama
promised so much that has
never materialized under his
presidency. Itis enough to think
of Guantanamo in this respect.
But this is not a matter of any
particular president. Power
structures cannot be
understood in personalized

terms. We should recall a
television interview with former
Democratic President Jimmy
Carter, who cried, with tears in
his eyes, saying that "the
president is powerless." In fact
he has accomplished much
more since he left the
presidency than what he could
do during the years of his
office.  We haven't seen
President Obama crying on
television so far. But "there is
a first time for everything," as
the famous adage puts it.

The US spies on the
whole world. Recently a
scheme of American
espionage in Brazil,
involving interests in oil and
minerals, was revealed.
What must Brazil do to
defend its sovereignty?

This issue borders on
insanity. Spying on everybody
as a potential enemy, even on
heads of state of friendly
governments. One could laugh
it off if the underlying problem
were not so serious. What
must be also remembered is
that protecting sovereignty
cannot be confined to the
domain of international law and
politics. International law is
pathetically weak in this
respect, not to mention the
institutions charged with its
global respect. It is worth
recalling the title of a book by a
prominent liberal international
lawyer, Philippe Sands. It
reads Lawless World: America
and the Making and Breaking of
Global Rules. These matters
are decided by the actually
prevailing power relations. And,
of course, the preponderant
forces of global capital have the
lion's share in that process of
decision making. Sovereignty
cannot be protected without
attending to that critical side of
the problem, inseparable from
the preponderant power of the
giant corporations of
transnational capital.

Is the US power rising
or falling?

It would be more accurate
to say that it is stationary but
still the most dominant. The
conditions that make such
dominance still prevail are quite
tangible, from the US military-
industrial complex (warned
about by President Eisenhower,
unfortunately only in his farewell
speech) to the World Bank to
the US dollar as the world's
exchange currency. No other
country than the US can even
dream about imposing a 17-
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trillion-dollar debt on the rest of
the world. But dominance
resting on such foundations
can only be unstable.

What is your view of

China? In China poverty
declined. Is there socialism
in China?

China's achievements in
the field of production, including
the decline of poverty
mentioned in your question,
has been monumental. But
there are very big question
marks for the future. Above all:
how long can the productive
achievements be maintained
without inflicting irreparable
damage through the gigantic
resources required in the
domain of ecology? Moreover,
how long can the striking
inequalities be accepted
between the absolutely minimal
wage level of the working
population and the wealth of the
highly privileged? For socialism
is quite inconceivable without
substantive equality -- also in
China.

In the past, conflicts
inside capitalism resulted in
world wars. Is this
hypothesis on the horizon?

Opting for war used to be
an integral part of trying to solve
the otherwise unmanageable
problems among the
contending parties under the
rule of capital, including all-out
war twice experienced in the
twentieth century. With the
weapons of mass destruction it
has become impossible to
envisage the compatibility of
such "all-out" solutions with the
elementary conditions of
rationality. But there are
representatives of the "radical
right" who do not hesitate to
"play with fire" and even openly
advocate the full legitimacy of
playing with fire. Some of them
are very high in the established
rank of political hierarchy. Thus
President Clinton, for instance,
declared that "America stands
alone as the world's
indispensable nation." In the
same era British Prime Minister
Tony Blair's officially
acknowledged guru and Xavier
Solana's foreign policy adviser,
Robert Cooper, sang the
praises of aggressive "liberal
imperialism" in his writings. In
the same way, President
George W. Bush's director of
policy planning in the State
Department, Richard Haass,
insists on the need for more
aggressive imperialist strategy,
writing  that  "[i]mperial

understretch, not overstretch,
appears the greater danger of
the two," in the interest of
asserting the global hegemony
of the United States by
whatever means, explicitly even
war. Rationality is obviously a
great handicap in the pursuit of
such strategies. No one can
therefore say that the possibility
of even a world conflagration
can now be excluded from our
historical horizon.

Is it possible to say that
the US influence in Latin
America has declined in the
last decade?

Yes, the countries relevant
in this respect are listed in your
next question. And others may
well be added to them in the
future.

How do you analyze the
experiences of countries
like Venezuela (which
speaks of 21st century
socialism), Bolivia, Ecuador,
Uruguay, Argentina?

They have embarked on a
very difficult road on which,
undoubtedly, many obstacles
will be erected by the dominant
imperial power in the future.
The United States openly
declared that Latin America
was its "backyard," claiming
legitimacy for its domination
over it.

How do you evaluate
Brazil after ten years of PT
governments?

I first visited future
President Lula's office in 1983.
At that time | took a picture of
the office where one could read
the illuminated word:
"Tiradentes." | wondered then,
and | continue to wonder even
today, how much longer it will
take before we can say that the
national office of "Tiradentes"
has succeeded in pulling out all
those infected teeth causing so
much pain even in a country
with such great resources, in
every sense, like Brazil.

What is your view of the
relevance of socialist ideas
today?

I mentioned earlier that our
problems can find only
epochally sustainable solutions.
Other ways of attending to them
can be reversed, as we have
actually experience it in the
past. Socialist ideas have
been defined from the
beginning as requiring for their
realization a historical epoch,
although the immediate
problems from which they must
start, as their points of
departure, are very painful. In

other words, they require not
only the urgent services of
"Tiradentes" but also the
prevention of painful infections
in the long run. Socialist ideas
are therefore more relevant
today than ever before.

What countries or
parties represent socialism
today?

Only some very small
parties proclaim today their
allegiance to the ideas of
socialism. And there are no
countries which would even call
themselves socialist.

In the past, you used
the term "Mickey Mouse
socialism" for parties that
just toyed with the ideas of
socialism. Does this
continue to go on?

Not exactly. Mickey Mouse
socialism has become even
weaker. The ltalian Communist
Party -- once the party of
Gramsci and the Third
International -- at first converted
itself into what it called
"Democrats of the Left." And
then it found even the word
"Left" far too compromising. So
it re-baptized itself as the "Party
of Democrats." No more
Mickey Mouse. It is more like

Popeye who lost all his
spinach.
What are your

expectations about socialism
or communism in the future?
It will happen? It's just an
unattainable goal? How
about the risk of barbarism?

Rosa Luxemburg's

famous words about "socialism
or barbarism" | would have to
add: "Barbarism if we are
lucky." Because the
extermination of humanity is the
unfolding menace. For as long
as we fail to solve our grave
problems which extend over all
dimension of our existence and
relationship to nature, that
danger will remain on our
horizon.

Where should a Marxist
militant be today?

Contribute all he or she
can to find the lasting solution
of these major problems.

What is your plan for the
future?

Carry on working on some
long-standing projects which
concern all of us.
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Labour

and
Struggle

Dante Strobino

The National Labor
Relations Board on Jan. 15
issued its broadest complaint
yet against major transnational
corporation Walmart for violating
workers’ rights. It says that the
company illegally fired and
disciplined more than 117
workers, including those who
participated in actions that took
place in June 2012 to demand
better pay and more workplace
rights.

According to a press
release issued the same day by
“Making Change at Walmart,”
which is anchored by the United
Food and Commercial Workers
Union: “The complaint finds that
Walmart sought to intimidate
and silence workers through
illegal activity in 14 states,
naming 63 individual store
managers and [David Tovar],
the company’s vice president of
communications. Most
troublesome, it shows a
systematic policy of unlawful
retaliation conceived at the
executive level, yet again
demonstrating  Walmart’s
perception that it is above the
law.”

If Walmart is found guilty,
workers could be awarded back
pay, reinstatement and the
reversal of disciplinary actions.
Additionally, the company could
be required to inform and
educate all employees of their

legally protected rights. Walmart
has until Jan. 28 to respond to
the complaint.

Walmart workers fight back
against corporate greed

The NLRB’s action would
not have occurred without the
courageous struggle of Walmart
workers. Despite intense
intimidation from their bosses at
all levels of the corporate chain,
from floor-level supervisors to
the corporate spokesperson,
these workers have joined in
strikes and job actions in
hundreds of cities and dozens of
states, most notably during and
after “Thanksgiving” shopping
rushes in late November 2012
and 2013.

“Walmart workers like me
are calling for better jobs for all
Americans,” said Colby Harris,
a fired worker from Lancaster,
Texas, who is quoted in the
press release. “It's not right that
so many of us are struggling to
get by on less than $25,000 a
year while the Waltons have
more wealth than 42 percent of
[U.S.] families combined. Today
the federal government

confirmed that Walmart is not
above the law, will be held
accountable, and | have rights.”

Walmart, like many
corporations, refuses to
schedule workers for full-time
work schedules of 40 hours per
week. “OUR Walmart” is
organizing around a demand
that all 1.3 million Walmart
employees get paid at least
$25,000 a year, which a vast
majority do not earn. Meanwhile,
Walmart made $17 billion last
year in profits and the Waltons
— the richest family in the U.S.
— have accumulated $144.7
billion in net worth, which has
come from superexploiting and
grossly underpaying its workers.

Walmart workers must
continue to struggle to make
sure that the Board’s complaint
gets implemented. Yet, some
Walmart workers are winning
individual cases in several
states. In Kentucky, Walmart
rehired an unjustly fired worker,
Aaron Lawson, and provided full
back wages for the time he was
out of work. He had been fired
after he distributed informational

leaflets and challenged the
company’s efforts to intimidate
those calling for better wages
and consistent work hours.

In California, workers won
an important ruling by the NLRB
against Walmart for 11
violations of workers’ rights after
so-called “Black Friday” worker
protests in 2012.

Warehouse workers take
action A federal court in Los
Angeles ruled on Jan. 12 that
Walmart and its warehouse
operator must face trial to
determine whether they are
liable as “joint employers” for
violating the workplace rights of
hundreds of workers at three
southern California warehouses.
The workers filed a class action
lawsuit in October 2011. They
alleged that those who load and
unload Walmart’'s truck
containers — many of them
longtime employees at these
warehouses — were routinely
forced to work off the clock,
denied legally required overtime
pay and retaliated against when
they tried to assert their legal
rights or even asked how their
paychecks had been calculated.

The workers are organizing
together through “Warehouse
Workers United,” a campaign of
the Warehouse Workers
Resource Center and a
member of the Food Chain
Workers Alliance.

Warehouse workers in the
Chicago area, who are
organizing with the United
Electrical Workers Union and
“Warehouse Workers for
Justice” campaign, have also
won millions of dollars of back
pay for unjustly disciplined
warehouse workers, including
those employed by a Walmart
operator. Workers are fighting
for heat in an Indiana Walmart
warehouse where many got
frostbite while working during the
recent polar vortex subzero

Walmart workers must continue to struggle

temperatures.

For more than two years, a
rising tide of unorganized low-
wage workers have stood up to
and challenged some of the
largest corporations, such as
Walmart, McDonald’s and Bank
of America. The unorganized
are increasingly uniting with
unionized workers in their cities
and forming local worker
assemblies that seek to unite all
workers in the fight for higher
wages, dignity, rights and
democracy on the job.

In Baltimore, the “We

Deserve More Workers
Assembly” has brought together
SuperShuttle airport
transportation workers,

employed by transnational
corporation Veolia, and is linking
them with fast-food, Walmart
and public employees. Despite
a massive show of airport
police, who ejected them from
the SuperShuttle holding lot, 35
decorated cars, including many
SuperShuttle employees and
labor and community
supporters, made their way to
the Baltimore-Washington
International Airport loop on Dec.
21 to conduct a “Caravan for
Justice” in support of the shuttle
drivers.

“We Deserve More
Workers Assembly” will host a
mid-Atlantic regional Workers
Assembly on Feb.15 to build a
fighting program of action. Learn
more about this at
peoplespowerassemblies.org

As part of the Southern
Workers Assembly, workers are
forming  “Local Worker
Assemblies” in Goldsboro,
Charlotte and Raleigh, N.C.
They are uniting fast-food
workers and low-wage public
service workers, including city
workers, state mental health
workers, education workers, and
others to challenge their bosses
and right-wing politicians.
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