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Nelson Mandela has surely been venerated by more

millions in his litetime than any political figure in history

David Beresford

Floral tributes to former
president Nelson Mandela, pile
up beneath his statue on
Mandela Square at Sandton
City, in Johannesburg.

AP Floral tributes to
former president Nelson
Mandela, pile up beneath his
statue on Mandela Square at
Sandton City, in Johannesburg.

For South Africans
exhausted by the struggle
against one another, Nelson
Mandela filled the need for a
unifying figure who could give
them a vision of nationhood

Nelson Mandela has
surely been venerated by more
millions in his lifetime than any
political figure in history. In
working to free his country
from racial division, he led an
essentially peaceful revolution,
culminating in his release from
prison in 1990 and the post-
apartheid election of 1994,
which saw him elected as the
first president of a democratic
South Africa. The world
responded to the qualities it
perceived in the man, as well
as to the scale of his
achievement.

Was he born to it, this
child of royal descent? His
uncompromising defiance of a
cruelly repressive government
— as commander of Mkhonto
we Sizwe (MK), the Spear of
the Nation — spoke loud. Was
he a great general, or a great
politician, this herdsboy who

became a president and
more? Was he a great orator?
Or was his statesmanship
what mattered, bringing peace
to a nation that seemed
destined for bloody racial war?
Curiously, Mandela’s
greatness seems to have lain
in all these things, and yet in
none of them.

Early life

His birth, into the royal
house of the Thembu people,
was central to the man. But as
royalty goes, his place in
Xhosa tribal society was
barely of the high-born. His
father, Gadla Henry
Mphakanyiswa, was a
descendant of a 19th-century
tribal monarch, Ngubengcuka,
but through the so-called “left-
hand house,” which did not
stand in the direct line of
succession. His mother,
Nosekeni Fanny, was the third
of four wives, and Rolihlahla
“pulling the branch of a tree”
or, more colloquially,
“troublemaker” was the
youngest of his father’s four
sons.

A child’s world is bounded
by what they see. When
Mandela was born at Mvezo,
near Umtata, 120 miles north-
east of East London, in the
native reserve of the Transkei
in the Eastern Cape, he was
an aristocrat in his small world,
even if his first duty, aged five,
after the family moved to
nearby Qunu, was as a

shepherd. At the age of seven,
he went to school, the first of
his family to do so. On that first
day he was given the name of
Nelson to answer to; each
child had to have an English
as well as an indigenous
name.

In the family tradition, he
was groomed to become a
counsellor to the future king,
Sabata. He was sent to a
Methodist mission school,
Clarkebury, 25 miles south-
west of Umtata. At 19, he
moved to another Methodist
school, Healdtown, in Fort
Beaufort, 175 miles south-west
of Umtata, and then to nearby

Fort Hare University College,
at the time South Africa’s only
black university.

Mandela greatly enjoyed
university, particularly boxing
and athletics, and nursed an
ambition to become a civil
servant and interpreter about
as high a position as a black
man might aspire to in those
days. But his ambition seemed
to be crushed when, in 1940,
in his second year, as a
member of the student
representative council he was
expelled for his part in a
rebellion over poor quality food.
He returned to Mghekezweni to
find another potential disaster
— an arranged marriage was
being planned for him.

To escape the nuptials, in

1941 he ran away to
Johannesburg, where he
landed a job as a

nightwatchman guarding the
compound entrance of a gold
mine.

By this time Mandela had
abandoned his dream of
becoming an interpreter in
favour of a career in the law. A
cousin introduced him to the
future ANC leader Walter
Sisulu, then running an estate
agency in central
Johannesburg who took him to
a local law firm.

At the office and at
Sisulu’s home, he began
mixing with more radical

members of black society. He
also met his first wife, Evelyn
Mase, a cousin of Sisulu. She
was a trainee nurse from the
Transkei, four years younger
than her future husband. They
married in 1944 and had two
sons and two daughters, both
called Makaziwe, since the first
died in infancy. The marriage
broke up in 1956 after Evelyn,
reputedly demanded that
Mandela choose between her
and the ANC, and divorce
followed in 1958.

Political foray

His first appearance on
the political stage came in
1944, with the launch of the
ANC Youth League, a ginger
group determined to radicalise,
or replace, the staid leadership
of the ANC. Mandela was a
founder executive member.

Then, in 1948, the
exclusively Afrikaner Nationalist
party won the whites-only
general election, and began to
institute its policy of apartheid
across South Africa. In
response, the ANC started
looking for alliances with
communist and Asian groups
to organise civil disobedience
campaigns. By then, thanks in
large part to the youth league,
the ANC had been rejuvenated.
Chief Albert Luthuli was
president, Mandela his deputy.
A measure of his new
prominence was that he got
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In a more politicized tribute, Palestinian activists erected a photo of Mandela next to Yasser
Arafat, a leader of Palestinian people and former head of Palestine Liberation Organization:

his first banning order.

In August of that year,
Mandela, having abandoned
his LLB but now qualified as an
attorney, set up a law
partnership with the man who
would stand in for him during
the long years of
imprisonment, Oliver Tambo.

But while the two
attorneys used their legal
know-how to promote their
political ends, the failure of
conventional campaigning to
stop the removal of the black
population of the
Johannesburg suburb of
Sophiatown in February 1955
convinced Mandela that the
ANC had no alternative but to
take up armed resistance: “A
freedom fighter learns the
hard way that it is the
oppressor who defines the
nature of the struggle, and the
oppressed is often left no
recourse but to use methods
that mirror those of the
oppressor.” The political
objectives of this new urgency
were defined in the Freedom
Charter, drawn up over two
days in June 1955 by an ANC-
led rainbow alliance known as
the Congress of the People.

The government, however,
pre-empted further action
when, in December 1956, it
arrested Mandela and 155
other activists for high treason,
on the grounds that the charter
implied communist revolution.

While the hearing had a
disastrous effect on his law
firm, Mandela had the
consolation during it of meeting
Nomzamo Winifred “Winnie”

Madi- kizela. They got married
in June 1958, and in August he
was back in court. The
prosecution was struggling to
demonstrate violent intent and
the trial was still dragging on
when, on March 26, 1960, 69
Africans demonstrating against
the pass laws were shot dead
by the police in Sharpeville, 35
miles south of Johannesburg.
By the time the trial ended a
year later, with the remaining
29 defendants acquitted, it had
become a platform for the
declaration of ANC ideals.

Straight after the verdict,
Mandela went underground,
earning himself a reputation as
the “black pimpernel” as he
stayed one step ahead of the
authorities. In June 1961, he
persuaded the ANC leadership
to pursue a course of violence,
with himself as the head of
MK, and immediately recruited
Sisulu and the white
communist Joe Slovo to lead a
force whose cutting edge was
a small group of explosives
experts.

Reluctant to cause loss of
life, MK first made its presence
felt through explosions at
government installations in
December 1961.

In the new year, Mandela
got his first taste of the world
outside South Africa, when he
went on a whirlwind tour of the
continent.

Returning home, he was
finally captured in August
1962, masquerading as a
chauffeur. He was sentenced
to three years for incitement,
and another two years for

leaving the country without a
passport. Then, in October
1963, he was brought to court
again as the “number one
accused” in the Rivonia trial,
alongside those ANC leaders
arrested at the farm that July,
and charged with sabotage.
Looking back, it seems
inconceivable that those
accused of treason at Rivonia
could have been hanged, but
such an outcome was entirely
plausible. A member of the
Johannesburg bench privately
claims that he saved them by
persuading the trial judge,
Quartus De Wet, to change his
mind over a cup of tea in the
judicial common room, just
before he returned to court for
sentencing. De Wet, it seems,
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had been set on hanging.

Mandela’s determination to
show dignity in the face of the
gallows almost invited the
attentions of the hangman. The
draft of his now famous
defence statement was
returned to him by
apprehensive lawyers. They
begged him to excise the last
paragraph, arguing that it was
likely to antagonise the judge.
But he refused.

The reading of the
statement took four hours. It
denied foreign influence or
recklessness in settling on a
programme of sabotage, and
emphasised the ANC's desire
for a non-racial democracy.
Mandela spoke the last
paragraph from memory,
looking straight at De Wet:
“During my lifetime | have
dedicated myself to this
struggle of the African people. |
have fought against white
domination, and | have fought
against black domination. |
have cherished the ideal of a
democratic and free society in
which all persons live together
in harmony and with equal
opportunities. It is an ideal
which | hope to live for and to
achieve. But if needs be, itis an
ideal for which | am prepared to
die.” He was sentenced to life
imprisonment.

Release

Released on February 11,
1990, the following year he was
still struggling to keep the mask
on — hands dug into a trench
coat in the public gallery of the
Rand supreme court, staring
impassively as his wife Winnie
was pilloried on kidnapping and

assault charges. A six-year jail
sentence was reduced on
appeal to a fine. It was not until
his appearance before the
same court — for his divorce in
1996 — that it became
apparent that the reservoirs of
love had finally run out.

Soon after the divorce, he
was travelling in the company
of Graca Machel, widow of the
Mozambican president and
ANC ally Samora Machel, who
had died in an air crash 15
years earlier. Marriage followed
in 1998, on Mandela’s 80th
birthday. Graca, too, survives
him, as do 17 grandchildren
and nine great-grandchildren.

Sometimes Mandela was
like a stage magician, forced to
perform by his followers’
passionate belief that he was
the real thing. Perhaps this need
to demonstrate charisma
explained his attachment to the
glamour of the very rich. In
speeches, he often used to
boast of his ability to milk
wealthy businessmen for good
causes. But, at times, there
was suspicion as to how “good”
— or, more specifically, how
independent of his own
interests — the causes were.

In the second half of the
20th century, South Africans,
exhausted by the struggle with
themselves and against one
another, had need of a unifying
figure to give them a vision of
nationhood. Mandela saw the
need, donned the mask that
the role demanded and gave
his life for his people. There
lies his greatness, and hence
the tears that flow at his death,
in a much beloved country.
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'This is Rape Number Two'

Tarun Tejpal was one of the
partners in India Ink, the publishing
house that initially published my
novel The God of Small Things. |
have been asked by a number of
journalists for my reaction to the
recent events. | have been hesitant
to say anything because of the

a gargantuan scale. Ironically, in
other parts of the country the
sponsors of ThinkFest have
contributed to creating a climate in
which scores of adivasi women have
been raped and murdered, and
thousands of people have been
imprisoned as well as killed. Several

howling media circus. It
seemed vile to kick a man
when he was down,
especially when it seemed
pretty clear that he would
not get off lightly and that
punishment for what he
had done was coming his

lawyers have said that
according to the new law,
the nature of Tarun’s
sexual assault amounts
to rape. Tarun himself
has admitted to his crime
in his own emails and
text messages to the

way. But now | am not so

sure. The lawyers have moved in,
and the big political wheels have
begun to spin. My silence is liable
to be vested with all sorts of absurd
meaning.

Tarun was a friend for many
years. With me he was always
generous and always supportive. |
have been an admirer of Tehelka too,
albeit on an issue to issue basis. To
me Tehelka’s great moments were
when it published Ashish Khetan’s
sting operation on some of the
perpetrators of the 2002 Gujarat
pogrom and Ajit Sahi’'s work on the
SIMI trials. However, Tarun and |
inhabited very different worlds and our
views (on politics as well as literature)
far from bringing us together, caused
us to drift apart. What has happened
now has not shocked me, but it has
broken my heart.

The evidence against Tarun
suggests that he has grievously
sexually assaulted a young colleague
of his during the 'ThinkFest', an
intellectual' carnival run by him in
Goa. The ThinkFest was sponsored
by a consortium of Mining
Corporations, some who are
themselves accused of misdeeds on

woman he assaulted.
From his position of uncontested
power as her boss, he then loftily
apologized to her, and then in an act
that can only be described as
delusionary, announced his own
punishment—six months of leave in
order to "lacerate" himself. Now that
it has become a police matter, on the
advice of fat cat lawyers whose
services only the very rich can afford,
Tarun begun to do what many men
accused of rape do—vilify the woman
he preyed on and call her a liar.
Outrageously, it is being suggested
that Tarun is being 'framed' for political
reasons—presumably by the Right-
wing Hindutva brigade. So now a
young woman who he very recently
saw fit to employ, is not just a loose
woman, but an agent of the fascists?
This is Rape Number Two: the rape
of the values and the politics that
Tehelka claims it stands for, and an
affront to those who work there and
who have supported it in the past.

It is the hollowing out of the last
vestiges of integrity, political as well
as personal.

Free, fair, fearless. That is
Tehelka’s definition of itself. Where is
courage now?
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A Congress rout and the
AAP success are the most
obvious results of recent polls.
Both are spectacular, in their
own ways. Even BJP’s landslide
victory in Rajasthan and Madhya
Pradesh pales in comparison,
for these two open up new
possibilities.

Why a party whose legacy
of anti-colonial struggle had lost
sheen generations ago, whose
top leadership is in the grip of a
seemingly disinterested and
incompetent dynasty, that lacks
any organised cadre, coherent
ideology, social base, and
whose average leader appears
more of a wheeler-dealer, and
scamster, should continue to get
close to thirty percent of votes
from Indians even in worst of
times, is a genuine mystery.
That the Indian social analyses,
barring a few exceptions, have
tried little to unravel this mystery,
is not only an indication of their
intellectual limitations, but also
of their ideological biases. The
enduring success of Congress
indicates seamier side of liberal
democracy in general, which
bourgeois social sciences try
more to paper over than explore.

From voters’ perspective
elections  under liberal
democracy are an exercise in
choice, but not in freedom.
When people vote, they are not
acting as citizens shaping their
social world, but as little men
and women facing pre-existing
structures of social power. The
magic of elections under liberal
democracy is precisely this.
They offer a choice, the choice
is not fake, its collective
outcome is uncertain, yet the
choice is already pre-
determined in ways that by and
large reproduce pre-existing
power structures. That is why,

exercising franchise is not
necessarily a marker of
democratic exercise, and
leaders of fascist persuasion
are often the loudest votaries of
compulsory voting. But that is
not all. If elections were mere
gears in a machine that simply
revolved on and on, they would
be quickly become a ritual, like
those under state socialism in
which the Party and leaders
always got more than 95%
approvals. Elections under
liberal democracy in contrast
provide flexible adjustment of
state political functionaries to
changing social conditions.
They allow reflection of changes
in public opinion, demography,
gender politics, caste equations
and balance of class forces,
whose origins lie somewhere
else, onto state politics.
Punctuated adjustment with a
time lag produces a sense of
drama. Personae on stage
appear as victors and losers, for
voters there is enough stage
space to allow their hope,
vengeance or gratitude to play
their part. For a time, and only
for a time, the impersonal
structure of state power
becomes humanly palpable.
However, it does not take
long for the alienation to set in;
which pollsters tick as the ‘anti-
incumbency’ factor in their
calculations. It is indeed an irony
that while the regimes
espousing ‘historical material
forces’” made their leaders and
Parties permanent fixtures post
revolution, the dialectic of
electoral politics in liberal
regimes, with its rich play of
human emotions and drama, is
inherently impersonal. Leaders
and parties fail and succeed by
vote swings of low single digits
involving fence sitters. Pundits
routinely declare these as
‘harbinger of fundamental
change’, emergence of a 'new
voter’, etc. But the fact remains
a certain class of issues rarely
enter electoral arena. For
instance, why do numerically
minuscule rich have such an
overwhelming influence over
state policies? Why are persons
of questionable morality voted in
by so many ordinary folks? Why
do people at large know so little
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about the business of running
government? How come state
in India has become so
business friendly in the past
decade, without voters actually
being asked to vote on the
issue? Answers to these
questions point towards those
enduring structures of power,
which the system of elections
does little to reveal. This is also
why the drama of elections is
mostly so shallow, and
momentous victories like that of
Janata Party in 1977, and of
Congress after Indira Gandhi’s
murder are quickly forgotten.

All of the above appears to
be contradicted by the rise of
AAP. Here is a party that has
characterised the entire political
class as corrupt, which has
made its funding transparent,

whose election cadre by and
large are not careerists hoping
for returns for their labour, but
genuine volunteers, archetypal
aam aadmis, andaurats, they
really went to the people, for
instance while formulating
constituency wise manifestos
during mohalla meetings. In
most aspects AAP’s electoral
practice was opposite of
established politics. Does not its
success mean a fundamental
shift, emergence of a new
culture of politics with great
possibilities?

We will address the above
question momentarily. But first,
certain other facts about the
electoral strategy of AAP, which
despite their significance are
getting little credence in media
driven political discourses; such

is their poverty. AAP’s audacity
in fielding candidates in all
constituencies, and Arvind
Kejriwal himself standing against
the sitting Chief Minister,
immediately catches the eye.
However, perhaps the more long
lasting legacy for electoral
politics would be the sheer
intelligence of AAP’s campaign.
It would have been clear to AAP
strategists that while they can
rely on support of sections of
middle class and young voters,
their  success crucially
depended upon getting votes
from the vast under class of the
capital, living in bustees and
unregularised colonies. Punjabi
Hindu and Bania middle classes
of Delhi are core voters of BJP.
They are its sustained vote
bank, having voted for different
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avtars of the right wing party
over generations. It is indeed
surprising that while decrying
the politics of vote banks,
analysts rarely mention this vote
bank of the BJP, such is the
hegemony of upper caste
prejudices in the country. It goes
to the credit of AAP leadership
that it harboured no such
prejudices while planning its
campaign, and focused clearly
on the goal. It needs emphasis
that Arvind Kejriwal had run his
NGO in a bustee of Delhi and
unlike some other activists, who
are more of media
commentators anyway, he must
have had a good sense of
politics there. Even picking
broom (jhhadoo) as the election
symbol was a masterstroke.
The lowly household object of
great utility, but considered
impure in the hierarchy of caste
symbols, at once conveyed an
unambiguous symbolic
message to dalit castes (AAP
won 9 of the 12 SC reserved
seats in the assembly). The
candidates appeared to be
selected after careful analysis of
every constituency, its
demography, and localised
strengths and weaknesses of
other party candidates. It was
easier for AAP to do so, as it
had a clean slate while selecting
candidates. Candidates for
most of the constituencies were
chosen to be closer in social
profile to the majority of voters,
that is of the under-class, than
any other political party. On
average candidates of AAP had
less assets and had lower
educational qualifications than
candidates of the other two
major parties. AAP propaganda
presented itself as a result of the
self-mobilisation of the people at
large. That is how it mobilised
funds, and its election cadre
largely came and campaigned
on their own. Its election
strategy however was not the
result of widespread

consultations among mobilised
cadre. It can not be said to be a
consequence of the
autonomous organisation of
either the cadre, or under class
voters, who voted for it in large
numbers. The strategy was
formulated within a closely
guarded top leadership. Nor can
the AAP success be attributed to
sustained work of self-
governance among the
deprived, as for instance has
been the case in some Latin
American cities. Rather than
focusing on concrete issues of
governance, AAP’s campaign
took a morally attractive stance
(anti-corruption, transparency,
probity in public life etc.) which
worked well to milk the
widespread anger against the
Congress government.

There is little doubt that
transparency and probity are
much missed virtues in India’s
political life. But they determine
little of the political agenda, they
can go as well with communal
fascist, populist or a socialist
programme. Without clarity on
its actual programme of
governance, it is not clear how
AAP plans to deal with
contradictions among the social
bases of its successful election
strategy. And such
contradictions do exist,
notwithstanding commentators
who are already pronouncing
recent elections as proving the
end of ‘the politics of cleavage’
(Dipankar Gupta, TOI, 6.12.13).
It is essential to address this
argument, because in a way it
also informs AAP’s political
programme. In the current
Indian context the new politics is
believed to be of aspirations,
development, good governance,
transparency and probity,
against the old one of identity.
Pray, when did the majority of
voters in India, who are mainly
poor, did not want good roads
and hospitals? Were they really
so stupid to continue voting for

corrupt and incompetent
brethren from their caste and
religion, even while the latter
were only interested in their
family fortunes? Perhaps they
were, and failed to appreciate
the virtues of their vote. But then,
how they have now begun to see
virtues of good governance? An
enduring artifact of liberal
imagination is that of a public
sphere in which all, rich and
poor, dalits and swarns, men
and women, can participate
equally to deliberate and direct
society on issues of common
concern. It fails to ask that if
society is actually cleaved along
class, caste and gender planes,
then why would they not show
up in public? Or, if they do not
seem to be showing in public,
then what else is there to make
this happen? Time and again,
from fascist propagandists to
liberal ideologues, public
arguments and political
programmes are presented to
create a mood (again the good
human touch amidst the world
of impersonal social structures)
that we are all in it together
(except for a tiny minority), and
if the ‘it’ is good we can all
celebrate together, if it is bad,
the solution is at hand.

The main contradiction AAP
faces is between its middle
class core, whose political
vision it espouses in many
ways, and city’s under-class,
whose votes it consciously
wooed. Here is an account of an
election meeting of AAP which
the writer of this note attended.
The meeting took place in a
cooperative group housing
society in South West Delhi.
Audience was belonged to
middle to upper middle class,
both retired and employed. The
constituency is mixed, besides
apartment blocks, it has
neighbourhoods of migrant
workers, as well as traditional
inhabitants of rural Delhi,
dominated by the Jat caste.
AAP candidate was a currently
unemployed young man from a
nearby bustee who had given
up his tea stall near Maruti car
plant in Gurgaon to join Anna’s
Jan Lokpal movement. He was
introduced belonging to a family
of soldiers, both his father and
grand father having retired from
the Indian Army. He had failed to
complete his school education
due to family circumstances. He
belonged to the Yadav caste,
lower in caste hierarchy to the
dominant Jat caste. Despite the
evident lack of cultural capital,

he presented himself with
considerable self confidence,
and addressed pointed
guestions about his
qualifications with remarkable
dignity. The main speaker was
a sociology professor, and this
was the gist of his argument:
Electoral politics in country has
become a den of corrupt, mainly
because the educated do not
vote, and those who vote do so
for money and liquor. To save the
country from corrupt politicians
and the morass of vote bank
politics, it is high time that the
educated take this opportunity to
assert themselves, particularly
now when a party as transparent
as the AAP is in the fray. The
good professor knew the
psychology of his audience well.
As everybody knows, there is a
subtext to such arguments,
which feeds into the self
perception of middle classes as
the sole holders of social virtue.
The ‘vote banks’ for upper caste
Hindus are spectre of Muslims,
Dalits and OBCs voting en
mass for particular parties and
candidates. It is clear that the
message of AAP campaign in
bastees would have been
different to ensure the success
it got. The very housing society
in which this speech was given
employs security guards and
maids from nearby
neighbourhoods, to which in fact
its candidate belonged. It is well
known that security guards are
not given statutory minimum
wages, they are made to work for
twelve hours for a wage of eight.
AAP’s campaign pitched shrill
against corruption at high places,
which should be there, but what
about this everyday form of
corruption? It is doubtful if AAP
raised this corruption issue
during its campaign in bastees.

For the under-class of the
city the main source of anger
against existing government
was the price rise. Within the
ambit of its anti-corruption
discourse, AAP addressed price
rise only through the promise of
reduction in the regulated price
of electricity tariff. It is a mark of
the success of the ideological
hegemony of bourgeois property
that while the price rise is
attacked by all, rarely a word is
heard against hoarders and
traders. The neo-liberal political
economy judges hoarding
perfectly legitimate, and market
price the ultimate gospel. The
richest capitalist of the country
is widely believed to be hoarding
natural gas, which otherwise

has been declared a national
asset, till he gets the price he
wants. Neither the current
government, nor any future
government is likely to take any
action. AAP campaign did not
break the ranks on this score. By
all accounts, AAP got a
significant proportion of Muslim
votes, but its campaign did not
address the communal fascism
of Mr Modi’s party in any way.
Going forward, the main
trouble for AAP would be that
while the votes of the under-
class have made it successful
this time, its one point anti-
corruption agenda is too
focused to include other
demands of this group of voters.
The BJP is sitting smug with the
current situation in Delhi in
which no party can form
government. It knows well that if
assembly elections are held
along with national elections, its
Modi onslaught will get it back a
significant segment of middle
class and young voters who
voted for AAP this time. Other
parties would try to re-energise
their patronage networks in
bastees of the city to get back
their share of votes from there.
If AAP intends to remain ahead
of its competitors, it will need to
plan for something else, besides
what it did right this time. A state
which appears merely corrupt to
propertied and privileged, is
actually a very brutal and
authoritarian in its every day
interactions with the under
class. Within its current anti-
corruption orientation, AAP can
try to take up this issue of great
concern to the poor. This will
deepen its asset of socially
committed  youth  from
neighbourhoods, like its
candidate referred to earlier, and
might help it to build a
permanent base among the the
city bastees. But it is a hard,
long drawn out task whose
outcomes are only incremental.
If it succeeds in ensuring the
democratic rights of the poor,
that would be its more long
lasting contribution to Indian
society than its victory in this
round of elections. In fact while
doing that AAP will be
confronting those enduring
structures of power that
elections in liberal democratic
regimes hardly touch, and its
work would have already gone
beyond the drama of elections.
Would its army of volunteers,
many of them from comfortable
backgrounds, have stomach for
rocking the boat that hard?
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