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Comrades! Let us look
carefully into the conditions of
our life; let us observe that
environment wherein we pass
our days. What do we see? We
work hard; we create unlimited
wealth, gold and rich fabrics,
brocade and velvet; we dig iron
and coal from the bowels of the
earth; we build machines, ships,
castles, railways. All the wealth
of the world is created by our
hands, is obtained by our sweat
and blood. And what reward do
we receive for our hard labor? In
justice we should live in fine
houses, wear good clothing,
and in any case not want for our
daily bread. But we all know very
well that our wages scarcely
suffice for a bare existence. Our
bosses lower the wage-rates,
force us to work over-time,
unjustly fine us. In a word, they
oppress us in every way, and, in
case of dissatisfaction on our
part, they promptly discharge
us. We time and time again
discover that those to whom we
turn for protection are friends
and lackeys of our bosses. We,
the workers are kept in
ignorance, education is denied
us, that we may not learn to

struggle to improve our
conditions. They hold us in
bondage, discharge us on the
slightest pretext, arrest and exile
anyone offering resistance to
oppression, forbid us to struggle.
Ignorance and bondage — these
are the means by which the
capitalists and the Government,
always at their service, keep us
in subjection.

What means do we have to
improve our conditions, to raise
our wages, to shorten our
working day, to protect
ourselves from abuse, to read
intelligent and useful books
Everybody is against us -- the
bosses (since the worse off we
are, the better they live), and all
their lackeys, all those who live
off the bounty of the capitalists
and who, at their bidding, keep
us in ignorance and bandage.
We can look to no one for aid;
we can rely only upon
ourselves. Our strength lies in
union; our salvation in united,
stubborn, and energetic
resistance to our exploiters.
They have long understood
wherein lay our strength, and
have attempted in all manner of
ways to keep us divided, and
not to let us understand that we
workers have interests in
common. They cut wages, not
everybody’s at once, but one at
a time. They put foremen over
us, they introduce piece work;
and, laughing up their sleeves at
how we workers toil at our work,
lower our wages little by little.
But it's a long lane that has no
turning. There is a limit to
endurance. During the past year
the Russian workers have
shown their bosses that slavish
submission can be transformed

into the staunch courage of men
who will not submit to the
insolence of capitalists greedy
for unpaid labor.

In various towns strikes
have broken out; in Yaroslavl,
Taikovo, Ivanovo-Voznesensk,
Belostok, Vilna, Minsk, Kiev,
Moscow and other towns. The
majority of the strikes ended
successfully for the workers, but
even unsuccessful strikes are
only apparently unsuccessful. In
reality they frighten the bosses
terribly, cause them great
losses, and force them to grant
concessions for fear of a new
strike. The factory inspectors
also begin to get busy and
notice the beams in the
capitalists’ eyes. They are blind
until their eyes are opened by
the workers calling a strike.
When in fact do the factory
inspectors notice
mismanagement in the factories
of such influential personages
as Mr. Tornton or the
stockholders of the Putilov
factory.

In St. Petersburg, too, we
have made trouble for the
bosses. The strike of the
weavers at Tornton’s factory, of
the cigarette workers at the
Laferm and Lebedev factories,
of the workers at the shoe
factory, the agitation among the
workers at the Kenig and
Varonin factories, and among
the dock workers, and finally the
recent disturbances in
Sestroretsk have proven that we
have ceased to be submissive
martyrs, and have taken up the
struggle. As is well known, the
workers from many factories
and shops have organized the
"Union of Struggle for the

B3 Life of working class and Struggle

Emancipation of the Working
Class," with the aim of exposing
all abuses, of eradicating
mismanagement, of fighting
against the insolent oppressions

of our conscienceless
exploiters, and of achieving full
liberation from their power. The
"Union" distributes leaflets, at
the sight of which the bosses
and their faithful lackeys tremble
in their boots. It is not the leaflets
themselves which frighten them,
but the possibility of our united
resistance, of an exhibition of
our mighty power, which we
have shown them more than
once. We workers of St.
Petersburg, members of the
"Union" invite the rest of our
fellow workers to join our
"Union" and to further the great
cause of uniting the workers for
a struggle for their own
interests. It is high time for us
Russian workers to break the
chains with which the capitalists
and the Government have bound
us in order to keep us in
subjection. It is high time for us
to join the struggle of our
brothers, the workers in other
lands, to stand with them under
a common flag upon which is
inscribed: Workers of the World,
Unite!

In France, Great Britain,
Germany, and other countries,
where the workers have already
united in strong unions and have
won many rights, they have
established the 19th of April (the
First of May abroad) [Before the
October Revolution the Russian
calendar was 13 days behind
the West-European] as a
general Labor holiday.

Forsaking the stuffy
factories, they march in solid
ranks, with bands and banners
along the main streets of the
towns; showing the bosses the
whole might of their growing
power, they gather in numerous

large  meetings, where
speeches are delivered
recounting the victories over the
bosses in the preceding year,
and indicating the plans for
struggle in the future. Through
fear of a strike, not a single
factory owner fines the workers
for absence from work on this
day. On this day the workers
also remind the bosses of their
chief demand: the eight-hour
working day — 8 hours work, 8
hours sleep, and 8 hours rest.
This is what the workers of
other countries are now
demanding. There was a time,
and not so long ago, when they,
like we now, did not have the
right to make known their needs.
They, too, were crushed by want
and lacked unity just as we now.
But they, by stubborn struggle
and heavy sacrifices, have won
for themselves the right to
discuss together the problems
of the workers’ cause. We send
our best wishes to our brothers
in other lands that their struggle
should quickly lead them to the
desired victory, to the time when
there shall be neither masters
nor slaves, neither workers nor
capitalists, but all alike will work
and all alike enjoy life.

Comrades! If we will
energetically and wholeheartedly
strive to unite, the time will not
be far distant when we, having
joined our forces in solid ranks,
will be able openly to unite in
this common struggle of the
workers of all lands, without
distinction of race or creed,
against the capitalists of the
whole world. And our sinewy
arm will be lifted on high and the
infamous chains of bondage will
fall asunder. The workers of
Russia will arise, and the
capitalists and the Government,
which always zealously serves
and aids the capitalists, will be
stricken with terror!
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One of the most important
and yet most neglected
determinants of the outcomes
of the economic crisis and
resultant deepening of social
inequalities and immiseration is
the 'class struggle'. In one of
his most pithy metaphors, Karl
Marx referred to class struggle
as 'the motor force of history'.
In this essay we will analyze

the central role of class
struggle, its impact and
reflection in economic

decisions and, most especially,
the different methods and forms
, according to the particular
classes engaged in class
struggle.

Having clarified the types
and methods of class struggle,
we will turn to the specific
results of class struggles in
different regions and countries:
the different policies adopted as
a result of class struggle reflect
the balance of class power at
both the national and regional
level.

In the last section, we will
compare and analyze a series
of case studies of class

Motor Force for Historical

Regression or Advance

struggles, highlighting the
particular class configurations
of power, the changing nature
of class struggle (CS) and the
concrete contingencies, which
need to be taken into account
in order for the 'class struggle
from below' to effectively
counter-act the class offensive
from above.

The Two Faces of the
Class Struggle: 'From Above
and Outside' and 'From
Below'

Too often writers conceive
of class struggle as actions
taken by workers for working
class interest, overlooking the
equally significant (and in our
epoch even more important)
class struggle organized and
directed by the ruling classes
via the state.

The entire panoply of neo-
liberal policies, from so-called
'austerity measures' to mass
firings of public and private
employees, to massive
transfers of wealth to creditors
are designed to enhance the
power, wealth and primacy of
diverse sectors of capitol at the
expense of labor. To
paraphrase Marx: class
struggle from above is the
motor force to reverse history -
to seize and destroy the
advances secured by workers
from previous class struggles
from below.

Class struggle from above
and the outside is waged in
boardrooms, stock markets,
Central Banks, executive
branches of government,
parliaments and Congresses.
Decision makers are drawn

from the ruling class and are 'in
their confidence'. Most
strategic decisions are taken by
non-elected officials and
increasingly located in financial
institutions (like the International
Monetary Fund, European
Central Bank and the European
Commission) acting on behalf
of creditors, bondholders and
big banks.

Class struggle from above
is directed at enhancing the
concentration of wealth in the
ruling class, increasing
regressive taxes on workers
and reducing taxes on
corporations, selectively
enforcing regulations, which
facilitate financial speculation
and lowering social
expenditures for pensions,
health and education for

workers families. In addition,
class struggle from above is
directed at maximizing the
collective power of capital via
restrictive laws on labor
organizations, social
movements and public workers'
collective bargaining rights.

In other words, class
struggle penetrates numerous
sites besides the 'workplace'
and the strictly 'economic
sphere'. State budgets over
bailouts are sites of class
struggle; banks are sites of
class struggle between
mortgage  holders and
households, creditors and
debtors.

The fact that 'class
struggle from above' usually
precludes public
demonstrations is largely

because the ruling class
controls the decision-making
institutions from which to
impose its class policies.
Nevertheless, when institutional
power bases are fragile or
under siege from labor, ruling
classes have engaged in extra-
parliamentary and violent public
activity such as coups-d'état,
'appointed technocratic
regimes', and engaged in
lockouts, financial intimidation
and blackmalil, as well as mass
firing of workers and cooption
of collaborators within the
political class.

In time of severe crisis,
the ruling class nature of
political institutions and policies
becomes transparent and the
class struggle from above
intensifies both in scope and
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depth. Trillions of dollars are
transferred from the public
treasury to bailout bankers.
Hundreds of billions in social
cuts are imposed on workers,
cutting across all sectors of the
economy. During depressions,
the class struggle from above
takes the form of an all-out war
to save capital by impoverishing
labor, reversing decades of
incremental income and
benefits gained in previous class
struggles from below.

Class Struggle from
Below

Working class struggles
from below range from
workplace strikes over wages
and social benefits, to general
strikes to secure social
legislation (or to defend past
gains) or to prevent assaults on
living standards. In critical
moments, struggles from below
lead to social upheavals in the
face of systemic breakdowns,
destructive wars and autocratic
rule. The methods, participants
and results of class struggle
from below vary greatly,
depending on the socio-
economic and political context
in which class conflict ensues.
What is striking in the
contemporary period is the
uneven development of the
class struggle between
countries and regions, between
workers in the imperial creditor
countries and those in debtor
neo-colonial countries. The
class struggle from below is
especially intensifying among
some of the more dynamic
capitalist countries in which
workers have experienced a
prolonged period of intense
exploitation and the emergence
of a new class of ruling

billionaires linked to a dominant
one party elite - cases of China
and South Africa.

The Class Struggle,
Capitalist Crisis: The Ruling
Class Offensive

In time of capitalist crisis
with declining economic wealth,
growing threats of bankruptcy
and intense demand for state
subsidies, there is no basis for
sharing wealth - even unequally
- between capitalist, bankers,
creditors and workers, debtors
and rentiers. Competition over
shrinking resources intensifies
conflict over shares of a
shrinking pie. The ruling class,
facing a life and death struggle
over survival, strikes back with
all the forces - state and private
- at its disposal to ensure that
its financial needs are met .The
public treasury exclusively
finances its debts and
stimulates its recovery of
profits. Ruling class warfare
defines who pays for the crisis
and who benefits from the
'recovery ... of profits'. The
crisis is, by turn, a temporary
threat to the capitalist economic
system and then, in the course
of recovering from the crisis, a
political economic and social
pretext for a ruling class
general offensive aimed at
reversing labor and social
advances over the past half
century: Capitalist class
warfare dismantles the social
safety net and undermines the
entire legal and ideological
underpinnings of 'welfare
capitalism'. 'Austerity' is the
chosen term to mark the ruling
class' seizure of the public
treasury on its own behalf -
without any regard for its social
consequences. 'Austerity’ is

the highest form of class
struggle from above because it
establishes the arbitrary and
unilateral power of capital to
decide the present and future
division between wages and
profits, employment and
unemployment and the returns
to creditor states and the
interest and principal payments
of neo-colonial debtor states.

As crisis deepens among
debtor nations so does the
ruling class intensify its class
war on the workers, employees
and small business classes.
First, the creditor imperial
states, (in Europe the Troika -
the European Commission,
International Monetary Fund
and European Central Bank)
overthrow the constitutional
order by seizing control over
state power. Then they
proceed to decree macro and
micro socio-economic policies.
They decree employment,
wage and fiscal policies. They
decree the present and future
allocation of state revenues
between imperial creditors and
local workers. Class warfare
goes 'global': Regional
organizations, like the
European Union, which embody
formally equal members, reveal
themselves as imperial
organizations for concentrating
wealth among the dominant
banks in the imperial centers.

Class Struggle from
Below in Time of Crisis

The organizations of the
workers - trade unions,
pensioners' associations, etc. -
are ill-prepared to confront the
open and aggressive all-out
war of the ruling class. For
decades they were
accustomed to 'collective
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bargaining' and occasional
strikes of short duration to
secure incremental
improvements. Their parties,
labor or social democratic, with
dual loyalties to capitalist profits
and social welfare, are deeply
embedded in the capitalist
order .Under pressure of 'the
crisis', they abandoned labor
and embraced the formulae of
the ruling class, imposing their
own versions of 'austerity'.
Labor was abandoned; the
working classes were on their
own - without access to the
state and without reliable
political allies. The trade
unions, narrowly focused on
everyday issues and their
immediate membership,
ignored the mass of
unemployed, especially the
young unemployed, workers.
The class struggle from below
lacks the leadership, vision,
organization and state
resources, which the ruling
class possesses, to launch a
counter-offensive.  Class
struggle from below was, at
first, entirely defensive; to
salvage fragments of labor
contracts, to save jobs or
reduce  firings. The
fundamental problem in the
ongoing class struggle is that
the trade unions and many
workers failed to recognize the
changing nature of the class
struggle: The 'total war
strategy', adopted by the ruling
class, went far beyond pay
raises and profit reports and
embraced a frontal attack on
the living, working, housing,
pension, health and educational
conditions of labor. The politics
of 'social pacts' between labor
and capital was totally
discarded by the ruling class .It
demanded unconditional
surrender of all social demands
and seized the executive
prerogatives of the state to
enforce and implement the

massive re-concentration of
income and political power.

Under these conditions,
prevalent throughout Europe
and the US , what can be said
of the 'class struggle from
below'? More than ever the
class struggle has developed
unevenly between the new
imperial creditor centers and
the debtor working class
regions. The most advanced
forms of struggle, in terms of
scope, demands and intensity,
are found in Greece , Portugal
, Spain , ltaly and, to a lesser
degree, France and lIreland .
The least advanced forms of
working class struggle are
found in the United States ,
Canada , Germany , England ,
Scandinavia and the Low
Countries . Among the BRIC
countries, class struggle is
intensifying in China and South
Africa and, to a lesser degree,
in India , Russia and Brazil .

The issues raised in each
region are significantly different:
In China the working class is
demanding socio-economic
changes and is securing
positive improvements in
wages, working conditions,
housing and health programs
via 'offensive' class struggles.
In Brazil , the working class has
lowered poverty levels and
unemployment. In South Africa
, mining workers, despite
bloody massacres by the state,
have increased wages and
salaries.

For most of the rest, the
class struggles are defensive
and, in many cases,
unsuccessful efforts to defend
or lower the loss of
employment, labor rights,
social insurance and stable
employment. The most
intensive militant working class
struggles are taking place in
countries in which the offensive
of capital - the 'class struggle
from above'- has been most

David Harvey speaking on the issue of captial crisis and its
relationship with accumulation of captial by dissespation.
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prolonged, widest in scope and
deepest in terms of the cuts in
living standards.

The working class struggle
has been weakest among the
Anglo-American countries
where traditions of class
struggle and general strikes are
weakest. Their trade unions
have shrinking memberships;
the trade union leaders are
closely linked to capitalist
parties and there is a very
weak or non-existent political
identification with class
solidarity, even in the face of
massive transfers of state
revenues to private wealth, and
earnings from workers to
capital.

Class Struggle:
Studies

The most sustained and
successful advances in social
welfare and public services
over the past decade have
occurred in Latin America
where the crisis of capitalism
led to militant, broad-based
class movements, which
overthrew neo-liberal regimes,
and imposed constraints on
speculative capital and debt
payments to imperial centers
.Subsequently, nationalist
resource-based regimes re-
oriented state revenues to fund
employment and social
legislation. The sequence of
popular revolts and political
intervention, followed by the
election in most cases of
nationalist-populist regimes,
ameliorated the crisis and
sustained policies incrementally
advancing working class
interests.

In Southern Europe , in
contrast, the collapse of
capitalism led to a capitalist
offensive, led by imperial
creditors. They imposed the
most retrograde neo-colonial
regimes, engaged in savage
class warfare - while the
organized working class fell
back on defensive strategies
and large scale social
mobilization  within  the
institutional framework of the
existing capitalist state. No
political offensive, no radical
political changes and no social
offensive ensued. Movements
that do not move forward,
move backward. Each
defensive struggle, at most,
temporarily delayed a new set
of social reversals, setting in
motion the inexorable advance
of the 'class struggle from
above'. The ruling classes
have imposed decades of debt

Case

payments while pillaging
budgets for the foreseeable
future. The result will be the
lowering of wage structures
and social payments. New
employment contracts are
designed to concentrate greater
shares of wealth in the hands
of the capitalist class for
foreseeable future. The
policies, imposed via the class
struggle from above,
demonstrate that welfare
programs and social contracts
were temporary, tactical
concessions - to be definitively
discarded once the capitalist
class seized exclusive
prerogative powers and ruled
through executive decrees.
The financial classes of the
West have been bailed out and
profits have returned to the
banks, but the stagnation of the
'real economy' continues. The
working classes have, in
thought and via militant action,
realized that ‘'collective
bargaining' is dead. The state,
especially the foreign/imperial
creditor-banking state, holds
power without any electoral
mandate or claim to broad
representation. The fagcade of
parliamentary-electoral parties
remains as an empty shell.
Trade unions, in the most
militant instances, engage in
almost ritualistic mass protests,
which are totally ignored by the
imperial ruling class bankers
and their local political
collaborators. The Troika dons
ear plugs and blindfolds while
chanting for 'greater austerity'
for workers; in the streets, the
mantra of the destitute - 'Basta’
-echoes in executive palaces.
Final Reflections on the
Two Faces of Class Struggle
Unfortunately the ruling
classes, especially of the
imperial countries, have taken
Karl Marx's dictum that 'class
struggle is the motor force of
history' in a much more
consequential manner than the
labor movement and its
bureaucratic officials. They are
better students of Marx.
Taking up class struggle
from above and the outside as
their main strategic weapon,

the ruling classes have
launched the most
comprehensive, intensive

assault on the working class in
modern history. They have
reversed decades of social
legislation and wage and
employment gains. They have
dramatically lowered living
standards and established a

new framework to perpetuate
and deepen the transfer of
wealth for decades to come.

Those, namely labor and
the left, who refused to
recognize class struggle as the
central pivot for political action,
have been struck dead on the
head. The sustained class-
struggle from above shows no
limits and no constraints: every
social right is denied and every
economic resource is subject
to large-scale, long-term
pillage. A new radical ruling
class ideology has emerged
proclaiming that everything of
value should be taken and will
be taken and relegates the
peons to eat crow.

Despite being confronted
by this new extremist ideology
and practice, the practioners of
class struggle from below
continue to engage in the same
methods appropriate to other

engaged in pillaging the
economies of debtor countries;
a mass of unemployed youth
representing over 50% of
workers under 25 years of age;
a large sector of low-paid
temporary workers not covered
by social or labor legislation; a
majority of downwardly mobile
middle classes, especially
among public sector
employees and professionals -
in the process of being
'‘proletarianized' - losing job
tenures, pension benefits,
facing rising retirement ages;
bankrupt small business people
('petty bourgeois') facing
unemployment, loss of assets
and savings; and downwardly-
mobile skilled and semi-skilled
workers facing firings, cuts in
salaries and wages as well as
social benefits.

The deteriorating
conditions of these social

political movements reflecting
the weight of the new
dispossessed classes: the
specific demands of the
downwardly- mobile middle
class, businesspeople and
workers; the desperate
demand for jobs by the vast
army of unemployed youth with
no future. What is to be done?
Clearly parliamentary dissent
and electoral politics provide no
answers to those millions
losing homes, to those losing
businesses.

There are tens of millions
who have never known any
employment. Only action
directed at mobilizing the
unemployed to paralyze the
circulation of goods and
services; only collective action
directed at preventing
foreclosures of mortgage
holding households; only
demands for public works to

‘pragmatic’, 'consensual’ times
of limited struggles with
incremental gains or loses.
The failure to recognize the
radical changes is structural
and congenital. The labor
movement refuses to face new
class/realities, ones they had
failed to anticipate and a reality
they have categorically rejected.
'‘Class struggle' according to
the most up-to-date speeches
of the 'labor bureaucrats' was
superseded by 'modern
pragmatic understandings of
the common interests of labor
and capital'.

What is radical and
dramatic is the massive entry of
decisive new social class
actors. They include the rise of
non-elected officials to decisive
positions of power, forming the
"Troika" (the European Central
Bank, the IMF, the EU), the
equivalent of imperial viceroys,

classes cannot be altered by
workplace trade union activity
or by 'collective bargaining' -
only a political solution- a
change of political regime - can
shift economic resources from
debt payments to productive
job-creating investments. The
so-called 'Eurozone’ is, in
reality, a mini-empire of tributary
vassals and imperial states -
reforming empires has been
historically demonstrated to be
a futile enterprise.

The political class, as
currently constituted which
supports or operates as
opposition within the imperial
framework, is organically
incapable of reversing the
changes resulting from the
ruling class offensive. The
historical legacy of the ruling
class offensive and the
emergence of new systemic
'fault lines' demands new

provide jobs; only factory
occupations can save jobs;
only worker takeovers and
running of factories can provide
alternatives and build support
for regime change, a political
revolution and a break with the
tributary empire.

In the short run there can
only be international solidarity
among the workers in the
vassal states: the workers in
the imperial states - the U.S. ,
Germany , the Nordic states
and the UK are still bound and
tied to their respected ruling
classes. The future lies in
building bridges within and
between the millions of
exploited, excluded and
dispossessed who have lost
everything and have finally
recognized that only via the
class struggle can they recover
their humanity and a dignified
standard of living.
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- Tariq Ali

Former British Prime
Minister Margaret Thatcher has
died at the age of 87. Thatcher
was Britain's first female prime
minister, serving three terms in
office. Known as the "lron
Lady," Thatcher became
synonymous with austerity
economics as a close ally of
President Ronald Reagan. She
famously declared to critics of
neoliberal capitalism that "there
is no alternative." Her long-
running battle with striking
British miners dealt a major
blow to the union movement in
Britain and ushered in a wave
of privatizations. On foreign
policy, Thatcher presided over
the Falklands War with
Argentina, provided critical
support to the Chilean dictator
Augusto Pinochet, and
famously labeled Nelson
Mandela a "terrorist" while
backing South Africa's
apartheid regime. We go to
London to discuss Thatcher's
legacy with Tarig Ali, British-

On Late British PM’s Legacy
from Austerity to Apartheid

Pakistani political commentator,
writer, activist and editor of the
New Left Review. [includes rush
transcript]

Transcript

This is a rush transcript.
Copy may not be in its final
form.

AMY GOODMAN: We turn
to the breaking news of the
death of former British Prime
Minister Margaret Thatcher at
the age of 87. She was Britain's
first female prime minister,
serving three terms in office.
Known as the "lron Lady,"
Margaret Thatcher became
synonymous with austerity
economics as a close ally of
President Ronald Reagan. She
famously declared to critics of
neoliberal capitalism that,
quote, "There is no alternative."
Her long-running battle with
striking British miners dealt a
major blow to the union
movement in Britain and
ushered in a wave of
privatizations. On foreign policy,
Thatcher presided over the
Falklands War with Argentina
and provided critical support to
the Chilean dictator Augusto
Pinochet.

To discuss Margaret
Thatcher's legacy, we go now
to London, where we're joined
by Tarig Ali, British-Pakistani
political commentator, writer,

activist and editor of the New
Left Review.

In these last minutes we
have, Tariq, talk about the
legacy of, talk about the tenure
of the former British Prime
Minister Margaret Thatcher.

TARIQ ALI: Amy, there's no
doubt about it. She transformed
British politics. She basically
won over the opposition. Her
legacy is still very much in
force, so she's not at all dead
in terms of what is going on in
this country. Her policies are
being carried out by the
coalition government. Tony Blair
and Gordon Brown, New
Labour prime ministers, were
completely enthralled to her. She
was the first person invited by
Blair to 10 Downing Street when
he became prime minister, to
show how much he owed her,
and Gordon Brown did exactly
the same thing. So we have had
a continuum, that the process
Margaret Thatcher started off
was carried on by Blair, who
used rhetoric on the Iraq, Kosovo
and Afghan wars very similar to
the rhetoric she used on the
Falklands. And this policy has
continued. So her legacy is
effectively to have wrecked
Britain economically and to have
made it a total vassal state of the
American empire.

AMY GOODMAN: Tariq,
can you talk about the legacy of
Thatcherism for the working
class in Britain?

TARIQ ALI: Well, basically,
she took on the workers'
movement, which had become
very strong. Trade unions were
very powerful in this country,
and they were effectively
challenging capital by
demanding a share of the take,
and being quite successful.
The miners' union, one of the
most respected unions in the
country, challenged her. She
organized the state, the use of
the police, use of the secret
services, to defeat them. And
she did it, and she referred to
union militancy as "the enemy
within." She was very hot on
enemies, either abroad or at
home. And that phrase, "the
enemy within," has been used
subsequently against
dissidents of other sorts by her
SuCcessors.

AMY GOODMAN: Can you
talk about her foreign policy,
from the Falklands War-and we
only have a minute-to her
support of the apartheid
regime, calling Nelson Mandela
a terrorist?

TARIQ ALI: Well, she did
call Nelson Mandela a terrorist,
but one should remember that
the Western governments as a
whole were not at all friendly to
the ANC, sustained and
maintained apartheid, with a
few exceptions in Scandinavia,
throughout it. And Thatcher was
upfront about it. Her foreign
policy was deeply conservative

and reactionary, and that foreign
policy has not changed since
she was forced out on Europe.
Europe is still a big, big divisive
issue in the country and within
the Conservative Party as a
whole.

And so, on every level,
Amy, domestic level,
international level, Thatcherism
continues. One shouldn't
imagine that it's over. And | hate
to say this, but the fact that we
haven't come up, or no one
has-neither the center-left or
anyone else has managed to
come up with an alternative to
the Wall Street crash of 2008,
does indicate that there was
some truth in her statement
that there is no alternative, at
least as far as the mainstream
is concerned.

AMY GOODMAN: Tariq Ali,
| want to thank you for being
with us, British-Pakistani
political commentator, historian,
activist, filmmaker, novelist and
editor of the New Left Review,
joining us from London on this
late breaking news that the
former prime minister of Britain,
Margaret Thatcher, has died at
the age of 87.

That does it for our show.
Tune in tomorrow. Will Potter
of Green is the New Red will be
on to talk about how over a
dozen state legislatures have
introduced bills to target people
who go undercover to expose
farm animal abuse.
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- Black Feeling
We in the penitentiary
Are being tortured and tormented
Slowly distorted and tormented
Our lives a high commodity
An article of human trade
We be the new Amerikkkan slave
The prison system a common era
Privatized by tyrannical orgies
The future for us, jail or morgues
Warehoused, stocked and shipped
Fed enough to live another day
Worked to death to earn slave-wage pay
Convicts are the Amerikkan dream
We’'re the crust of their pie
Their creamy apple filling is mortified
A billion dollar industry
Can’t say stocks and bonds aren’t invested
Before implementing their plan, it was fool-proof tested
We have become the U.S.A.’s foundation
On which the economy stands
They confine, condemn, and reach no demands
Bob Barker knows
His toiletries tell no lies
We have become gold in disguise
Treated like cattle
Branded with numbers, that’'s how
We be the new mad bulls and cows
Soon to be auctioned off
Shipped over seas
To third world countries to build penitentiaries
In Penn-Cell-Veinia
This is where it all started
The USA's first capitalizer
Off the jailhouse market.
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