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e Punjab's outstanding debt is a staggering Rs

52,764 crore

e 76% of revenue receipts goes towards salaries,

pensions, interest

e Annual subsidy bill: Rs 4,000 crore

e The Planning Commission says Punjab will be
the slowest growing state in 2007-12. Projected
growth: 5.9% against national average of 9%.

e Education sector in a shambles.
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Candle Light Vigil to express
outrage at the gang-rape victim in

Kuljit Singh : About 300 plus in attendance, the residents of Brampton
and surroundings held three-hour candle light vigil in the heart of
Brampton to express outrage at the gang-rape of 23 year old student
Damini (Jyoti Singh Pandey) in Delhi (India) and to show solidarity
with community's demand for justice and stronger laws to punish
rapists. The vigil was organized by Punjabi Press Club of Canada.

fest mifoa AEg-AaT €
faaTg 33t €@ I 9 med g&e
gafemt wmydtar feg Ifde
ISt & 9793 T gHIAIAT
abet feg A &t Har it €
IS aledfretyt & a3t
fefenmaghyt €t »areret I35 fer
Agut faarar fS9 I/ yaTIaT
atar farur |

few Yiar 9793t grEteT9 © BT
& HHE3T H99 de o fEst Ag9-
7579 ©f Ulg3 § meutast &3t
fH®t ATEsaTIt MEHTT FTIE
IHCIS WaledHet 3 WaledHet

e fagrar &9 uge gost
fefenragnt & Hagea & Aigt
feetgaaT aaa fost ffg 23 rar
feforges &% I fwds a9
o mrBgsT i3t | fen Ha feaga
fefenraghnt & 3793 Aea9 &
WUtS 13t fa #igat '3 nifgnmarg
& 39 u@T et AUz Igs
gee A< | G5t few ia amiEr
FfenT fa it € 83 sat
Aar 3T &% fout yIehyr
FISTfenT A< | ANTfAT g4t ©
UN™S AETUI J13 A7 3T fa
wae gy feg g3t mia fe
fegg Aa=|

For advertisement and donations contact
HARBANS SINGH 416-817-7142
Email: ppapmg @gmail.com
Om Parkash Sharma 647-891-8500
Email : omjagraon @yahoo.com

Pro-People Arts Project Media Group

“Sarokaran Di Awaz” Newspaper
29 Mapleview Ave Brampton Ontario
Canada L6R 1M2
Email: ppapmg @gmail.com
Website: www.ppapmg.com
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| am going to begin this
post with reference to the book,
Journeying Forward dreaming
First Nations' Independence' by
Patricia Monture-Angus. Patricia
Monture-Angus is a Mohawk
woman, an activist, scholar, and
a university teacher. The book
speaks for itself. Therefor, rather
than quoting too much from her
work, | would encourage people
to read it. It is a well researched
work written with passion and
from the depth of her soul.
While reading it, | could feel her
frustration and anger. Her work
provides a valuable insight into
the issues that one can only
understand from an Aboriginal
perspective. No government
reports prepared by the
government appointed officials
can provide this clear vision of
the impact Canadian justice
system is having on First
Nations.

| admire the harshness of
her words and | believe it is
much needed to make an
awakening call, not only to the
non-Aboriginal communities
immigrated to Aboriginal lands
but and are oblivious to the fact
as to whose lands are these,
but also to some Aboriginal
leaders who are promoting the
Canadian justice system by
parterning in the programs with
recommendations that are full of
double standards, serving only
the best interest of the colonial
justice system.

No one could have said it
better than Patricia Monture-
Angus about the Royal
Commission on Aboriginal
Peoples as she states in the
Introduction on page 12 - "How
can a Commission established
by government order, with its
mandate drafted by a former
Supreme Court of Canada
justice (no matter how
sympathetic to Aboriginal
Peoples), merely in consultation
with Aboriginal Peoples, be seen
as a solution? Their mandate
was broad, but it remained one-

Why Natives
must have their
own justice

system-l|

sided. As reflected in the
Commissioners' desire to come
to a solution that Canadian
governments would accept, the
Commissioners did not disturb
existing power relationships
between the Crown and the
Indians. It is precisely this
relationship that needs
disturbing."

| am referring further to page
13 of her Introduction because
her intellectual mind and a strong
background in law has provided
very meaningful insights into the
ways Canadian law is playing a
manipulative role under the
umbrella of the Indian Act.

"l intend no disrespect to
the many men and women who
have suffered long and hard to
ensure that our collected Indian
voices have national volume.
Unfortunately, it is not essential
that there is anything really
"Indian" about an Indian Act chief
or the office that they occupy.
These people draw their limited
authority from a piece of federal
government legislation. If they
act on their inherent Indigeneous
authority, those actions are
either disallowed by the
Department of Indian Affairs or
worse yet are penalized (such
as by withholding of
discretionary band funding).
This, of course, is the recurring
theme of colonial intrusion."

I'll support her statement
with the following excerpt from
the Alaska Native Issues page of
Tribal Court Clearninghouse

"Supreme Court asks for
DOJ views on Alaska ICWA
case - The U.S. Supreme Court
has asked the Department of
Justice for the views of the
federal government to help it
decide whether to accept
Hogan v. Kaltag Tribal Council,
a case in which Alaska
questions whether federally
recognized tribes can resolve
Indian Child Welfare Act cases,
as reported by Indianz.com on
April 26.

In the case, Alaska

questions whether federally
recognized tribes can resolve
Indian Child Welfare Act cases.
Attorney General Dan Sullivan
believes the state's court
system takes precedence over
tribal court judgments. The case
involves a mother who was
convicted of murder and had a
drinking problem. The father did
not want anything to do with the
child. The Kaltag tribe took
custody, and the child was
adopted, with the consent of all
parties involved, by a Native
family that lives in Huslia. But
the state's attorney general,
contending that the state's court
system takes precedence over
a tribal court, wants to put a stop
to it. Indianz.Com. In Print -
http://www.indianz.com/News/
2010/019465.asp"

It is just one example to
affirm the fact that regardless of
the allowance of tribal authority,
the federal structure of justice
will continue to take precedence
over tribal laws, so what's the
point? It is an illusion that needs
to be broken and step out of.

On page 56, Patricia
Monture-Angus says, "A
property claim in Canadian law
does not have the capacity to
include the Aboriginal holistic
view of the land, because
ownership in Canadian law is
based on the linear notion of the
domination of land. A holistic
view of landholding enshrines
not only the linear concept of
ownership but also, at a
minimum, spirituality and
responsibility."

Page 88 "Court
proceedings are adversarial and
follow formal and often

unexpressed rules. It is a
process frequently foreign to
Aboriginal Peoples."

The case | am trying to
make here is that the current
justice system in Canada must
not be imposed on Aboriginal
Peoples. They already had a
perfect social, political, and
justice system working for them
and did not ask for it to be
replaced. It was forced upon
them without their consent, and
the tragedy here is that the
foreign law was imposed on
them, on their own lands.

In light of all the arguments
and quoted passages above, 'l
make a quick reference to a
report prepared by the Criminal
Justice Association of Canada
(CCJA) in 2000. The following is
an excerpt from the special
bulletin, Ottawa, May, 2000 by
CCJA, and other reports
following this one are not any
different in content.

There are different federal,

provincial, and territorial
approaches aimed at reducing
the rate of Aboriginal

incarceration, each attempting
to make the justice system
more responsive and culturally
sensitive to their needs. These
include expanded Aboriginal
policy and program initiatives
within the judicial system,
cross-cultural education for
those involved in the justice
system, and the use of
diversion, alternative measures
such as sentencing circles and
community justice committees
and healing lodges. The
implementation of these
approaches reflects a growing
understanding that Aboriginal

offenders have unique needs

and require alternative
programs.
The recommendations

made as part of the discussion
platform on the last page of this
report repeatedly makes
reference to cross-cultural
training, employment of
Aboriginal judges, and other
positions - basically assimilating
them into the current structure of
justice system. What they
repeatedly fail to understand that
assimilation is why there are so
many issues the Aboriginal
communities have to face in the
first place. They didn't have
these problems before the
invasion. These issues were
brought upon them, forcefully
and fraudulently.

Instead of assimilating the
Aboriginal intellectuals into the
current system of justice, why
not let the current justice
system run by the Aboriginal
Peoples? Why so little faith in
them? | would feel much more
comfortable in Aboriginal hands
than any other form of
government. Maybe then, there
is a hope for our planet. The
highly intellectual Aboriginal
Nations ran their affairs perfectly
for tens of thousands of years,
and without exploitation of the
environment. If the governments
of developed nations are so
concerned about the well being
of the Aboriginal communities,
then let them run their own
affairs for once. The real issue
here is not the incapability of the
First Nations but the
government's failure to admit
that the First Nations can do it,
and they will do it.
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Ontario government threatens teachers
with fines in bid to thwart walkout

Carl Bronski

Lawyers for Ontario’s
Liberal government yesterday
pressed the Ontario Labour
Relations Board (OLRB) to
proclaim the one-day protest
the province’s 76,000 public
elementary school teachers
plan to stage today, Jan. 11,
illegal.

As of 9:30 PM, the
OLRB had not issued its
ruling on the legality of
teachers walking off the job to
mount a “political protest”
against Bill 115—draconian
anti-worker legislation under
which the government has
imposed sweeping contract
concessions, including a two-
year wage freeze, on the
province’s elementary and
high school teachers.

However, the OLRB did
announce in the late afternoon
that it would render a
decision on the legality of the
impending teacher walkout,
rejecting the Elementary
Teachers’ Federation of
Ontario’s argument that such
a decision should be
deferred until the courts
determine whether Bill 115 is
constitutional.

If, as expected, the
OLRB rules the teachers’
protest illegal, it would pave
the way for the government to
ask the Ontario Superior
Couirt to find any teacher who
walks off the job guilty of
contempt of court and fine
them $2,000. Union leaders
and the Elementary Teachers’
Federation of Ontario (ETFO)
would be liable to $25,000
fines.

The government
anticipates a favorable ruling
will also strengthen its hands
against high school teachers
who are to mount their own
walkout against Bill 115 on
Wednesday, January 16. The
government has already
petitioned the OLRB to
declare that protest unlawful.

ETFO President Sam

Hammond refused to say
whether the union would
proceed with Friday’s protest
if the OLRB found it illegal.

Irrespective of the OLRB
ruling, the majority of
Ontario’s elementary school
pupils will have the day off, as
many of the province’s
largest school boards,
including those covering
Toronto, Peel County
(Toronto’s western suburbs),
Ottawa, Hamilton, and
Windsor, have already
canceled classes so as to
give parents as much time as
possible to arrange for child
care.

Speaking Wednesday
evening, the outgoing Ontario
Premier, Dalton McGuinty,
denounced the walkout
planned for Friday as “illegal,”
citing the fact that the
teachers have “contracts.”

In reality, these contracts
were imposed by
government fiat after the
government suspended
teachers’ collective
bargaining rights under Bill
115.

In arguing for the OLRB
to allow today’s walkout to
proceed, ETFO lawyer
Howard Goldblatt sought to
emphasize the circumscribed
nature of the union’s
opposition to Bill 115. He said
the union has no plans to hold
a further “political protest,” nor
to ask its members to
sanction one.

In December ETFO
members voted by a margin
of 92 percent to mount a one-
day protest if the government
proceeded to impose
contracts on teachers, which
it did within days of the
passing of the Dec. 31
deadline for “negotiated”
settlements that it wrote into
Bill 115.

The terms of the
government-imposed
contracts mirror in virtually all
respects the takeaway
agreements that unions

representing teachers at the
province’s publicly funded
English  Catholic and
Francophone school boards
struck with the Ontario
government last summer.
Those deals were made
under the shadow of a
looming threat by the
provincial government to
unilaterally impose
concessions through
legislated contracts. After the
unions representing English-
language public elementary
and high school teachers—
that is, the bulk of the
province’s teachers—
balkedat accepting like deals,
the government passed Bill
115 last September.

The imposition of a two-
year wage freeze and other
concessions on the
province’s public sector
workers is central to the
Liberal government’s plans to
cut $14.4 billion from the
Ontario budget over the next
four years and goes hand-in-
hand with cuts to the budgets
of the public and social
services that they administer.

Faced with this attack,
the unions have mounted only
token opposition and, with the
government now using the
authoritarian provisions of Bill
115 against teachers, the
unions are scrambling to fall
in line with the governments’
austerity measures.

The Canadian Union of
Public Employees (CUPE)
representing thousands of
school support staff
recommended this week that
its membership vote to ratify

a concessions contract
based on the giveback
template established by the
government this past
summer. Similarly, the
leadership of the Ontario
Public Service Employees
Union (OPSEU) agreed this
week to a contract that if
ratified will impose a wage
freeze and other concessions
on 36,000 Ontario
government workers.

Teachers’ union leaders
have themselves previously
stated that they are ready to
accept the wage freeze and
other concessions on
benefits but that those
givebacks should have been
arrived at via the collective
bargaining process and not
through government fiat. In
November, the Ontario

Secondary  School
Teachers Federation
(OSSTF) sent to various local
memberships contracts that
were virtually identical to the
ones eventually imposed by
the government. But most of
those deals were rejected in
ratification votes.

The current planned
protests—as well as a
Saturday, January 26th
demonstration at the
provincial Liberal leadership
convention backed by the
Ontario Federation of
Labour—are simply the
means through which the
labour bureaucrats attempt to
maintain their ever-shrinking
“oppositional” fig leaf before
their memberships. But such
a task is increasingly difficult
to accomplish. Both the

OSSTF and the EFTO have
been enthusiastic supporters
of the Liberal government
over the past three election
cycles, stumping for
McGuinty’s candidates and
endorsing him as the
“education premier.”

And even now, the
teachers’ unions are
encouraging their members
to appeal to the Liberals,
including by lobbying
leadership campaign events,
to restore “productive”
relations with the unions.
Earlier this week, OSSTF
President Ken Coran said his
union is “certainly interested”
in the outcome of the Liberal
leadership race and would
“‘immediately” seek a meeting
with the new premier.

But all the candidates for
the Liberal leadership are as
devoted servants of big
business and determined
advocates of austerity as is
McGuinty. Both the media-
anointed frontrunners,

Kathleen Wynne and
Sandra Pupatello, made a
point of backing McGuinty in
demanding that teachers
abandon any further action
against Bill 115 and the
government-imposed
contracts.

For her part, Andrea
Horwath, leader of the OFL-
backed New Democratic
Party (NDP), has said very
little about the government’s
wage freeze and the Liberals’
use of Bill 115 to impose it.
Horwath has reason to tread
lightly in attacking McGuinty.
Last April, the NDP helped
McGuinty pass the budget
that set the government’s
austerity drive in motion.
Moreover, McGuinty’s
policies recall her own party’s
imposition of a wage freeze
combined with unpaid leave
for public sector workers
when the NDP formed
Ontario’s government in the
early 1990s

Courty : wsws
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A Political Bazaar

Fauzia Sadiq

Parliament at Queen's Park

Once an Assembly of Cultured, the Refined
Today, a Political Amusement Park
Powerful Fools on a Power Ride

A Political Bazaar

... Of Clamorous Pots

Of Noisy Pans

Of Pots Calling the Kettles Black

No Accountability, No Transparency

On Power Careers For Life

No Expiry Date on Elected Terms

No Due Date on Political Self Lives
Ontario Politics, Strictly Family Business
Elected From Rotten Ridings,

Life-Time Re-Election their Birth Right
Entire Tribes, Clan Members ONLY
Nepotism Galore, No End in Sight
Politics of Absolutism

Agree Only To Agree

Public Opinion Unrequired

Or, Drama Queens at the Park will be Angry
Politics of Obedience, Rote Politics
Freedom Of Speech And Expression
Arrested By Politics Of Willingness

Open Challenge to the Constitution
Politics, From Time Immemorial

A vechicle for Human Progress, Social Change
Mechanism for Growth and Development
But, Politics for Them Just A Dirty Game
From Taxpayers and Kids

They Extract Good Behaviour

Demand Uquestioning Obedience

Do Not Speak, Live In Fear
Demoralized Public, Of Liberty Deprived

AT MU dfant & Fafams
IS T SIH I : Gar

Helpless Bystanders

All Political, Economic Avenues Closed
Powerless Spectators

Subservient Subjects

Disempowered Onlookers

Human Potential Crushed
Disenfranchized Voters

Hapless And Hopeless

No Ownership Of Land, No Property
Voiceless Majority Oppressed Silenced
Forced Into Homelessness And Poverty
But Good News For Everyone,

that All Their Life's Work is Now Done
All Their Errands, All Races Run
Towards Its End is All Their Fun

All Their Marathons Have Been Won
Assets Amassed, All Wealth Accumulated
All Problems Solved

Investments All Safe, Properties All Secure
No Issues Left Unresolved

Comfort And Style, Gated and Walled

In Great Luxury Secluded

They Live Out The Days Of Their Llives
Beached Whales On Islands Privately Owned
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