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Challengin

future an
some key
Issues

The tough question is which of the seven

candidates can build on McGuinty’s record

while distancing the party from its tarnished

reputation. With just eight weeks (minus a

holiday break) until a new leader is chosen,

Liberals should be seeking a boss who can

give the party a distinct new identity. The

winner must offer clear, innovative ideas, not

fervent platitudes (“Jobs! Jobs! Jobs!”)

ntario’s Liberal
party leadership
contenders are
spending a lot of time talking
about “renewal.” But any
candidate who wants to be
more than a passing premier
must prepare Ontario for a
challenging future and, most
importantly, regain the public’s
trust.
The key issues facing the
province are well known: a weak
economy, massive deficit,

strained health-care system
and destructive gridlock in the
economic hub around Greater
Toronto.

Added to those troubles is
the mixed legacy of Premier
Dalton McGuinty, whose many
achievements are clouded by
the mess at ORNGE, costly
power-plant cancellations and
the eHealth fiasco. Scandals like
these have left Ontarians with a
political hangover that a new
leader must forcefully address

if the Liberals want to remain in
power. Otherwise, PC Leader
Tim Hudak has a slice-and-dice
governance plan he wants to
sell you.

The tough question is which
of the seven candidates can
build on McGuinty’s record while
distancing the party from its
tarnished reputation. With just
eight weeks (minus a holiday
break) until a new leader is
chosen, Liberals should be
seeking a boss who can give
the party a distinct new identity.
The winner must offer clear,
innovative ideas, not fervent
platitudes (“Jobs! Jobs! Jobs!”)

This race is an opportunity
to give fellow Liberals — and all
Ontarians — specific details on
what we can expect from a
revitalized government. Time is
wasting, so here are some key
questions:

« Ontario’s economy is
stumbling, so how will you get
our groove back? Top
economists like Don

Drummond predict economic
growth will stagnate at 2 per
cent. I's a daunting forecast.
McGuinty has done good work
by investing in education for
skilled workers and trying to
create a green economy but
Ontario needs more investment
to grow jobs, especially with a
high dollar.

With an unemployment rate
at 8.3 per cent, many new jobs
are just part time, leaving too
many workers trapped in a low-
income ghetto. Companies are
hoarding cash because of
lingering uncertainty. How do
you propose to get that money
out of corporate saving
accounts and into productive
use?

» How will you wrestle down
Ontario’s $15-billion deficit with
a minimum of collateral damage
— especially to education and
health? The new premier will
have to perform the delicate
dance of respect and restraint
with unions. But he or she will
also have to ensure that salaries
and benefits stay in line with
these fiscally tight times. It’s not
easy to get compensation cuts
from powerful unions. Teachers
are already furious over Bill 115,
which freezes wages, cuts sick
benefits and curbs bargaining
rights.

More labour unrest is on the
way. And given the high level of
political savvy among union
leaders, there’s no doubt they
will have a sizable say in the
leadership race. So when
candidates like Kathleen Wynne
and Gerard Kennedy promise to
mend labour relations, they
need to explain how. And all
candidates need to spell out
where they stand on the deficit.
Will you stick to the government
plan of balancing the budget by
2017-18? If not, what is your

plan?

« How can Ontario
restructure its health-care
system? With an aging
demographic and fewer young
workers paying taxes, Ontario
needs to reshape its $46-billion
health budget to give the best
care for the buck. The new
leader must make tough
decisions or health care will
consume money needed for
education and other services.

A good start would be
proactive care to stop health
problems before they become
seriously expensive.
Community care could
eliminate costly hospital visits.
Depending on where you live in
Ontario, there still isn’'t enough
home care, especially to keep
seniors out of nursing homes.
How will you keep costs down
while giving an aging society the
medical care it needs?

« Gridlock threatens to
strangle the heart of the
economy. It costs the GTA
roughly $6 billion in lost
productivity, and its impact is
just as destructive in our daily
lives. The region is home to one
of North America’s largest
economic hubs and longest
commute times. Road tolls and
congestion fees are used
around the world to solve
congestion — it’s time they are
seriously considered here. But
transit development is stymied
by a tangle of jurisdictions and
agencies, with an appalling
leadership vacuum. Are you
willing to take charge and create
a solution?

We’'re waiting for big, bold
ideas from the seven Liberal
candidates, one of whom will
ultimately ask for our trust in
leading Canada’s most powerful
province. It's time to step up.
Show us what you'’ve got.
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Four girl students fined for
wearing jeans to college

Four girl students of a college
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class she belongs, and through

in Bhiwari were
allegedly fined Rs
100 each for wearing
jeans and T-shirts in
the college, a dress
combination whichis
prohibited under the
institution's attire
code.

"The ban would
help curb incidents

like eve-teasing and
would help maintain decorum in
the college," Principal of the
college Bhiwani Adarsh Mahila
Mahavidayalaya, Alaka Sharma
said here. "Jeans and T-shirts are
completely westernised outfits.
These small dresses don't cover
students and that is the reason
why they have to face eve-teasing
due to which parents and college
administration face problem,"
Sharma said. Another reason to
impose this ban is to maintain the
decorum of the college so that
every student should look the
same irrespective of whatever

this nobody will have superiority
or inferiority complex, she said.

The principal also informed
that the students are not allowed
to bring mobile phones to the
college. Meanwhile, the
imposition of fine has evoked
mixed reaction among the
students. "Ban on wearing jeans
and T-shirts doesn't mean that
there will be no crimes and boys
will not pass lewd comments on
you. Men who want to eve-tease
will still do it even if a girl has
donned Indian clothes," said a
college student.
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The Ghadar
Movement: A
Living History

It has been 100 years since the Ghadar Movement was
formed by emigrant Punjabis and other Indian nationals in San
Francisco in 1913. The Ghadar Movement ranks alongside other
revolutionary movements of the early 20th century. In common
with revolutionary movements in Latin America, Asia, Africa, and
the Black Liberation movements of North America, the Ghadar
Movement opposed imperialist powers, colonialism, and strived
to develop working class internationalism.

This conference is called to remember the Ghadar
Movement, its historical development, and to analyze its
contemporary relevance to the revolutionary struggle of the
people of the Indian subcontinent. The conference will examine
the Ghadar struggle as a journey from the 20th century, "a
century of revolutions", to its role in laying the foundation stones
for the revolutions of the 21st century. These revolutions are
crystallizing in response to the imperialist occupations of
Afghanistan, Iraq, Libya, Haiti, the air attacks on Pakistan and
the possibility of NATO attacks on Iran and Syria. The economic
meltdown of the European Union (EU) and North America
resulting in mass unrest are adding to the cause of revolution.
They are taking shape in the form of the Arab Spring, the ongoing
revolutions in Venezuela, Nepal, and the emerging people's
struggles in India.

Behind these advances is the tremendous energy of social
movements linked to struggles of gender, feminism,
environment, minorities, caste, racism, peace, human rights and
collective peoples' rights. These social movements have the
ability to simultaneously challenge and strengthen future
revolutions. This conference is interested in engaging with the
changing nature of revolutions and revolutionary struggles in 21st
century, their relationship to the Ghadar movement, and above
all the emancipatory value which can be attached to these
struggles.

The conference encourages submissions for the following
panel themes

1- Ghadar Movement: A historical perspective. Papers are
invited that explore, detail and analyze the Ghadar Movement,
its formation, its history and legacy. This conference will be
particularly interested in papers that detail the post-partition
history of struggles in India, Pakistan, and Bangladesh, and how
those struggles relate to the aspirations of the founders of the
Ghadar Movement.

2- Ghadar Movement: A living history. Papers are invited
on a wide range of topics including left politics, social
movements addressing issues like gender, feminism,
environment, minorities, caste, racism, and human rights and
peoples' rights in South Asia.

3- Ghadar Movement: Diaspora politics. The contemporary
politics of the emigrant working class in tradition or as a
departure from Ghadar Movement is to be analyzed, with
emphasis on the role of nationalism, transnationalism, and the
cross-cutting and fragmented struggles of new generations.

4- Ghadar Movement: Future revolution. Visionary papers
that explore how to take forward the Ghadar legacy to a new
era of revolution are called for here, with emphasis on building
bridges, links, solidarities and engaging working class peoples
across borders.

The date for the submission of the abstracts (300 words)
is December 15, 2012. On successful submission, papers will
be accepted till January 31, 2013. Please submit abstracts to
yorkughadarconference@gmail.com or for further information call
Raj Virk +1 647 237 1011
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